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SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER / ELLUL - TISHRI
Sunday 29 September Erev Rosh Hashanah
Monday 30 September Rosh Hashanah 1
Tuesday 1 October Rosh Hashanah 2
Wednesday 2 October Fast of Gedaliah
Tuesday 8 October Kol Nidrei
Wednesday 9 October Yom Kippur
Monday 14 October Succot 1
Tuesday 15 October Succot 2
Monday 21 October Shemini Atzeret
Tuesday 22 October Simchat Torah

DECEMBER / KISLEV
Monday 23 December Chanukah 1

DECEMBER - JANUARY / TEVES
Monday 30 December Chanukah 8
Tuesday 7 January Fast of Teves

FEBRUARY / SHEVAT
Monday 10 February Tu B’Shevat

MARCH / ADAR
Monday 9 March Fast of Esther
Tuesday 10 March Purim

APRIL - MAY/ NISSAN - IYAR
Wednesday 8 April Erev Pesach
Thursday 9 April Pesach 1
Friday 10 April Pesach 2
Wednesday 15 April Pesach 7
Thursday 16 April Pesach 8
Tuesday 21 April Yom HaShoah
Wednesday 29 April Yom Ha’atzmaut
Tuesday 12 May Lag B’Omer

MAY / SIVAN
Sunday 29 May Shavuot 1
Monday 30 May Shavuot 2

JULY/ TAMMUZ - AV
Thursday 9 July Fast of Tammuz
Thursday 30 July Tisha B’Av

SEPTEMBER / ELLUL
Friday 18 September Erev Rosh Hashanah

E L COME� �� � �� �

SHULE SERVICE TIMES

SHABBAT PRAM
& BUGGY

PUSHING SERVICE

CHAYIM ARUKIM

MINYANIM
All weekday services are held in the Bet Hamidrash

Sunday & Bank Holiday Mornings 9.00am
Monday – Friday Mornings 7.00am
Sunday – Thursday Evenings 7.30pm
Shabbat Mornings 9.15am
Weekday Rosh Chodesh 6.45am
Sunday Rosh Chodesh 8.45am

Shabbat Mincha usually takes place 1 hour and 10 minutes
before the termination of Shabbat in the Shule, followed by 
Seudah and Ma’ariv.

All Shabbat and Shabbat Service times for any particular 
week are published in our weekly newsletter and appear on 
our website www.haleshule.com

Please note that where times announced for the 
commencement of Shabbat in Hale are earlier than those 
printed elsewhere, all members of our Congregation should 
follow the Hale times.

For service times over the Yamim Tovim please refer to
separate timetable.

S.P.S. has been set up in order to preserve
the sanctity of Shabbat whilst, at the same 
time, facilitating young mothers to go to shule 
and elsewhere to share Shabbat with family 
and friends. A non-Jewish child minder can 
be pre-booked to walk with you and push 
your child on Shabbat. Bookings can be by 
email to sps@haleeruv.co.uk. up to 1.00pm 
on Wednesday in any given week.

A voluntary donation is requested for those 
using this service.

A HALE ERUV PROJECT

to our newest members:
Alex & Joshua Alge

David & Gabriella Gould
Katy & Joshua Hearne
Nick & Michaela Lister

Angela Cohen on the loss of her father

Lauren Davies on the loss of her sister

Steven Falk on the loss of his mother

Jonathan Feingold on the loss of his mother

Anneliese Gordon on the loss of her father

Barbara Hamburger on the loss of her mother

Debbie Horne on the loss of her father

Jacqueline Mond on the loss of her mother

Beverley Rosenthal on the loss of her father

SOCIAL & COMMUNITYNOTABLE DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY

SHULE OFFICE
Open Monday – Thursday 9.30am to 1.30pm
General Enquiries 0161 980 8846
Fax 0161 980 1802
Email  info@haleshule.com
Website haleshule.com

RABBI YISROEL BINSTOCK
Telephone  0161 980 8846
Fax 0161 980 1802
Email rabbi@haleshule.com

EXECUTIVE
President Ben Sallon
Vice President Jonathan Steinberg
Honorary Secretary Barry Price
Honorary Treasurer David Zucker
First Warden Adrian Polak
Ladies’ Representative Debbie Horne

COUNCIL
Jonathan Feingold, Gary Scorah, David Simon, 
Sandra Stewart, Andrew Stone, Peter Stoll,  Julia 
Harris, Stephen Quinn, Ian Halpern, Jennifer Zucker

GESHER
Ruth Benson 07967 752790
Candice Dwek 07778 668515
Nikki Lee 07801 398210
Linda Price 07967 731321
Gillian Rowe 07940 268857

NURSERY
Manager – Pauline Newton 0161 903 9486

KIDDUSHIM
Susan Sallon 0161 980 1016 

susansallon@gmail.com

CULTURAL COMMITTEE
Stephen Lentin 0161 941 1612

CHEVRA KADISHA
Linda & Barry Price 07860 462007

SOUTH MANCHESTER MIKVA
24 Hours 0161 904 8296

HALE TRUST
Adult Education Programmes –
Rabbi Aharon 07817 780193
Elisheva Bloch 07891 325364
Email learn@hahet.co.uk

USEFUL
CONTACTS
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EDITORS’ MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY

As ever, you will be reading a community 
magazine cram-packed with your 
contributions, as well as features on 
recent communal events, reports from 
key members of your shule executive,
and a handy list of contacts for all things 
shule-related, to ensure you take your 
copy of Gesher wherever you go. 
Consider Gesher your close friend - 
trusty and reliable!

We are blessed to have so many 
contributors with varying interests and 
expertise, and of all ages - a true reflection 
of our shule membership. If it’s ‘Walking 
in Albania’ that you want to follow, then 
we urge you to read Roger Bower’s 
amusing and enlightened article; if you’re 
wondering what has happened to the 
Manchester Jewish Museum, then we 
have the answers right here; on a more 
sombre, yet uplifting note, read about 
Nici Wertheim’s experience of ‘March of 
the Living’; want to improve your social 
or public speaking skills? Look no further 
than Gillian Cohen’s insight on confidence 
and self-esteem building. 

Ever wondered who takes the trilogy of 
‘Lord of the Rings’ and the Book of Joshua 
on their travels to Scotland with them? 
You will find out here! Why is a Pidyon 
Haben such a rare occurrence? Read 
Sara Crammer’s insightful explanation, 
based on her family’s recent experience. 

This Yom Tov we thought you’d like to be 
a bit creative, so we brought Alan Clarke 
(remember him?), formerly of ‘Remember 
Me’, onboard, to design a table centre 
formula, together with step by step 
instructions, which you will be proud to 
have grace your Yom Tov or Shabbat table. 
Go on, have a go. We’d love to see pics 
of your attempts in our next edition!

Of course, we at Gesher.com (!) would be 
remiss if we didn’t use this opportunity 
to welcome our new Rabbi Yisroel and 
Rebbetzen Leanne to their first Rosh 
Hashanah in Hale, with many more 
‘shecheheyanus’ to follow! We asked 
Leanne if she would give us a sneak peek 
into her and her family’s new life in Hale, 
and we are happy to say that she obliged.

We also examine our community’s 
answer to ‘Come Dine With Me’, or 
rather ‘Come Shmooze With Me’, when 
various Hale shule members recently 
hosted a series of Parlour Evenings, to 
get to know Rabbi Yisroel and Leanne.

Since your last copy of Gesher we have
grown in number, and our enthusiastic 
and willing team of editors have been 
working hard through the summer 
months  to get everything ready for 
your perusal! Your next edition will be 
arriving on your doorstep at Pesach, 
and we will be eagerly awaiting your 
articles between now and then...
so get writing!

Wishing you and your family 
a Shana Tova U’metukah and 
an easy fast.

Thank you all for welcoming us and our 
family to the very special Shule and Jewish 
community that you have built together 
with Rabbi and Ruthie Portnoy and their 
family. Rosh Hashanah is a time for new 
starts – and we are really looking forward
to our new start together with you.

As Rosh Hashanah approaches, we are 
supposed to look back on our personal 
actions over the past year, and if we do this 
we can sometimes be left with a feeling 
of frustration. We tried to do Teshuvah – 
to improve and repent this time last year, 
we resolved to make things better, and 
yet it seems like we are once again 
standing in the same place. The thought 
of going through these motions again 
can be disheartening. We’ve been there, 
done that, and it didn’t work last time, 
why should it be any different this time?

To help combat these frustrated feelings, 
it is worthwhile remembering that we are 
not in exactly the same place as we were 
this time last year. 

For me this is a very tangible message, as
I find myself in a new location, but the same 
is true for all of us – we are not in the same 
place as we were last year. It may be Rosh 
Hashanah once again, but another year has 
passed. In Judaism, time is neither linear 
nor circular, we are not back where we 
started, but neither are we in an entirely 
different situation. Looking at the concept 
of time in a spiral pattern, we revisit the 
same opportunities in time, but just from
a lightly more elevated perspective.

Each year we can grow a little more, even 
if the small changes may not be instantly 
recognisable to us from year to year. The 
fact that we look for new ways to develop 
each year shows that we are on a path of 
growth, and even if the steps we take are 
small, they can be very valuable.

These are the words of the Midrash in 
Shir Hashirim Rabbah (5:2): “My children, 
create for me a small opening of Teshuvah 
(repentance), as tiny as the head of a pin, 
and I will open for you openings that even 
wagons and chariots can pass through.”

This small opening of Teshuva does not 
mean a partial Teshuva in quality, it is a 
partial Teshuva in quantity. We will never 
be able to change entirely from year to 
year, but if we undertake something small, 
even if it is something relatively easy, and 
do our best to fix that entirely then we 
will be given divine assistance to continue 
to grow. But we have to take that first 
small step in order to merit this help 
from Hashem. 

May we merit to see a year of continued 
spiritual growth and connection, may we 
grow together as a community, and may 
all our prayers be answered. 

Leanne, Motti, Didi and Atara 
join me in wishing you and your 
family a happy and healthy, 
peaceful and prosperous 
year ahead.

Dear Gesher Reader, welcome to our Rosh Hashanah edition 
with a brand new look and a fresh vibe for the New Year! 

Dear Friends, having been part of the Hale community for just a few months now, 
Leanne and I have met so many wonderful and friendly people. 

LADIES’ GUILD
It’s hard to believe that I’m writing this report as 
the LG Chairman again, having taken over from 
Michelle Sallon in February. 

Michelle has worked tirelessly in the role for 6 years, a massive 
commitment to our Community, for which we owe her much 
gratitude. I am aiming to build on the strengths of the current
team and to encourage new recruits, drawing from shule 
attenders and non-attenders, young and not quite so young!

In future the LG will support any group who wish to run a shule 
event, by providing catering support. We will also continue to 
cater for Kiddushim, Yom Tovim and Seudahs as required.

This year we have catered for the Quiz, Purim, Shavuot, and 
Stone-Setting l’chaims. We held a Coffee Morning for Members 
to meet Rabbi and Rebbetzen Binstock, and promoted a very 
successful Food Drive for the local Timperley food bank, which 
we will repeat quarterly.

Following a very successful Clothes Swap Evening, we are planning 
a Children’s Clothes Swap Evening on the 11th September, which
will have taken place by the time you read this!

The Shule kitchen has been completely reorganised, and many 
of the utensils are now kept under lock and key to prevent any 
possible mix-ups! We maintain a fully kosher kitchen at all times. 
If you would like use of our kitchen, please contact me and we 
will try to help.

This year, thanks to the 100 Club, we have renewed many 
items, including tablecloths, which are available to hire for £30, 
a large saving on normal hire. Linda Science and her team have 
successfully run the 100 Club for many years, raising thousands 
of ££ for the Shul, for which we thank them. The LG have now 
taken over the running of the 100 Club, and Stephanie Klass and 
Marianne Hamburger will be contacting you to contribute, and 
possibly win!

Finally, thank you to all who have contributed to the Rosh Hashanah 
Greetings page, organised by the LG.

On behalf of all the ladies of the Guild, I wish Rabbi 
Binstock, Leanne, and all their family L’Shana Tova as 
we approach their first of many New Years in Hale.

Jennifer Zucker
Chairman
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Nu, so how are the new Rabbi & Rebbetzen 
doing? A question posed by most members 
I have spoken to in recent months... to be 
honest, it’s only now, through the summer 
months, that we can take a breath to reflect 
on the huge efforts put in by the Binstocks, 
the Exec and Council to hit the ground running 
in this new chapter in Hale Shule’s future...

Our last Gesher edition was Pesach - an 
emotional farewell to our much-loved Rabbi 
and Ruthie Portnoy. I hear they have settled 
well in Jerusalem! We send them much love 
this RH! 

We are truly blessed to welcome Rabbi Yisroel 
and Rebbetzen Leanne, Motti, Didi and Atara 
to our small but dynamic community. What 
a crazy start it has been for them and us! 
Shavuot was action-packed with engaging 
activities for all ages and then onto 3 weeks 
of stunning Summer Seudahs in Carrwood. 

In case any of that didn’t reach you, the 
skilfully coordinated work of Julia Harris 
and Gillian Rowe ‘meet and greet’ parlour 
evenings around Hale, must have felt like 
a never-ending Sheva Brachot for the 
Binstocks! But each unique and wonderful 
evening was hosted in various members’ 
homes and it met our objective of parading 
our wonderful new leadership to a broad,’ 
warm and northerly audience. If you missed 
all this, the Rabbi’s office surgery is still 
open to all. If you don’t have anything to 
ask about, we can find something!

Please join me in wishing the Binstocks 
Hatzlacha and Bracha in the first year here 
and a hearty and living mazal tov on the move 
to Rydal Drive – we got there in the end! 

Child and Youth provision has been a major 
focus in strategic planning. In the shule 
itself we now have: Monthly youth minyan, 
cholent ‘n’ chill (a yaaaar Shacoooaaaach 
to Shlomie Abenson!!), bi-weekly Babies 
& Bagels, (a huge thanks, Rebbetzen 
Elisheva, for this precious time for young 
families) and regular weekly Children’s 
Services – most recently taken by Tamar 
Pincus (shout out!).

Initially activity has been shule-centric, 
but that is soon to be rebalanced. The Shule 
& Trust are close to appointing new youth 
workers who will live in Hale Barns, and with 
a little help from above, they will be here 
when you read this. 

There has been a flurry of events covering 
history, music soirée, summer seudas and 
a quiz night - won by Rabbi Binstock’s team!! 
Thanks to Jonathan Feingold, Roger Bower, 
Stephen Lentin, Darryl Lee MBE, Barrie 
Bloom MUFC and the Ladies’ Guild…you are
all awesome.  

The Exec and Council team have taken on 
some huge projects. You will know of the 
2 building projects - the renovation to the 
existing shule and the side and front extension. 
Funds have been committed to cover 50% 
of the costs. We will soon look to our wide 
membership for a buy-in and reconnection 
to our amazing shule and community centre.  
Gary Scorah is driving this project for us. In the 
words of Leslie Nielsen: ‘I just want to tell you 
good luck. We’re all counting on you’! 

This year we have 
had 12 engagements, 
12 weddings (4 under 
our Rabbi), 12 new 
members and 5 Bar/
Bat Mitzvahs, and 
announced 30 births! 
It’s a fair record 
for a community of our size. Reporting and 
communication are only possible from the 
superhero efforts of Suzanne and Josie – now 
nicely settled into our cabin office on site.  

For those with young babies…our Nursery 
continues to deliver a top-class service. 
Please do pop in to see Pauline and her 
dedicated staff. Many thanks to them all for 
all they do for the only Shule Nursery in 
South Manchester. 

We have previously mentioned H&S (Health 
and Safety), but that body of work is only just 
coming live. Being safe in our Shule is taken 
seriously, and thanks to Andrew Stone for 
taking that on. 

Talking of being safe, we cannot give enough 
praise to David Simon for the time put in by him 
on security. He has more recently supported 
a team through CST training and there is 
some momentum in the camp. Thanks to 
all our members who carry out security on 
Shabbat and Yomtov, too. It’s very much 
appreciated by all.

I want to welcome any new or prospective 
new members to Gesher this RH. This is a 
small window to a wonderful community where 
what you put in can be repaid in friendships 
and a wholesome Jewish environment for life. 
If you know of anyone who would benefit from 
becoming a member, please let us know. 

Much work has gone into the 
remarkable Education Trust 
that provides Adult Education, 
Youth Provision, events on 
Chagim, and a lot more, to 
ensure it will continue to 
thrive under Rabbi Yisroel 
and Leanne. Simon Fine has chaired a group, 
of which I have been part, that allows a far 
greater and appreciated input by the Shule 
management. We thank all the teachers and 
speakers involved in the HAHET program, 
currently managed by the amazing and much 
appreciated Rabbi Aharon Bloch. 

My mantra during this presidency is that we 
must try to engage with all members to ensure 
shule life is relevant and inspiring. This will 
take hard work and patience, but I believe we 
stand the best chance of success with the 
foundations being laid now. There are still gaps 
to fill in our portfolio; perhaps some more 
socials would be good, or if you have an idea, 
let us hear it! The AGM is very soon – think 
what you can do to help….

Without doubt, 
I am surrounded by
 a most wonderful 
bunch of ‘doing’ 
members, and whilst 
I have tried to thank 
many, I will have left 
someone out. Please 
know that if you are a giver to our kehillah, 
we are in great debt, for without such kindness 
we could do very little. If I have inadvertently 
upset anyone, please forgive me this RH and 
judge my presidency and our team in good 
light as we do this holy work with love.

As always, I must thank my parents for 
continuing to give Michelle and me the 
inspiration to do what we do, to my children 
who allow me to go from meeting to 
meeting at home, and to my amazing wife 
for being just that. 

Wishing you all a Shana Tova Umetukah - a 
sweet, happy, wholesome, and good new year!

Peace and Love.
Ben Sallon

PRESIDENT’S REPORT ROSH HASHANAH 2019 TREASURER’S REPORT

The General Account has fallen into deficit 
compared with the previous year, with 
a decline in fees. The previous year’s fees
were inflated by fees gathered in from 
earlier years. This year again, we anticipate
a gentle decline in fees.

The Nursery Account and Cheder Account 
are roughly at break-even. 

The Yom Kippur Appeal raised £69,579, 
of which £39,398 was distributed to outside 
charities, and £30,181 retained for the 
provision of our own adult education and 
youth activities. Of that, £14,552 was given 
to the Hale Adult Education Trust (HAET) 
to administer some of those services, and 
the balance was used by the Shule itself to 
provide those services.

The Building Account deficit is primarily 
depreciation.

Legacy Fund - During the year, Rabbi 
Portnoy approached a number of members 
to contribute towards a Legacy Fund, 
specifically to raise funds designated for 
a future extension to the Shule building. 
This income will come in over three years, 
and amounts to approx. £180k in total. 
£44,593 has been received to date, and 
some of this has been spent on architect’s 
fees, surveys, application for planning 
permission etc.

The Burial Fund has benefitted this year 
from some increase in fee income and 
donations, and fortunately few deaths, 
leaving it with a healthy surplus for the 
year. We have also transferred £100,000 
across from the general bank account, 
as per resolution at last year’s AGM. 

The Fund stood at £299,924 at the year-end, 
and this was mirrored by £295,679 in the 
Burial bank account. This, plus ongoing fees 
at the current level, should meet our long-
term obligations, in line with the recent 
actuarial review.
 
Overall, the Shule has a deficit of £32,296, 
excluding ring-fenced burial and legacy 
surpluses. Of this, depreciation is £50,424, 
leaving us with a cash surplus of £18,128, 
compared to a deficit of £26,870 last year 
and a cash surplus of £19,914.

The Budget for this year currently shows 
a deteriorating position, despite savings 
on rabbinic costs. This is primarily due to 
a need to spend money on the fabric of the 
building, long overdue, and added costs 
for various events and activities previously 
funded by HAET. Unless there are other
costs cut, or additional fund-raising, some 
activities may need to be curtailed. 

However, it is not my intention to plan for 
a deficit and work is being done to reduce 
expenditure in various areas, to ensure we 
can balance the budget, whilst maintaining the 
events and programmes that our members 
want. To that end, stakeholders for activities 
and events must now submit budgets for 
approval, and those budgets need to fit within 
the overall Shule budget. If any member 
would like further explanation, prior to 
publishing the full Accounts and the AGM, 
please contact me and I’ll be happy to discuss.

On other matters, the Shule has now converted 
its legal status from a Trust to a Company 
limited by guarantee (CLG), as planned. 
Combined with our new Constitution, we now 
have a legal framework that lends itself to 
good and robust governance. 

We have improved our reporting procedures, 
and this should enable better budgeting 
and clearer identification and allocation of 
costs. By simplifying our processes, I am also 
hopeful that we can produce Management 
Accounts for the half year to end September, 
in time for our AGM end October. 

The Nursery roll is gradually falling year on 
year. In August we had 41 pupils v 47 last 
year and 59 the year before. However, our 
Nursery Manager, Pauline, has managed to 
reduce staffing costs without redundancies, 
and we hope that this year we will still 
be able to operate the Nursery without 
needing to provide more than a minimum 
of financial support. Meanwhile, efforts 
are being made to attract new pupils to our 
highly rated Nursery.

Finally, I thank Executive members, and 
my finance sub-committee, Tony Woolf, 
Edward Cobb, Maurice Gould and Stephen 
Quinn for the support they have given me, 
and are going to give me. 

And lastly, thanks to Suzanne, Josie and 
Janet who have yet again been inundated
with emails and requests from me, and 
have borne them with good spirit and 
whole-hearted co-operation.

Jennifer and I wish all our members 
and friends a healthy and prosperous 
New Year, L’Shanah Tovah.

David Zucker
Treasurer

The Accounts for the year-ending 31st March 2019 have now 
been completed and audited. 

They will be sent to all members in good time before the AGM on 31st October.
Meanwhile, I can provide a summary of the results as follows:

H&DHC 
Year-ending 
31/3/2019

General 
Account

Nursery 
Account

Cheder 
Account

YK 
Account

HCYA/ 
HAET 
Account

Building 
Account

Total 
31/3/2019

Extension/ 
Relocation 
Legacy 
Fund

Burial 
Fund

Income £429,460 £295,338 £5,616 £69,579 £2,576 £1,668 £906,498 £44,593 £57,670

Expenditure £440,072 £297,058 £5,379 £39,398 £14,552 £40,072 £861,827 £13,048 £12,247

Net Surplus/Deficit -£10,612 -£1,720 £237 £30,181 -£11,977 -£38,405 -£32,296 £31,545 £45,422

2017-18 £3,189 -£2,980 -£2,845 £29,958 -£14,140 -£40,052 -£26,870 -£4,680 £12,624
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The Chief Rabbi’s Rosh Hashanah Message 5780  
 

On 23rd June 2019, something extraordinary happened in Turkey; something which provides 
an insight into how each of us might successfully navigate a society which feels more divided 
and despondent than it has for many years. 
 

   
Increasingly, when faced with a major problem, public figures 
discover that they find acclaim by apportioning blame. 
Immediate, oversimplified solutions are promised and their 
impassioned rhetoric alone can be enough to generate 
widespread public support. Over time, those holding an 
opposing view feel compelled to resort to many of the same 
tactics in order to be heard and society becomes polarised. 
Those who might be cast as an obstacle to the success of one 

side or another are scapegoated. Before long, people become defined by their perceived 
‘allegiances’ and a destructive culture of demonisation of ‘the other’ sets in.  
  
Today, we call this populism. Its impact is felt across the globe, from here in the UK, right 
across Europe, the United States and even in Israel. These are times of disharmony, which 
many of us never believed we would see. 
  
Citizens in every country are prompted to make a choice: Will we do the easy thing? Will we 
sit back and allow ourselves to be swept up by the dangerous currents of hostility to ‘the 
other’? Or, can we find a port somewhere in the storm where we can remain considered and 
temperate; where we can be discerning about truth and justice within our fragile world?     
  
The signs thus far have been less than encouraging, but earlier this year a Turkish man, Ates 
Ilyas Bassoy, provided a flicker of light in the darkness.  
  
Mr Bassoy had observed how actor, Robert De Niro had publicly insulted President Donald 
Trump at a high profile awards ceremony the previous year. His expletive-ridden remarks 
were greeted by a standing ovation, but they also served to motivate and embolden the 
President’s supporters. Not surprisingly, anger generated yet more anger. Mr Bassoy 
concluded that a more effective strategy would be one of what he called ‘radical love’ - to 
meet aggression with peace, insults with praise and 
hatred with love. To most, it sounded like a naïve – if 
honourable – approach, but he was provided with an 
opportunity to prove it could work when he became the 
campaign manager for a virtually unknown district 
mayor, Ekrem Imamoglu. Mr Imamoglu was to stand for 
Mayor of Istanbul against the might of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s powerful party regime. Bassoy 
described his campaign strategy as having two simple 
rules: Ignore Erdogan and love those who love Erdogan. 
 
 

“These are times 
of disharmony, 
which many of us 
never believed we 
would see.” 
 

“…the port in the 
storm is not in fact 
beyond our reach, 
nor is it something 
that we must wait for 
others to provide.” 
 

Few people believed that his candidate stood any chance. After all, Istanbul had long been a 
stronghold of the ruling AKP party and President Erdogan had a large base of support in the 
Turkish capital. Astonishingly, on 23rd June this year, against all the odds, Ekrem Imamoglu 
was elected mayor of Istanbul, striking a blow for civility, selflessness and decency.  

The lesson of this most unlikely political earthquake is that the port in the storm is not in 
fact beyond our reach, nor is it something that we must wait for others to provide. On the 
contrary, the answer is and has always been right under our noses.  

Our societies can take a lesson from our Torah tradition: 
שלום נתיבותיה וכל נעם דרכי דרכיה  

“The Torah’s ways are pleasant and all its paths are peace.” (Proverbs 3:17)  
It is within our power to break free from the cycle of polarisation. It begins by modelling what 
Rav Kook, the first Chief Rabbi of the Holy Land, referred to as ‘Ahavat Chinam’ – causeless 
love: making time to give of ourselves to others with no expectation of reward or reciprocity. 

Our Sages taught: We become truly wise by learning 
from every person. We become truly mighty by 
conquering our own negative inclinations. We become 
truly honourable by honouring others and we become 
truly heroic by turning enemies into friends.  

A highlight of our Yom Kippur services is the repetitive chanting of the 13 attributes of 
Hashem’s mercy. The Talmud explains that we do so in order to inspire us to emulate the 
ways of the Almighty: just as He is merciful, so too should we be merciful; just as He is kind, 
so too should we be kind. (Shabbat 133b). 

Over the High Holy Day period, when we lower our heads for viduy (confession), we will 
admit to the sins of sneering, impertinence and obduracy; of disrespect, hard-heartedness 
and insincerity; of deception, tale-bearing and baseless hatred. Are these not among the 
most transgressed sins of the social media generation? In these times, when decency is no 
longer the norm and humility is mistaken for weakness, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
inspire us to buck the trend and to change ourselves so deeply that those around us cannot 
fail to be influenced by it. This is how the seeds for real global change are sown. 

Valerie and I extend our heartfelt wishes to you all for a happy, peaceful and fulfilling New 
Year. 

Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
September 2019 • Tishrei 5780 

“It is within our power 
to break free from the 
cycle of polarisation.” 
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Q. Can you tell me a little about Tashlich?
Is there any relation between visiting water 
and actually eating fish and what has either 
to do with Rosh Hashanah?
Tashlish prayers are said by water preferably 
containing fish, and there is a custom to 
eat fish on Rosh Hashanah, but the two are 
not directly connected.

Tashlich is said by water for various reasons; 
we recall Abraham’s trip to the Akeida 
(Binding of Isaac), undeterred by the water 
blocking his path. We also remember that 
Hashem is our King, and kings were 
anointed next to the river. Water with fish
is preferable because fish are not subject 
to the ‘evil eye’, and also because fish 
don’t close their eyes, reminding us that 
G-d always sees us.

Although the surroundings should be 
evocative, the most important part of 
Tashlich is the actual prayers, and the 
intentions to ‘cast away’ our sins. Eating 
fish on Rosh Hashanah is one of the 
Simanin – auspicious foods like apple and 
honey - which are manifestations of deeper 
prayers. The idea behind fish is that we 
pray that we should be blessed to multiply 
numerously like fish. Some will also eat
from a fish’s head, signifying that we 
should be “like the head, and not the tail”.

Q. Welcome Rabbi! Is watering greenhouse 
plants on Shabbat ‘work’?
Thank you. Yes, watering any kind of plant 
that is still growing would be considered 
Shabbat ‘work’, as this is part of the creative 
process which causes plants to grow. 

Q. Within the wider community we are used 
to seeing payot. However, I was recently 
embarrassed when, after watching Shtisel 
on Netflix, one of my gentile friends asked 
me the significance of payot and I had no
idea. Can you explain?
There is a Torah commandment for a man 
to “not round off the corners (payot) of his 
head” – i.e. to not shave the hair from the 
front of one’s ears, extending down to the 
cheekbone. To emphasise and beautify this 
mitzvah, many men will have clearly visible 
payot, although one fulfils this mitzvah with 
a much smaller amount of hair. There are 
also kabbalistic reasons for having long, 
prominent payot.

And like so many things, specific styles 
have developed in different communities... 
you can easily tell the difference between 
a Belzer Hassid, and a Breslover Hassid 
by their payot. I can sense a great new 
programme for Hale Shule in the making... 
“The things we’ve learned from Shtisel”!

Q. Hope you can help me with something 
which I have never understood, Rabbi. How 
come we make a point of not mentioning 
G-d by His name? We say, for example, 
Hashem (which I gather actually means 
‘name’) and the Almighty, but seem not to 
utter the actual name!

We make a point of not mentioning G-d by 
His name because “Don’t take G-d’s name in 
vain” is one of the Ten Commandments. Now 
we do use Hashem’s ‘real names’ in davening 
and Torah reading, but other than that we will 
stick to pseudonyms. Of these permissible 
pseudonyms, Hashem (which literally
means ‘the name’) is most commonly used, 
which reminds us – we aren’t even able to 
attach any kind of label to an existence that 
is so intrinsically different to our own finite 
existence. When you give something a name, 
you are saying that you know what it is, you 
know how to define it. We want to have a 
connection with our loving Creator, but it 
would be foolish to think that we can know 
enough about Hashem to actually name Him.

Q. I am having some dental work and the 
information I have been given advises me 
that I may need a bone graft mid surgery. 
This graft may be a composite of cow or 
pig bone! I am wondering where I stand on 
this halachically? Can one have cow or pig 
bone permanently in one’s mouth as part 
of a dental procedure?
This is a fascinating question. While 
I understand the unease about having 
pig bone in your mouth, from a halachic 
perspective, the cow bone, assuming it
wasn’t slaughtered correctly, is likely to 
be just as problematic.

Having said that, there is not an issue 
with either in this case, as the way this 
surgery works would not be considered 
as if you have ‘eaten’ anything. There may 
be something which has been put into 
your mouth, but you haven’t eaten it.
Neither would there be any taste transfer 
from the grafted bone, to any other food 
in your mouth, so either would be 
permissible if necessary.

I hope your dental procedure goes well, and 
you have a speedy and complete recovery.

Q. Why did my mother always ensure
I had some cotton in my mouth or that I ate 
something whilst she was repairing clothes 
that I was wearing?
I have seen the idea quoted by the Kaf 
HaChaim (19th century, Baghdad) that if 
you sew clothes on someone while they 
are wearing them it is ‘Gorem leShikcha’ – 
causes one to forget their knowledge.
He doesn’t give a reason why, and he
doesn’t make any mention of chewing on 
thread while doing this.

Hale Shule was well represented in the Jewish 
Telegraph’s Inter-Shule football tournament at 
Manchester Maccabi, in June this year. We had plenty 
of experience with, Darren Massel, Konrad Keller, 
Rabbi Aharon Bloch, Simon Mattisson, Barrie Taube, 
David Simon and a late entry, our very own, Rabbi 
Yisroel Binstock. However our experience did not 
foresee our lack of a warm-up, losing the first game 
4-0 to a youthful, exuberant Vine Street.

We knew we could do better than that, with Rabbi Yisroel joining us 
as our star keeper for the second game. However, a change-over 
confusion calamity allowed the opposition to score a very weak 
goal. We had our doubts about this late entry, but the ‘Rabbi Keeper’ 
was having none of it, flying through the air making incredible 
Schmeichel-esk finger-tip saves, ensuring that nothing got past 
him. It was the outfield players turn to miss opportunities to pull 
the game back and alas it ended 1-0 to Stenecourt.

With our ‘Rabbi Keeper’ finding form, and a renewed confidence 
in our energy, we headed into the final group match with an air of 
possibilities. Our passing and movement was sharp and inventive, 
dominating the game, but chance after chance was missed. 
The game ebbed away ending 0-0.

Miraculously two loses and a draw was enough to get us through 
to the next round, where we were to face Sha’are Hayim in an epic 
local derby. There was a long wait before the start of the game, 
the tension between the two Shule teams was rising. Who will be 
victorious? Who will have bragging rights? Who has the better 
kiddushim? It was getting very serious. 

The game started slow but pace increased with a succession of 
Sha’are Hayim corners, well defended by Hale. The game looked like
a stalemate, until in the dying minutes Mattisson received the ball 
on the right wing and slipped it past the Sha’are Hayim keeper, 
1-0 to Hale! Finally we had scored and against our nearest rivals! 
The whistle went and we were through to the quarter finals.

We were moved off the astroturf onto a muddy grass pitch to face
a team of giants all well in excess of 6 foot. We made a gallant effort, 
but our stamina took its toll and we conceded the match 2-0.

We left the tournament with our heads held high, and our stomachs 
full of BBQ burgers and hotdogs. We had made it to the quarter 
finals and beaten our neighbours.

Well done to all the players involved in the Hale team. 
See you next year.

Darren Massel

Inter-Shule 5-a-side Football Tournament - 16th June 2019

Ask the Rabbi
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Hale & District Bookclub welcomes 
the women of the community

Tues 10th Sept at 1.30pm & Tues 17th Sept at 8.00pm
at the home of Gillian Cohen where we will be discussing

‘The Tattoist of Auschwitz’ by Heather Morris

Wed 16th Oct at 1.30pm & Wed 23rd Oct at 8.00pm
at a venue to be confirmed where we will be discussing

‘Three Things About Elsie’ by Joanna Cannon

Tues 19th Nov at 1.30pm & Tues 26th Nov at 8.00pm
at a venue to be confirmed where we will be discussing

‘The Choice’ by Edith Eger

Tues 17th Dec at 1.30pm & Wed 18th Dec at 8.00pm
at a venue to be confirmed where we will be discussing

‘The Orphan Train’ by Christina Baker Kline

Contact Gillian Cohen for further details
07785 270 044

EVERY THURSDAY 
9.00-9.40AM - BEGINNERS
9.45-10.15AM - ADVANCED

Pearl Suite, Hale Shule

Learn the routines from 
the West End shows

No charge for Classes

A Hale Shule Initiative

Voluntary donations 
to a charity of your choice 

are always welcome!

Security provided

For further details, 
please contact 

Gillian Cohen on 07785 270 044

DANCE CLASSES
d”sb

THURSDAYS AT 8.15PM
Pearl Suite, Hale Shule
FOR LADIES

Enjoy an hour’s 
vocal workout 
exploring the music 
from the shows.

Come along and 
join our informal 
singing group.
No Auditions. 
No need to read music. 

SOUTHSIDE SINGERS
d”sb

No charge for Classes
A Hale Shule Initiative.

Voluntary donations to a 
charity of your choice are 

always welcome!
Security provided

For further details, please 
contact 

Gillian Cohen on 07785 
270 044

HALE & DISTRICT 
WALKERS

Get out and about this Autumn
Benefitting body and soul!

Come along and join our Walking Group.

Daily walks (weather permitting) 
arranged through our Whatsapp group.

We suit the pace of your walk 
to your fitness level - 

3 groups offered for slow, medium and fast-
paced walkers, as well as 

30 min/45 min/ 1 hour or longer walks. 
Something for everyone.

Come and enjoy our beautiful surroundings 
and meet up with old and new friends.

Contact: Gillian Cohen 07785 270044

d”sb
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Talking about death is not a modern thing 
to do. Some people might say that to do 
so brings bad luck. However, as Jews, 
being able to give our loved ones a 
traditional Jewish burial is a rite.

In Hale we have fully active men’s and women’s 
Chevra Kadisha. We undergo training to 
ensure our halachic standards are kept at
the highest level. All new members of the 
Chevra Kadisha are given a full induction. 
This is to ensure they understand the 
importance of the Mitzvah alongside the 
practicalities involved.

It is a Mitzvah to perform the duties of the 
Chevra Kadisha and we would encourage 
all members of Hale Shule to join us in the 
coming year. There are many duties that we 
are involved with and not all of them include 
direct contact with a deceased person.

We, in Hale, help the close family members 
through the minefield of legally required 
processes that have to be completed in 
order to comply with the law of the land.
We, as Jews, bury our loved ones as quickly
as possible and this requires a team of 
people to be able to drop everything in 
order for it to happen.

We all understand that if we were in the 
position of losing a loved one, G-d forbid,
we would stop what we were doing that day, 
or night, to attend to the family’s needs. 
This is what being part of the Chevra Kadisha 
is essentially about. We are “Holy Friends”.

We neither expect nor want thanks or 
praise for what we do. We can only perform 
the Mitzvah with enough people from the 
community involved. This can mean up to 
30+ individuals every time. 

Our task is huge as it is completely time 
bound. However, with enough people, 
they are rarely needed for more than
2 hours of their time.

This is a call-out to the whole community 
to join us in the Mitzvah of Chevra Kadisha. 
Please get in touch and we will give you
a full introduction before you commit 
yourself to it.

There are no barriers as to who can get 
involved with the Mitzvah of Chevra 
Kadisha. We have men and women of all 
ages and stages of their lives and welcome 
all Hale Shule members to take on this 
vital Mitzvah.

Our Chevra Kadisha
We are proud to be able to say that we look after our community

from the cradle to the grave.
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Opening a Deli has had a huge impact on our 
lives, putting the needs of the community 
to the forefront. Understanding what you 
want and how you want it and being given 
constructive advice in a thousand and one 
different ways. Listening and digesting all 
views in order to provide a sound, happy 
shopping experience for one and all.

Since opening we’ve had thousands of 
people walk through our deli door, young 
and old, religious and non religious and from 
all different cultures and walks of life. 

This is the reason why we call the deli 
“Our Deli”, a deli that happens to be kosher, 
not just “a Kosher Deli”. We want everyone 
to enjoy the experience of “Our Deli”.

Working under the Beth Din is not for the 
faint-hearted - lots of rules and regulations. 
But, as we have realised, working hand in 
hand, one step at a time, delicious dishes 
can and are being created, in an amazing 
environment, with exceptional colleagues. 
By the way, look out for even more exciting 
creations after Yom Tov.

Everyone enjoys that home cooked food 
“Made with Love”, from “Our Deli”. Carry 
on believing in us, trusting in us, and 
supporting us and we will give back to you 
in an abundance and more. Together 
Our Deli will go from strength to strength.

Elise and I would like to publically thank 
Michelle Taube for commissioning the 
beautiful painting. It’s so special and 
captures exactly what Our Deli is about. 

We would like to wish the whole 
community Shana Tova - a Healthy and 
Happy New Year and well over the fast. 

SOCIAL & COMMUNITY

Over 100 people gathered 
in early July to sample a 
wide range of kosher foods 
presented by KLBD at a 
Kosher Roadshow in The 
Pearl Suite of Hale Shule. 
The event was organised by 
Rebbetzen Leanne Binstock 
in conjunction with the 
Bowdon and Sha’are Hayim 
shules, as well as Lubavitch 
of South Manchester.

A wide selection of food, including vegan 
and health foods, were enjoyed by 
everybody. There was a separate table 
for all dairy products so it was clear for 
anyone with allergies.

After an introduction by Rabbi Binstock, 
Sharon Feldman-Vazan gave a fascinating 
talk about how the process of kosher 
certification works and how products 
are approved.

There followed an opportunity for all to
taste a generous variety of foods and 
drink! Ranging from hummus and crisps 
to vegan nut butters, popcorn, chocolate 
and butterscotch spreads, falafels, 
breads, gluten free cake and biscuits, 
protein balls, flavoured vodka and even
CBD oil, we were short of nothing!

With Elise and Richard Ordman from 
Our Deli in attendance researching new 
kosher product lines, a fun and tasty 
evening was had by all.

Kosher Roadshow by Rachel Stone

Meet the
Binstocks!
By Julia Harris
and Gillian Rowe
What better way for the 
new Rabbi and Rebbetzen 
to meet Shule members 
than to take them ‘on tour’?!

Eager to meet as many of the community 
as possible and in tandem with other events 
where they have already been able to 
meet members, Rabbi Yisroel and Leanne 
have happily taken part in a programme 
of Parlour Evenings and were warmly 
welcomed at the homes of several member 
hosts throughout June and July, hardly 
taking time to draw breath!

On each occasion, our gracious hosts 
invited a smallish number of Shule members 
to their home creating an intimate 
opportunity for the Binstocks to engage 
with them on a one to one basis and get 
to know just that bit more about how they, 
we and our kehilla tick.

Impressively at debriefing and planning 
sessions with the Rabbi and Leanne, they 
have shown us how, with ease, they have 
settled in so well in Hale and in what feels 
like no time at all they have bonded with 
so many of us, remembering names, 
nuclear and wider family compositions 
and even friendship circles! 

The Ladies’ Guild also put much effort 
into facilitating introductions with a coffee 
morning at the home of Jennifer and 
David Zucker.

If you have not yet met Rabbi Yisroel and 
Leanne through a Parlour Evening, Coffee 
Morning, Yom Tov or Simcha celebrations, 
Babies and Bagels, Nursery, the Rabbi’s 
Surgery, Summer Seudahs or in Shule, then 
please do get in touch.

We are planning more ‘get to know’ events 
after the Yamim Noraim. In the meantime, 
very many thanks indeed to all who have 
hosted events and helped to organise what 
we hope has been and will continue to be a 
very warm Hale welcome for the Binstocks.

Message from Richard & Elise

Photo by Karen Herman Wright



Coby & Emily Benson on the birth of a son

Ruth Benson on the birth of a grandson

Fiona & Reuben Berg on the occasion of Emma’s marriage to 
Jonathan Moyal

Barrie Bloom on the birth of a grandson

Linda & Philip Braunstein on the occasion of Alex’s marriage to Josh Alge

Alain de Botton on the birth of a great-grandson

Rena & Jeff Caplan on the occasion of Calvin’s marriage to Zoë Rose

Charlotte & Jonathan Cohen on the birth of a daughter

Angela & Anthony Cohen on the birth of a granddaughter

Sara & Raymond Crammer on the birth of a grandson

Ginette & Nigel Esterkin on the occasion of David’s marriage to  
Marli Stein

Andrea & Jonathan Flax on the birth of a grandson

Rabbi Mark & Louise Goldstone on the birth of a grandson

Della & Maurice Gould on the occasion of David’s marriage to  
Gabrielle Steuer

Michael Gould on the occasion of David’s marriage to Gabriella Steuer

David Gould on the occasion of his marriage to Gabriella Steuer

Michael Gould on the birth of a granddaughter 

Amanda’s marriage to Jonathan Stimmler

Anne & Francis Greibach on the occasion of Joshua’s engagement  
to Michelle Kozielek

Vivianne & Charles Greibach on the occasion of Natalia’s engagement  
to Inon Shemesh Sarel

Shirley Horwich on the birth of a great-grandson

Rabbi Dovid & Rochel Jaffe on the birth of a granddaughter

Kitty Joseph on the birth of a great-grandson

Zalman & Risa Klyne on the birth of a granddaughter

Darryl & Vicky Lee, together with all the family, on Darryl being  
awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for Services 
to Charity, and to the Jewish community in Manchester

Ella Lentin on the occasion of her 100th birthday

Niki & Clive Leveson on the birth of a grandson

Audrey & Bill Lister on the occasion of Nick’s marriage to  
Michaela Silverstein

Stuart & Maxine Marks, together with all the family, on Stuart being 
awarded a CBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for Voluntary 
Political Services

Louise & Scott Marshall on the occasion of Gabrielle’s Bat Chayil

Jacqueline & Jonathan Mond on the birth of a grandson

Muriel Mond on the birth of a great-grandson

Linda & Barry Price on the birth of a grandson

Rosalind Price on the birth of a great-grandson

Stephen Quinn on the occasion of Victoria’s engagement to Eric Shapiro

Jacqueline & Joe Rich on the birth of a grandson

Daniella & David Rosenthal on the birth of a daughter

Beverley & Neil Rosenthal on the birth of a granddaughter

Alan & Marilyn Segal on the birth of a grandson

Leila Spiero on the birth of a great-grandson

Ginni and Jonathan Steinberg on the birth of a grandson

Lady Beryl Steinberg on the birth of a great-grandson

Shelley & Peter Stoll on the occasion of Jay’s marriage to  
Samantha Magnus

Nici & Paul Wertheim on the occasion of Shoshi’s Bat Chayil

Hannah & Joshua Woolf on the birth of a son

1918

North West League
of Jewish Women
The North West Region of the League of Jewish Women
is continuing to give me the opportunity to be of service
to the wider community. Our volunteers continue to do 
hand care in the Heald Green Hospice and Christies.

Providing hand care, with Marilyn Segal, to the mothers
of the children of cancer patients at the MRI a few weeks 
ago in August, was very humbling. I was asked to give a 
manicure to a young patient of 15 years of age. She had 
lost her leg to cancer and she was so happy to have her 
nails painted in the brightest colour possible, her father 
watching with a smile.

We are always wanting more volunteers, especially at the 
MRI, where the mums very rarely have time for themselves. 
We, the volunteers, leave the hospital with a smile knowing 
that tender loving care is so necessary, relieving the stress 
for a short time.

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me 
if you have a couple of hours a month to spare.

Angella Carne
0161 928 8722 / 07855 954797

SOCIAL & COMMUNITY

Well, another year has gone by and we
say “Goodbye” to our school leavers.
We wish each and every one of them 
our love and best wishes in their new 
reception classes and we hope they
take with them all of their fond 
memories that they have shared here 
with all of us at Hale Nursery.

Exciting news!! This September our newly 
developed pre-school room will be up 
and running. This will be called Shamayim 
and will be just for the school reception 
class of 2020. 

The children will also wear blue polo 
shirts and sweatshirts and have their 
very own book bag, just like at big school 
(NCJPS). We have been enjoying the 
lovely hot weather and have managed to 
keep the children cool and safe during the 
summer months with plenty of suntan 
lotion, ice cream and our hugely popular 
paddling pool.

We are now preparing for all of the Yom 
Tovim, creating pictures to take home and 
displays for the wall and the children are 
learning all of the songs and singing them 
so beautifully.

Finally, we would like to wish you all 
Shanah Tova and a happy, healthy, 
sweet New Year.

From Pauline and all the Nursery team.

Lisa Carne in the Christie Children’s Cancer Ward
giving a manicure to one of the well deserving mothers.

Hale Shule Nursery
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Our goal at CST is to protect you. We want to ensure 
that you, your family, friends and community can lead 
the Jewish life of your choice.
 
We know that these are difficult times, with the 
terrorist threat and the overall political situation 
causing deep concern to British Jews. CST’s  
volunteers and staff are absolutely committed to 
protecting our Jewish communities throughout  
the country.
 
CST exists to facilitate Jewish life. Yes, antisemitism is 
a serious problem, but there is also the very positive 
reality of normal, daily Jewish life. That day to day 
positive experience may not make the news, but we 
should keep it in mind when we look at how things
now stand.

We have, unfortunately, seen terrible terrorist attacks 
against places of worship, including synagogues in the 
USA. After these tragedies, it has been truly humbling 
to be repeatedly thanked for keeping the UK Jewish 
community as safe as possible, but really it shows 
exactly why CST does its work, and why we need the 
total partnership of our whole community. We thank 
you for supporting our security work and ask that you 
report any suspicious or offensive behaviour to our 
security teams.
 
Finally, our warmest wishes for a happy Rosh Hashanah.
Please consider volunteering for CST or donating to us. 
We are a charity and we cannot do our work without 
your help. For more information, visit www.cst.org.uk 
In an emergency, call the Police and then call our  
24-hour National Emergency Number 0800 032 3263.

PROTECTING JEWISH LIFE IN THE UK

Community Security Trust is a registered charity in England and Wales (1042391) and Scotland (SC043612)

 @CST_UKCommunity Security Trust

National Emergency Number (24-hour) 0800 032 3263
London (Head Off ice) 020 8457 9999
Manchester (Northern Regional Off ice) 0161 792 6666

www.cst.org.uk

CSTmedia

CHARITIES

Manchester Jewish Museum moves to Central Library
Manchester Jewish Museum is excited to 
announce that it has moved temporarily
into the basement of Manchester Central 
Library as building work starts on the 
major extension of its historic Cheetham
Hill building – thanks in part to a £2.89m
National Lottery Heritage Fund Grant. 

The museum has always been housed 
in a former synagogue on the edge of 
Manchester city centre. It is now closed 
for two years to allow for the extensive 
building transformation. The museum has 
moved its collections into the city centre 
- creating an interactive pop-up Jewish 
Museum in the centre of Manchester for
the very first time.

Museum objects, historic photographs and 
recordings have gone on display at Central 
Library to tell and share the story of Jewish 
Manchester. An ‘object selection machine’ 
designed by artist, Kirsty Harris, allows 
visitors to interact with and explore the 
museum’s collection. Objects inside the 
machine include a World War One policemen’s 
truncheon, a 19th Century muff maker and 
a 1940s kosher ration book. Storytelling 
performances will bring these objects to life.

Alongside the ‘object selection machine’
is a ‘synagogue in a box’. Designed for 
schools visiting the Library, children will 
use art & craft materials to transform 
the library space into their own bespoke 
synagogues and, in the process, learn 
about the Jewish faith and worship.

Whilst based in Central Library the 
museum will also be running a community 
outreach programme across Greater 
Manchester. Food, music and storytelling 
activities will be held in community centres, 
museums and libraries across the region. 
The ‘synagogue in a box’ will also be 
taken out to schools, giving children the 
opportunity to transform their classrooms 
into their very own bespoke synagogues.

Leader of Manchester City Council, Sir 
Richard Leese, opened the pop-up Jewish 
Museum in July. Located on the Lower 
Ground Floor of Central Library, the pop-up 
museum is near the Children’s Library 
and next to the Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race 
Relations Resource Centre. Museum staff 
and volunteers are now also based in 
Central Library, as is the museum’s 
collection which is now housed in the 
Library’s archive store.

The building within which the museum 
has always operated is a former 
synagogue – the oldest in Manchester.
Built in 1874 by Jewish textile merchants, 
the Spanish and Portuguese synagogue 
has been described as a “jewel” by 
architectural historians. But the historic 
building needs urgent  repairs. The 
development project will help repair and 
restore the Grade II* listed synagogue to 
its original architectural splendour.

Supported by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and thanks to National 
Lottery Players, the development project
will also double the museum’s current 
size, creating a new gallery, café, shop 
and learning studio. The new museum 
will open in 2021.

Commenting on the move to Central 
Library, Museum Chief Executive, Max 
Dunbar, said: “We’re thrilled to have moved 
into such a busy and prestigious venue 
as Central Library. With over 1.8 million 
Library users a year, we can now share the 
stories of Jewish Manchester with even 
more people, building up excitement ahead 
of our grand re-opening in 2021. We’re 
extremely grateful to the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund, Arts Council England and 
Manchester City Council for making this 
move possible.”

Sir Richard Leese, Leader of Manchester 
City Council, said: “I’m delighted to be 
opening the pop-up Jewish Museum in 
Central Library. The museum plays such 
a valuable role in bringing communities 
together, celebrating cultural diversity 
across Manchester.”

The pop-up Manchester Jewish Museum
is open at Manchester Central Library 
on: Mon-Thurs (9am-8pm) and Fri-Sat
(9am-5pm).
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This year Magen David 
Adom UK is celebrating 
its 70th anniversary.
Our community has 
been successfully 
supporting and raising 
money for Israel’s 
ONLY national medical 
emergency services 
for seventy years.
We recently came across a series of old 
Magen David Adom UK photographs. It has 
been incredible looking back and seeing 
the support that we have received from 
succeeding generations of donors.

Over the years the Hale and Manchester 
community has shown us great support, 
raising close to a quarter of a million 
pounds since 2016 to go towards MDA’s 
biggest project yet – The National Blood
and Logistics Centre. The donations 
will help to keep the constructions on 
target, with an estimated completion 
date of early 2021.  

The Manchester Dinner campaign alone 
raised £100,000 towards this lifesaving 
collaboration between Magen David Adom 
UK, American Friends of Magen David 
Adom and the Government of Israel. 

As chairman, I am delighted with the 
results our small team has achieved over 
the last couple of years. We do feel, 
however, that this worthy cause deserves 
even more support and, in particular,
wish to involve the next generation 
(those of you who don’t yet have a bus 
pass!). If you are interested in joining our 
committee please get in touch with 
MDAUK via our website mdauk.org or 
by contacting me (the shule office will 
give you my details). As well as the 
Annual Dinner we would like to see other, 
more casual, events taking place in Hale. 

Jeremy Hart

CHARITIES CHARITIES

MEDICYCLES IN 
ACTIVE SERVICE650

IS ISRAEL’S ONLY  
NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL RESPONSE SERVICE

MAGEN DAVID ADOM

VOLUNTEERS
22,000

ISRAEL’S LARGEST VOLUNTEER ORGANISATION

MAGEN DAVID ADOM IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FIRST  
AID TRAINING OF THE PUBLIC,  
ITS VOLUNTEERS AND CREWS  
AS WELL AS FIRST 
RESPONDERS OF THE FIRST 
RESPONSE ORGANISATIONS  
WORKING IN  
CONJUNCTION  
WITH MDA.

THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
REQUIRES MDA TO CHARGE 
IF AN AMBULANCE IS 
REQUIRED TO TREAT OR 
TAKE A PATIENT TO HOSPITAL

MAGEN DAVID ADOM 
IS ONE OF ISRAEL’S

OFFICIAL 
EMERGENCY 
SERVICES3

100: POLICE
101: MDA 
102: FIRE

LOCALISED ORGANISATIONS  
TO ENSURE THE BEST RESPONSE  

TIMES POSSIBLE

FIFTEEN

ALL ISRAEL’S

FIRST RESPONDERS  
ARE DISPATCHED BY  

MAGEN DAVID ADOM, 
INCLUDING THOSE FROM

AMBULANCE 
STATIONS 

NATIONWIDE166

AMBULANCES & MICUs  
IN ACTIVE SERVICE

1,180

ALL  
MAGEN DAVID ADOM  
FIRST RESPONDERS ARE  

FREE OF CHARGE

6,500

MDA IN NUMBERS

MAGEN DAVID ADOM UK 

Manchester Jewish Butchers

Manchester Jewish Sportsmen

FlixnPix - MDA Manchester Dinner of 2019 with guest speaker, Robert Rinder

FlixnPix - MDA Manchester Dinner of 2019
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CHARITIES

Volunteering@thefed in south Manchester 
The Fed’s Community Services department based at Heathlands Village
in Prestwich welcomed a new member of staff to its ranks last November 

with the arrival of 30 year old Avital Gilbey. 

Anyone wishing
to offer their servicesas a volunteer shouldget in touch with Daliaon 0161 772 4800

(option 2). Avital at a recent coffee stop at Bowdon Shule.

The Fed welcomed a VIP 
guest to its Heathlands 
Village care home and 
headquarters recently 
when Matthew Hancock 
MP, Secretary of State 
for Health and Social 
Care, paid a recent visit 
to Manchester.
During an hour’s tour of The Fed’s 
facilities with Chief Executive, Mark 
Cunningham, Mr Hancock listened to 
personal stories from residents later 
joining them for afternoon tea along 
with families and staff. 

He also spent time with children with 
additional needs who were attending 
a Project Smile Play and Learn session 
at The Fed’s Children’s Centre, playing 
with them in the sandpit.

Mr Cunningham said, “It was a real 
pleasure to show Matt around our 
facilities. Social care is under immense 
pressure, and it was great to be able 
to showcase how a partnership 
approach in Greater Manchester is 
making a real difference to the quality
of life of our residents and people in 
the local community.”

As he left, the Secretary of State 
remarked that, “Heathlands Village is 
a brilliant example of a community hub 
with a great range of activities on offer 
for residents, such as keeping active 
with virtual bike tours. 

I was deeply impressed by their 
innovative approach of combining 
older and younger generations to 
improve outcomes for all - and 
would love to see this model rolled
out further.”

The Fed CEO, Mark Cunningham,
with Matt Hancock

My Voice is the answer to 
Holocaust Education
The Head of European Jewish Programming for 
Yad Vashem’s International School for Holocaust 
Studies met a very exceptional group of older 
storytellers at the beginning of July. 

Visiting The Fed’s 
My Voice Manchester 
Project based at 
Heathlands Village, 
Yoni Berrous was 
presented with signed 
copies of the latest 
set of life storybooks
by their authors or 

representatives. These nine further books 
will be added to the eight already archived 
at Yad Vashem. A further 11 are currently 
in progress with others planned.

Addressing the storytellers, Yoni spoke 
of the importance of bringing meaning 
to the Holocaust. Although people are 
exposed to the Holocaust in school or 
through film and TV this tends to include
“a lot of facts and figures and numbers, 
and this dehumanises it,” he concurred.
“The answer …. is to bring meaning and 
bring it ‘back to the core.’ My Voice is part 
of the answer.”

Asked about the importance of the 
project, he explained, “It’s about bringing 
back the story of the Holocaust with 
humans in the centre.” He wants to see 
the books “in every school… in national 
and local libraries. The next generation may 
not be able to meet the survivors, so we 
must introduce their stories to people.”

Storyteller, Gisela Feldman, recounted
the touching moment when her grandson 
told her, “Grandma, you told me your story, 
but now I have read the book I hear your 
voice.” Leonard Kaufmann expressed how 
he felt knowing a copy of his book was 
going to Yad Vashem: “I feel honoured. 
I would never have thought of it.”

Chairman of The Fed, Bernie Yaffe,
spoke of his pride in the project and the 
relationship built between Yad Vashem. 
“I’m delighted that The Fed’s small local 
initiative has assumed such significance
for Holocaust education throughout 
Europe, at the same time as providing 
essential befriending and fantastic 
opportunities for volunteers. It really
does tick all the boxes. “Responsible for 
the training of Holocaust educators in 
Jewish European communities, Yoni leads 
study programmes in Jewish schools 
and communities across Europe. 

My Voice couples volunteer befrienders 
from The Fed with Holocaust Survivors 
and Refugees to help them record their 
memories over weeks or months of 
getting to know each other. Recordings 
are transcribed and published into 
remarkable individual life storybooks 
providing treasured keepsakes for the 
storytellers, their families and future 
generations. The project is supported by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The project covers people’s entire lives, 
including their pre-war memories and 
celebrating how they built successful 
families and careers and contributed to 
their UK communities.

For further
information about 

producing your own life-story 

book or volunteering for

the project please contact
The Fed on

0161 772 4800 or email

info@thefed.org.uk

Five months into her role as one of five 
coordinators in the ‘volunteering@thefed’ 
team, she and colleagues recently caught up 
with the charity’s Communications Officer, 
Robert Marks. “Avital’s a breath of fresh air!” 
enthused her manager, Juliette Pearce. “She 
was brought in to focus on the needs of the 
south Manchester community and has quickly 
begun to make a very positive impact.
 
She’s working as part of one big team covering 
the entire Manchester Jewish community 
– both north and south of the city – which 
is based alongside our Community Advice 
and Support Team (CAST).  There are great 
benefits to our service users in siting our 
projects under one roof – above all the 
immediate access to our social workers and 
support workers, providing people with a more 
holistic service. Whilst officewise Avital is 
based in north Manchester she’s regularly
out and about, visiting and assessing people
in their south Manchester homes.” 

Avital describes how she ‘got thrown in at 
the deep-end’ when she arrived. “The team 
were in the throes of arranging a big Chanukah 
party for service users at Wicker Lane shul 
in south Manchester.  It was all systems go! 
But the event was brilliant with over 50 Fed 
clients, supported by around 20 volunteers. 
It really brought home to me how much 
benefit The Fed brings to people’s lives.”

Avital’s explained how her role will see her 
“arranging support for people of all ages who 
face a whole variety of challenges - whether 
chronic physical illness, mental health issues 
or loneliness and social isolation which sadly 
are a feature of life for so many people, not 
only older people.”

Bernie Garner, Director of Community 
Services at The Fed added, “A large part of 
Avital’s role is also about developing our 
services to reach more people in need living
in south Manchester, by forging stronger 
links with community organisations and 
shuls such as Hale and Yeshurun in Gatley. 
The Fed believes that greater partnership 
work between us and shuls, Luncheon Clubs 
and similar institutions, will result in people 
being better supported.

The Fed has to be flexible, and evolve with 
the ever-changing needs of the community.
In particular we want to make sure people living 
in areas where the communities have shrunk 
over recent decades, do not fall through the 
net. We want to reconnect people.

Avital will help further this ‘linked-up’ 
approach which will also involve care homes 
caring for Jewish people and Trafford Council 
from whom we received a winter resilience 
grant to partly fund her salary.  

All of this is aimed at keeping people 
independent and well, and importantly in 
terms of their psychological health - in touch 
with their local communities.” 

“There is so much to be done and so many 
people who will benefit from the work we are 
doing. This is a really exciting challenge for 
me,” adds Avital. 

Volunteering@thefed also runs the Heritage 
lottery funded ‘The Fed My Voice’ project
with volunteers befriending Holocaust 
Survivors and Refugees and being involved at 
all stages of the production of individual 
life story books. These are intended as 
keepsakes to pass on to their families and 
future generations and focus especially 
on documenting people’s lives before the 
Holocaust and rebuilt post WW2 here in the UK.

Another regular feature of the team’s work 
is the organisation of the charity’s extremely 
popular monthly ‘coffee-stops’ which bring 
groups of clients together to socialise.   
Volunteer Recruitment and Training Officer, 
Dalia Kauffman, stressed the need for more 
people to step forward and offer an hour or 
two of their time. 

She explained, “We are always short of 
volunteers. We have about 400 currently on 
our books, but believe it or not this simply 
isn’t enough. 

I’ve been working very closely with Avital 
since she joined us, in a drive to recruit more 
people to do one-to-one volunteering. 
I cannot emphasise enough how important 
this is. There is a huge need for support in 
the south Manchester community – from 
people who are affiliated to those living very 
much on the perimeter of the community. 
People need help with getting their shopping, 
doing errands, getting to hospital and of 
course, people are terribly, terribly lonely.

There are clients we have been taking to 
the Christie for treatment – some with zero 
connection to community – and when they 
see how volunteering@thefed helps them 
they are in awe. 

But the last thing we want is to keep people 
waiting once they’ve taken the step of 
getting in touch with us for help. We really 
are desperate for more volunteers.” 
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...don’t take our 
word for it. Here’s 
what our customers 
have to say:

Belong Morris Feinmann

www.belong.org.uk

dementia care at its best...

BELONG MORRIS FEINMANN  
178 Palatine Road, Didsbury, Greater Manchester M20 2UW

For further information or to book a tour of the village, please call 
us on 0161 804 4200 or email enquiries@belong.org.uk

Small-scale open-plan households maximise
independence and reduce reliance on memory

Everyone trained to recognise and deal sensitively
with the wishes of the person with dementia

Free Admiral Nurse service provides specialist
dementia support

Belong Morris Feinmann is rated ‘Good’ by the CQC and draws on 
20 years’ experience in supporting people with dementia.

Home Care and Day Care services

Colleagues, customers and families are encouraged
to work together to give purpose, creativity and
meaning to each day, empowering customers to
make their own decisions and choices

CAREHOME.CO.UK
REVIEW SCORE

OF

All the staff are kind, gentle and patient 
and have been there for me as well 
as our mother, who has dementia. 
There are many activities and events. 
My brother and I are very happy and 
grateful that we moved our mum here 
and would definitely recommend it.  
Deborah C

After much research, my son and I 
made the easy decision that Belong 
Morris Feinmann offered far and away 
the best care for my husband who 
has Alzheimer’s. His life at home had 
shrunk but now he has company and 
mental stimulation. 
Ali W  

•

•

•

•
•

Belong Morris Feinman 
celebrates second birthday

www.belong.org.uk

Belong Morris Feinmann, has celebrated 
its second birthday in style, as party guests 
gathered together to toast the care village, 
which has become an integral part of 
Manchester’s Jewish community.

BELONG MORRIS FEINMANN  
178 Palatine Road, Didsbury, Greater Manchester M20 2UW

The sun shone down on the joyous occasion, which saw residents and members of the public 
treated to a prosecco reception and an array of delicious treats, including a selection of cakes 
and strawberries and cream. 

Belong Morris Feinmann’s experience coordinator, Angela Luckett, said: “The party was a huge 
success and it was truly wonderful to see everyone come together in celebration of all the village 
has achieved over the last couple of years, which includes the provision of class-leading dementia 
care to the local community.”

The party was complete with live entertainment from renowned local double act, Brian and 
Maxine Warner, whose past audiences include the Royal family, and a heartfelt rendition of Sister 
Sledge’s ‘We are Family’ delivered by Belong staff, flash mob style.

Amongst the guest list was Didsbury West Councillors Richard Kilpatrick and Greg Stanton, 
Manchester City Councillor John Leech, and resident Barbara Jacques, who shared her 95th 
birthday celebrations with the village.

Belong Morris Feinmann is the sixth development from not-for-profit care provider, Belong, 
and was developed on behalf of the Feinmann Trust, which aims to support older people in the 
Jewish community.
 
The village comprises six households opening onto a private lounge, dining room and kosher 
kitchen. It also includes 13 one and two-bedroomed independent living apartments for rent or 
purchase, and a hub of facilities including a kosher bistro, synagogue, exercise studio and library.

Pictured above [L-R] Angela Luckett, Emma Rodger, Pauline Pike, Manchester City Councillor John Leech, 
Debbie Baker, Ashley Alldred and Angela Postma.

From top [L-R] West Didsbury 
Councillor Richard Kilpatrick, 
Ashley Alldred, Debbie Baker, 
Emma Rodger, Barbara Jacques 
and Angela Luckett.

Barbara Jacques and her son 
Charles Jacques
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020 8455 4996
paperweight.org.uk

Don’t get overwhelmed  
by paperwork, get help.
We’re here to help you sort out financial,  
legal or administrative matters when you’re 
finding it difficult or impossible to cope. 

Often people come to us at a time of crisis – 
for example after a bereavement, or during 
separation or divorce – and we are here to  
help anybody in the Jewish community who feels 
the pressure caused by paperwork and dealing 
with bureaucracy is just getting too much. 

Paperweight offers time, guidance, 
confidentiality, experience and a  
good deal of common sense. 

You can call us on 020 8455 4996.  
Our services are free of charge.
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DON’T GET OVERWHELMED, GET HELP.
CONTACT THE JEWISH COMMUNITY’S
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU.
Launched in 2010, Paperweight provides practical support to anyone 
in crisis in the Jewish community, living in London and Manchester. 
Our clients are aged  from those in their 20s to those in their 90s. 
They have all found themselves in circumstances beyond their control
and unable to cope with life’s daily ups and downs. 

A shock to the system such as a bereavement, losing your job, an illness, or a divorce creates a mass 
of paperwork issues on top of the emotional bombshell. When you are feeling isolated, stressed 
and vulnerable, and you just can’t cope, the simplest of administrative tasks feel insurmountable 
and the daily practicalities take a back seat; often leading to unwelcome, additional pressure and 
intrusion in what can feel a bureaucratic and impersonal world.

Jewish Care’s Community Support and Social Work team often refer clients to Paperweight for 
support. They provide a much-needed service to people across the community often at difficult 
times in their lives.
Daniel Carmel-Brown, CEO, Jewish Care

Our services are offered free of charge and delivered by an extraordinary team of volunteer 
caseworkers,whose professional knowledge and experience helps to provide guidance on financial, 
legal and welfare & benefits issues. They help to steer our clients towards independence and give 
them the confidence to carry on with their lives. They also endeavour to teach them how to avoid 
these pitfalls in the future and how to navigate their way through the bureaucratic maze. 
Paperweights’s volunteers make an outstanding  contribution to the Jewish community.
Gillian Merron, CEO Board of Deputies

We are an extremely cost-effective charity, run by a small management team based in Hendon 
who help to deliver tremendous impact for our donors. Indeed in 2018, 374 clients were supported 
and since we launched, more than 1,500 clients and their families have had their lives transformed 
for the better.

You might need our services or know of someone who does. You might want to volunteer with us 
and help others. And you might even want to make a small donation to support our work.
Please don’t hesitate to contact us on 020 8455 4996. 

For further information on our services, 
please do visit our website www.paperweight.org.uk 
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And hot off the press, here is their first 
Gesher interview:

1) WHERE DID YOU EACH GROW UP?
Daniel: Manchester, Broughton Park
Tamara: London, Golders Green

2) HOW DID YOU GUYS MEET?
We met in Italy on a Pesach programme.

3) WHAT IS IT YOU ARE MOST EXCITED 
ABOUT IN YOUR NEW ROLE?
To get to know the Youth and work together 
creating an epic programme.

4) WHAT EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES HAVE 
YOU GOT PLANNED FOR OUR YOUTH?
An amazing opening event to start the year 
followed by an awesome Tishrei. You’ll have
to stay tuned for exciting details of what’s 
to come.

5) DO YOU HAVE ANY SPECIAL SKILLS
OR TALENTS?
Daniel : I would like to say I’m an extremely 
talented Fortnite and Fifa player…however,
I’m sure all my friends would strongly disagree.
Tamara: I am a creative person and have a 
passion for arts. My “special skills” include 
baking, cooking, painting and sewing.

6) WHO IS YOUR FAVOURITE SUPER 
HERO AND WHY?
Daniel: My favourite superhero is Spider-Man 
because he’s relatable to everyone. Most of 
our superheroes we’ve seen include those like 
Batman and Iron Man. They are billionaires. 
Superman is an alien, Thor is a god. The Hulk 
is a scientist who was hit with gamma rays.
Spider-Man is just a normal kid. He has anxiety, 
insecurities and he is shy. He’s a normal guy, 
trying to live his life in a world of superheroes. 
Saving everyone from the little guy to 
stopping a galactic threat.

Tamara: My favourite superhero is Wonder 
Woman. Not only is she one of the most iconic 
female superheroes ever, but she’s also one 
of the strongest and most powerful. Not only 
does she have almost no weaknesses, she also 
has a personality that is incredibly inspiring. 
She demands truth in all aspects, including with 
herself. The appeal of Wonder Woman isn’t her 
ability to fly, defeat almost any enemy, or lack 
of weaknesses. Her appeal lies in the fact that, 
despite having an insane amount of physical 
and superhuman power, she always does what 
is right and just. When faced with difficult 
decisions, she makes the one that will save the 
most people, even if it means harming herself.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

We are delighted to welcome our amazing new Youth Directors at Hale Shule,
Daniel and Tamara Haffner. This record signing was completed from Borehamwood 

& Elstree United Synagogue (where they have previously been Youth Directors) 
just before the close of the summer transfer window…

Hey everyone,
Tamara and Daniel here. We cannot wait to meet youall. We have some great events lined up for you throughout the year so make sure to listen out for our first big event 

coming soon!!
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Almost all Adult and Family Education in Hale is provided in partnership with the Hale Adult Hebrew 
Education Trust.

Founded in the year 2000, the Hale Adult  Trust (HAHET) is an independent charitable trust funded 
exclusively by donations with the sole mission of providing a range of resources, promoting Orthodox 
Jewish Education for families in the Hale area. 

HAHET offers a diverse range of activities which cover regular learning either on a one-to-one basis 
or regular Shiurim, Children and Youth programmes, and Educational overseas programmes. Beyond 
formal learning activities, HAHET ensures that people can experience the joy of Jewish life by sup-
porting events and activities for Shabbat and Chagim.

We thank those generous individuals who help fund our activities, and ensure that everyone regard-
less of age, religious level or location has the opportunity to learn about and embrace everything that 
Orthodox Judaism has to offer.

Our current core activities include:

Engagement of Education Director Rabbinic Couple – currently Rabbi Aharon & Elisheva Bloch

Engagement of Youth Directors – currently Daniel & Tamara Haffner

Educational Programmes for Adults:

• Partners in Torah  - one to one learning
• Regular Shiurim- live and video link programmes
• Keynote Lecturers, Mini Seminars
• Events around Chagim
• Bet Hamidrash Library and Resources
• Poland programmes
• Publications

Wishing the Entire Community Shanah Tovah

A Happy, Healthy and Sweet New Year

Educational Provision For Children:

• Nursery Jewish Studies Curriculum
• Babies & Bagels
• Hale & Bowdon Cheder
• Aleph Bet Programme
• Barmitzvah / Bat Chayil Programme
• Parent & Child Learning

From All At The 

Hale Adult Hebrew Education Trust
- Providing Educational Resources

for the Community

For Parents in South Manchester

11 September:  Hartbeeps

18 September:  Rosh Hashanah
 Activity

30 October:  Baby Sensory

6 November:  Hartbeeps

13 November:  Little Groovers

20 November:  Caterpillar Music

27 November:  Hartbeeps

4 December:  Creative Fun

11 December:  Little Groovers

18 December:  Chanukah Fun!

Winter Break

£6 per session

10.30am at Hale Shule
Parking on premises
* Schedule is subject to change.

Lunch provided
To book your place, 

contact Rebbetsen Leanne / Elisheva
07715 870 164    07891 325 364
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For more information, 
please contact:

Rabbi Aharon 
07817 780 193 
Elisheva
07891 325 364
learn@hale-community.org.uk

d”sb

TORAGH
18

&
Schmooze

Booze
With Rabbi Aharon

An enlightening, refreshing, and 
social atmosphere, complemented 

by great food and great whisky!

Thursdays - 8.30pm-9.30pm
20 The Mount

For more information, 
please contact R’ Aharon

on 07817 780 193
or trustdirector@icloud.com

d”sb

NEW

A fortnightly engaging discussion 
accompanied by a broad selection 
of coffees and teas 
(and croissants!)

Join us for our next
exciting topic!

11.15am
In the Beit Hamedrash*

For Men & Women

d”sb

TEFILLATEFILLACafé

With Rabbi Aharon

Chassidus:
Tap into the Depths

of our Jewish Mystical Teaching
with Rabbi Aharon

An Exciting 
Text-Based Class

Every Shabbat
8.50am-9.25am

Horizons

Broaden your horizons with a weekly class 
on the Torah portion.

With relevant messages, combined with 
easy-to-understand Kabbalistic and 

mystical interpretations, Rabbi Mansour’s 
podcasts are not to be missed!

Every Friday - 8.00am-9.00am
In the Pearl Suite

Extensive breakfast provided
For Men & Women

For more information, 
please contact R’ Aharon

on 07817 780 193
or trustdirector@icloud.com

with Rabbi Eli Mansour

d”sb
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EDUCATION EDUCATION

A small group of women, from teens through to fifty somethings 
and each working to her own level, has been meeting up every 
Tuesday night for over 14 years.

We are enthralled with the weekly Navi Shiur. Thanks to the Hale 
Adult Education Trust, we are blessed to have the incredible 
Rebbetzen Rivi Brussell broadcast to us live from Jerusalem via 
FaceTime. We take it in turns to read a small amount of text, 
translate it and look at the commentaries to help explain it. We are 
very proud of our achievements. Just before the summer break 
and after two and a half years, we finished Melachim Aleph, The First 
Book of Kings. Rivi joined our Siyum (‘completion celebration’) 
via FaceTime.

Here is a summary of Rivi’s encouraging words to us: “We have 
learned through studying Tanach that we should be kinder to ourselves. 
It’s important to recognise the perseverance and commitment to do 
with learning. As we progress through the books of Nach we get a 
broader and deeper picture of the history and the story of the Jewish 
people. The story is woven from many different pieces. Each book 
brings a different piece of the tapestry. It’s not so much concerned 
about giving us a pep-talk or encouraging us to follow in the same 
path but it gives a sense of what the different pieces of history are.

Each has a slightly different focus. The book of Shoftim gave us 
a sense of the beginnings of life in the land of Israel – the ups and 
downs and challenges of a lack of central leadership. 

Books of Shmuel 1 & 2 brought us into a time of transition and the 
hope that there will be some kind of unity and tranquillity which would 
eventually come through central leadership and focus. Finally, the 
Jewish people became united in the days of King David.

Then to the book of Kings with the building of the Bet Hamikdash - 
and the reign of King Shlomo and the division which came right 
away after a very very short-lived unity. Unity seems to be a fantasy 
which was hard to retain and we learned what happened once 
division became entrenched and how that plays itself out during 
the course of the earlier kings.

The second book of Kings will be the first 400 years of living in the 
Land of Israel. More ups and downs, what made it difficult to sustain 
the unity. It’s a fascinating journey and each piece is important. It’s
not a perfect story by any means, yet this is the beginning. Unity is 
not simple. It seems easier to live in chaos rather than in harmony 
and unity, which was more often prevalent.

It’s commendable and impressive. Enjoy the accomplishment 
as it’s quite significant!” 

All the ladies agree that our reading, translation skills and knowledge 
of text that we knew little about, has increased phenomenally.

We urge you to join us on Tuesday nights at the home of 
Rebecca and Craig Lewis - 8.30 to 9.30pm.

Linda Price

Women’s Tuesday Night Shiur with 
Rebbetzen Rivi Brussell

Calling all women in our community! Are you up for the challenge?
If you can read Hebrew, love to learn and enjoy fascinating, dramatic 

narratives then the Tuesday night women’s shiur is for YOU.

While the end of the fiscal year
is a time to put finances under 
the microscope - ensuring 
all income and expenses are 
precisely accounted for and 
equally important – we consider 
the trajectory of income for 
the coming year. A public 
trading company’s stocks will 
rise or fall and keep shareholders, 
traders and stockbrokers eagerly 
anticipating their financial report.

The same is true in our personal life. We 
have our own ambitions and goals, not 
just professionally, but on a much deeper 
level. Our self-image, character traits and 
relationships with those closest to us are 
regularly monitored and scrutinised. The 
Yomim Tovim, however, are that time for 
both the reflection and the submitting of 
our own personal report. 

How have we grown in the past year? 
What’s our trajectory towards happiness, 
positive attitude, anger management, 
handling disappointment, ambition for 
Chesed, spirituality, Jewish connectivity, 
prayer, Torah study? The list goes on...
How much do we care or emphasise 
real growth?

HAHET – Hale Adult Hebrew Education 
Trust is here to provide useful, creative 
and enjoyable programs. We currently 
have an abundant array of educational and 
social activities with some new exciting 
initiatives on the agenda.

As educators, we have tried to broaden 
the variety, accessibility and availability 
of education to a wider spectrum in the 
community. Whilst we have continuously 
increased our numbers in the one-to-one 
learning program, we have also initiated 
numerous other programs and classes. 
These include a Hebrew reading course, 
Haftorah leining and a medical ethics 
group led by Dr Jonny Lieberman - for 
those in the broader medical field. 

We’ve also started a new Women’s Shiur 
via zoom every Wednesday morning with 
Rebbetzen Vanessa Broder on ‘living 
lighter’. This is in addition to the Tuesday 
night text-based video link shiur with 
Rivi Brussell. The women are currently 
studying Melachim – Kings.

In an effort to further bring education 
into the home we’ve had a great time 
bringing top speakers from around the 
world, especially on weekends. The topics 
have varied between Charedim in the IDF, 
teshuvah, Israel Advocacy, AI consciousness 
and G-d, addressing the Israeli Arab conflict 
through the loving classroom, and many 
more fascinating and inspiring home events. 

This year, as in the past, around the Yomim 
Tovim and festivals, we’ve continued to 
offer informative, relevant and palatable 
sessions to help the everyday Hale man 
or woman master the relevant service and 
festival - enhancing our appreciation of 
what’s going on in the calendar.

In shule, the fortnightly Café Tefillah 
continues to be a strong educational 
alternative to the Shabbat mussaf service. 
A croissant, coffee and a thought-provoking 
discussion are a fantastic recipe to make your 
shule experience exciting and dynamic.

However, it’s not just formal Education. 
The flagship weekly social program is
Babies and Bagels. Every Wednesday 
morning mums and their babies come 
together in the Pearl Suite to interact, 
play and eat! It’s a terrific setting to meet 
the young mothers (and grandmothers) 
of our community.

Please also look out for some of our 
upcoming new programmes:
“20 pages of Talmud every Jew must know.”
“Tzurba Merabanan” – the study of 
contemporary topics following the Torah 
chain from the Bible and Talmud, and 
through Jewish history to modern day 
rabbinic responsa.
“Cuddle-up Shabbat” – for nursery aged 
children and their parents (or grandparents).

There’s so much going on so please keep 
a look out to see if any of the happenings 
are up your alley. It would be a shame to 
miss out!

Finally, we feel that Gesher magazine 
gives us an excellent opportunity to show 
our appreciation for the privilege we’ve 
been given to work with the fascinating 
and incredible Hale ‘family’. We feel that 
the warmth of the community in general 
and the depth of our interpersonal 
relationship keeps growing exponentially 
as we transition to our fourth (!) year here.

Ketiva Vachatima Tova,
Have a wonderful, meaningful and 
happy New Year!

Aharon and Elisheva
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ARTICLES AND FEATURES

R: Firstly, how do you like to be addressed?
(Our new Rebbetzen looks surprised at this...)
L: ‘As Leanne…!’.

ABOUT LEANNE…
R: What are your specific interests in life? 
L: Hmmm, I guess my life has always been 
community oriented with all ages, old 
and young.

I’ve been involved in different areas…
at university campuses helping Jewish 
students feel more integrated, working with 
youngsters, and also working with families 
of all ages... I want to help people integrate, 
network and find a Jewish social group. 
 
R: So, your work is also your main interest? 
L: I mean, I do have hobbies but I don’t see 
them as the focus of my life. I enjoy music 
and I play the guitar. I like to paint, I enjoy 
all types of dancing but I don’t really have 
much time for it these days! I did ballet when 
I was younger, and later taught it to children, 
whilst we lived in Israel. I also enjoy more 
contemporary forms of dance. I studied 
speech and drama for years, and taught that 
too. I love all of these things and they help me 
to express myself and engage with people 
but they are not what gets me up every day. 
 
R: What makes you happy?
L: Connection. I guess feeling connected 
makes me happy. Whether it be connecting 
to Hashem in a spiritual way or connecting 
to the people I love.
 
R: Talking about people you love what’s it 
like being so far away from the family?
L: Yes, it is not easy. I’m very close with my 
family, and most of them live in South Africa.
 
R: Do you get to see them?
L: Yes, but nowhere near as much as I’d like
to. We are all very close and we are in touch 
all the time. Not easy when you marry 
someone British!
 
R: ...Which brings us to the move to Hale. 
Can you sum up your first impressions of Hale?
L: In a word, “surprised”. I didn’t expect the 
warmth of our welcome to the community. 
Everyone was so friendly. There was a positive 
energy in the air and even the weather was 
gorgeous that first Shabbos! I guess I was 
pleasantly surprised.

R: How do you manage to juggle life as a 
Rebbetzen and as a busy young mother?
L: The balance is hard for anyone with young 
children who works. I work in the mornings 
around the children’s school and nursery and 
again from their bedtime until late into the night.
 
R: That’s a long day. How do you look 
after yourself?
L: Harder during our move and settling in 
here but my husband and I make sure there’s
a night free for ourselves.
 
R : Aah...date night. Portnoy style?
L: Yes! But you don’t have to be a Rabbi and 
Rebbetzen to have “date night”! 
 
ABOUT REBBETZEN LEANNE
 R: Is there a Rebbetzen school and if there is 
what do they teach you there?
L: I never thought of it as Rebbetzen school, 
but our programme in Israel had a three-year 
Rebbetzen and Rabbi track. I also spent 
2 years in seminary in Israel before University. 
Yet, it was really about practical experience 
after the programme rather than lessons. 
I also completed the Chief Rabbi’s Ma’ayan 
course in London in 2018 training women to
be educators and leaders.
 
R: What is the role of a modern day Rebbetzen?
L: This is a great question. I actually gave a 
presentation on this very subject to a group 
of Rebbetzens at the European Rebbetzens’ 
Conference in Milan last year. 

In a nutshell: Each Rebbetzen is different 
and comes with her own skillset, but each 
community is also different and unique. 
The role of a Rebbetzen is to get to know her 
community, meet and connect with people. 
It is important for a Rebbetzen to be aware
of the worldly issues facing her community 
and be available to help people navigate 
through them from a Jewish perspective.

It is also important to give women a voice 
within the community and help them feel 
proud of and inspired by their Judaism.

R: What are your hopes and aspirations in your 
role of Rebbetzen in the Hale community?
L: A lot of things but I would like everyone 
to feel that they have a place and to feel not 
only welcome but that the community is a 
home for them. I want everybody to feel that 
Hale Shule and community is theirs, that 
they can get involved and they don’t feel 
pushed away or excluded for any reason.

R: So, is it important for you to embrace religious 
diversity? Different levels of observance?
L:Yes. Hale is a proud, authentic Torah shule, 
but we need to make sure it is a place for 
everyone. We need our shule to be a place 
of warmth, love and acceptance for all levels 
of observance.

ABOUT WOMEN
R: What challenges do you feel face modern 
Jewish women?
L: I guess the one that stands out the most 
is the challenge of balancing the many roles 
that are expected of women today. We feel 
pressure to excel in all of them. I wonder 
how many women in the past felt the same 
pressure to climb the corporate ladder whilst 
juggling multi-generational family needs, 
being a good friend and supportive member 
of the community, finding time for healthy 
self-expression and maintaining that all 
important social media account!!!

Another challenge I think modern Jewish 
women face today is that we are living 
in a society that doesn’t always value or 
understand the true meaning of femininity!
But this is a complex topic and maybe 
deserves a shiur of its own one day!
 
R: Who are your role models? Which women 
inspire you?
L: So many different women have inspired 
me but first on my list must be my mother. 
She’s an amazing woman, one of the most 
giving people I know. It’s hard to put into 
words, but maybe when she comes to visit 
us in Hale one day, you’ll understand why!
Sarah Shneirer - she lived in pre-war Poland 
and introduced the concept of Jewish 
education for women and was responsible
for an entire movement which has benefited 
every Jewish woman.

Lastly, on a lighter note....
Princess Kate – she’s an example of how 
classy and elegant modest clothing can be! 

So, there we have it. I have asked all my 
questions. Leanne is very much her own 
woman and devoted to the communal life
she leads. Personally, I hope she still finds
some time for the art and dance.
 
 
 

A Conversation with Leanne (and do call her Leanne…)
by Ruth Benson

So, picture the scene. It is a sunny day, there are gardeners making a lot of noise in the lovely gardens 
and our new Rebbetzen greets me with her wide, friendly smile. The children, Motti, 7 and Didi, 4,
are happily occupied in the playroom. Atara, 2 is at nursery and once we have had a warmup chat

and cup of coffee, we get down to the intensive Gesher ‘no holds barred’ interview!

Forgive me for writing a travelogue, but 
hopefully this is somewhat out of the ordinary.

For the last 20 years, I have organised an 
annual walking holiday for friends – but with 
a difference.  Each year we go to a different 
country in Europe….where the cheapest 
Ryanair flight takes us.  From Corsica, Croatia 
and Crete, to Switzerland, Sicily and Slovenia. 
From Portugal, France and Spain in the west, 
to Poland, Slovakia and Turkey, in the east. 
Of the more unusual places we have visited 
are Bran Castle (Dracula country!) in the 
heart of Transylvania, and Mostar in Bosnia –
a city steeped in tragedy, especially during 
the last Balkan conflict.

We spent a night there, actually sleeping in 
an Ottoman Museum. In the morning, the 
Curator insisted on giving us a guided tour 
of the museum, including the very bedroom 
we had just slept in complete with Turkish 
furniture and carpets. Not your typical 
Travelodge room! 

We have brought in Shabbos in a variety of 
unusual places. One year we went Chol HaMoed 
Sukkot and I personally schlepped a mobile 
sukkah up a 4,000 foot mountain just so that we 
could have a quick snack in it!  Meshuggah (?).

This year we visited Albania, the last 
country in Europe to turn its back on 
Communism as recently as 1997.

The south of the country is more prosperous, 
being only a few miles from Corfu – the 
nearest place to fly to and only a short 
ferry ride over from there to the mainland.
It is a very interesting country with 
spectacular scenery, unspoilt beaches 
and fascinating sights such as Girokastra, 
a UNESCO World Heritage town with a 
magnificent castle perched high over the 
roof tops, and Butrint, an amazingly well 
preserved archaeological site close to the 
Greek border.

Our guides took us to an isolated village, 
a three quarters of an hour drive in a 4 x 4 
down a bumpy dirt track. The owner of the 
only shop in the hamlet was so delighted 
to see us.  I think we were the only visitors 
in months!  The room next to the grocery 
store doubled as a meeting room, school, 
place of worship and entertainment centre 
– complete with 42” screen and DVDs. 
Apparently the village had produced more 
professors than any other place in Albania – 
perhaps it was because there was nothing 
else to do there, but read!

Once our guides knew we were Jewish, 
they were particularly keen to recount the 
experiences of the Jews in the country 
during the War and to tell us an extraordinary 
story of human courage and fortitude.

Besa (pledge of honour) is an Albanian 
cultural precept, translated as ‘faith’ and 
meaning ‘to keep the promise’. The guides 
told us that during the Second World War, 
the Muslims of Nazi occupied Albania 
saved the lives of thousands of Jews. In 
fact Albania was the only  country to have 
more Jews in it at the end of the war than at 
the start!  That story is told in a remarkable 
film called ‘Besa’ – The Promise. This 
documentary, released exclusively to film 
festivals and not available on DVD, explains 
how not a single Jew was betrayed by the 
mainly Muslim citizens of Albania.

I recently contacted the Director and he 
has given me the link to watch this amazing 
film. If anyone would like its details, please 
e-mail me on roger@bowerharris.com and
I would be pleased to oblige.

Albania is certainly a country to put down
as the very next item on your bucket list!

Walking in Albania 
Roger Bower discovers a country with a special place in history.

ARTICLES AND FEATURES
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Wishing everyone a happy Yom Tov
and well over the fast

Let’s Talk with Gillian Cohen
Voice coach, Gillian, has taught, examined and lectured in Voice, 

Speech & Drama and Presentation Skills for over 30 years – in the public
and private sector, in education and in commerce.

ARTICLES AND FEATURES

Her work encompasses Acting and Voiceovers, 
Business and Management Presentation and 
Staff Training Courses. She has currently had 
two books published: ‘Our Living Language’ and 
‘The Expert’s Guide to Speaking in Public’. Gillian 
has been living in Hale for over 30 years and she 
and her whole family have been involved in lots 
of different ways in the community. 

In fact, it was Gillian herself who started
our very own Gesher magazine as a way of 
bringing together the whole community, not 
just those who attend shule or other events 
but to include everyone who is a member. 
Our community has always comprised many 
different kinds of people - young, old, those 
who’ve lived here even before Hale Shule 
was built, those who have moved here quite 
recently, those who are more religiously 
observant, those who are less observant 
and people who are involved in all kinds of 
different areas in their business, professional 
and personal lives.

Gesher (which literally means bridge) was 
Gillian’s way of connecting all those various 
people to the community of which they are all 
an equally important part. Gillian has helped 
many people improve their communication 
skills over the years - and even the shyest of 
people have flourished with her guidance. 

For the past three years, Gillian has co-
ordinated a number of groups for the Hale 
community - singing/dancing/walking and a 
book club. She has watched with delight how 
people have enjoyed themselves and their 
confidence in communicating has grown as 
a result of their participation in these classes.

Keeping fit and giving the vocal chords a 
workout assists in keeping the voice sounding 
young and helps with breathing. So, for 
anyone out there who thinks they may enjoy 
any of the groups, please do come along and 
give them a try!

Gillian believes that the confidence that 
comes from knowing we are able to express 
ourselves with ease, extends to all areas of 
our lives, whether it be a business meeting, 
a wedding speech or simply just a conversation 
in shule with another person! It’s all about 
making the other person feel comfortable 
and feel good about themselves which is 
most definitely a skill that can be learnt -
even if it does not come naturally. A useful 
tip is to try to get the other person to talk 
about themselves - be a great listener and 
ask plenty of questions! Naturally, the words 
that you say are vital but, equally important,
is tone of voice and non-verbal language. 

Our voice, speech and non-verbal language 
reflects the image we portray to the world. 
We can learn how we can simply and 
effectively implement change and find our 
voice, so that our communication skills can 
reveal who we really are. 

Gillian also emphasises that speaking in 
public in any forum is an absolute privilege 
which must be remembered if you want 
people to actually listen to you and persuade 
them to see your point of view. Always use 
appropriate language to address the audience 
to which you are speaking – for example, jokes 
which may be appreciated by the groom or 
best man at a wedding may not not go down 
so well with older people present!

Social media is vitally important  and presents 
us all with yet another golden opportunity to 
communicate efficiently and effectively with 
others. However, we must ensure we do not
fall into the trap of neglecting our speaking 
skills as we become evermore reliant on 
messaging and electronic communication.

We must encourage our children to use their 
spoken skills as much as possible and make the 
time to speak to them properly so that they, too, 
learn how to communicate well verbally within all 
age groups. In order to stand out from the crowd, 
employers expect spoken and conversational 
skills to be just as good as written skills.

As her tag-line goes “be the very best version 
of you - perfect your communication skills” 
- whether in the work-place, interviews or in 
personal relationships - Gillian helps people 
to be as expressive, articulate and enthusiastic 
as possible. She works in the strictest of 
confidence, using several different techniques, 
depending on the individual.

By Natalie Zemmel 

Please contact Gillian if you feel she may 
be able to help you or any of your family 
with communication or presentation skills, 
including accent softening!!  It’s easy to 
contact and communicate with Gillian! You 
can do so via email: voiceconnect1@aol.com 
or mobile: 07785 270044

Gillian with husband, Stephen.
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Experts in the 
management, planning 

and production 
of innovative,

exciting events

Please get in touch to discuss 
your bespoke requirements

jenna@jennakel lerevents.com

www.jennakel lerevents.com

0161 903 9196

Don’t stop  
believin’...
If you’re disenchanted with your lawyers, perhaps it’s time for a change. 
Our business and personal law teams have the skill and experience to restore your faith.

Don’t forget! We’re ‘the building with the bee’ here in Altrincham. 
Myerson Solicitors, Grosvenor House, 20 Barrington Road, Altrincham, WA14 1HB. 

Call:    0161 941 4000 
Visit:  www.myerson.co.uk

Jeremy Lee
Commercial Property 

Partner

Amanda Freeman
Partner & Head of 

Private Client
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arsha
verview
P

Devarim is the 43rd of 54 
sedras

1st of 11 in Devarim

Written on 196.5 lines in a 
Torah

105 verses - ranks 32nd
(6th in Devarim)

1548 words - ranks 26th
(6th in Devarim)

5972 letters - ranks 24th
(5th in Devarim)

Parsha
Stats

Did
You 

Know

First Aliyah - 11 verses
The Jews are on the verge of 
entering the Land, and Moses’ 
death is imminent. Moses’ delivers 
his final statements to the nation. 
After a veiled rebuke for past mis-
deeds, Moses revisits the period, 
some 39 years earlier, before the 
Israelites left Mount Sinai, when 
he expressed his inability to bear 
the burden of leadership single-
handedly.

Second Aliyah - 10 verses
After the Israelites consented to 
the idea, Moses appointed judges 
to preside over the nation. He then 
recounts how the Jews traveled 
through the desert and quickly 
reached Kadesh Barnea, on the 
southern border of the Holy Land.

Third Aliyah - 17 verses
Moses describes the Israelites 
demand to send out spies to scout 
the land, and the tragic episode 
that followed. This caused G-d to 
bar that entire generation from 
entering the Promised Land.

Fourth Aliyah - 9 verses
At that time G-d changed course 
and headed back to the desert. 
A group of Israelites attempted 
to enter Israel, but lacking Divine 
protection, they were immediately 
attacked and massacred by the 
Emorites. 

Fifth Aliyah - 29 verses
38 years later, a new generation 
were ready to enter Canaan. Three 
areas were off-limits for them: 
Seir (Edom), Moav and Amon. The 
Israelites circled these lands and 
requested passage through the 
land of Sichon. Sichon refused. 

Sixth Aliyah - 21 verses
The Jews were victorious and 
took possession of his land. When 
the Bashanites then attacked, 
they meet a similar fate. These 
lands were given to the tribes of 
Reuven, Gad, and half the tribe of 
Menashe. 

Seventh Aliyah - 8 verses
He repeats the instructions he 
gave to these tribes to settle only 
after they have fought with their 
brethren to claim the Land.

Devarim contains 2 of the 613 
mitzvot. Both of them are 
prohibitions.

The Book of Devarim can be split 
into three parts: The first three 
parshiyot review their brief his-
tory, and restate the principles 
of the Ten Commandments. 
These are the foundations of 
the Judaism. The next three 
parshiyot contain 170 mitzvot, 
which contain the essence of 
day-to-day life. The final five 
parshiyot contain the basis of 
understanding what being a 
Jew means.

Devarim 1:12, which contains 
the word ‘eicha’, is leined in 
the same tune as the Book of 
Lamentations is read, in order 
to direct our thoughts to Tisha 
B’Av which occurs within the 
next few days.

JEWELS
OF JUDAISM

BREAKING NEWS:

Yorkshire Constabulary have 
had all their Sat-Navs stolen.

Police are looking for Leeds.

Just
For 
Fun

The whole book of 
Devarim takes place 
during the final 
36 days of Moshe’s 
life!

The children were very 
proud this week. We 
planted tomatoes, peas 
and raspberries in the 
Spring, and this week, 
we were pleased to see 
how they have grown!

NURSERY

NEWS

GESHER DEADLINE

16th August 2019

Looking forward to receiving your articles, 
photos, advertisements, reports, recipes, or 
anything and everything that is happening 

in Hale or beyond, which might be 
of interest to us all!

Deadline: 16th August

Candice, Gillian, Ian and Linda
gesher@haleshule.com

Unite 4 North Cheshire 
Jewish Primary School

We are aiming to raise £100,000 through a mass 
crowdfunding campaign to protect the only Jewish 

school in South Manchester from a critical and 
growing financial deficit.

We need your help to ensure a Jewish education 
to our next generation of leaders and innovators.

NCJPS exists to strengthen the Jewish Community 
of South Manchester for today and the future, but 
in recent years we have been struggling financially. 
Our budget for 2019-20 shows a £100,000 deficit 

and similar deficits are forecast in future years.

We are a happy, inclusive school. Help us continue 
to nurture our children and donate whatever you 

can spare. Your donations will be matched by gen-
erous donors, so even a small amount could make a 

huge difference!

Visit 
https://chuffed.org/project/unite4northcheshire 

to find out more and to donate.
Thank you so much!

If you would like to share your words of wisdom, please submit your article 
of no more than 500 words to nick@hale-community.org.uk

The ‘Shabbat Room’ at 
Wythenshawe Hospital 

has Shabbat friendly facilities 
and food. It is located directly 

opposite the chapel. 

The code to the door can be 
obtained from the Shule office. 

For further information, 
contact the hospital chaplaincy 

on 0161 291 2297.

Jeremiah, the author of the 
Book of Lamentations, was 
probably the most unpop-
ular prophet in history. For 
forty years, during the First 
Temple era, he hammered 
away at the people of Israel 
and warned them of G-d’s 
impending retribution. He 
said everything in the mar-
ketplace, so that everyone 
could hear. He was scorned, 
hated, threatened and per-
secuted. But he was never 
intimidated or silenced, be-
cause he spoke the word of 
G-d - and the word of G-d 
must be heard. However, 
nobody listened.

This was Jeremiah’s sor-
rowful destiny. He saw the 
destruction looming closer 
and closer, yet he could do 
nothing to prevent it. 

After the destruction of the 
Temple, Jeremiah resolved 
to follow the multitude 
of Jews who were led into 
captivity. When he found 
a blood-drenched trail, he 
knew he was in the right 
direction. All too soon, he 
came across dead bodies, 
severed limbs, and the piti-
ful corpses of the young. 
This is the backdrop to the 
Book of Lamentations and 
the poems of eulogy - Kin-
not - that we read on Tisha 
B’Av.

Rabbi Moshe Isserles wrote 
that when King Nebucha-
dnezzar came to destroy 
the First Temple, the Greek 
philosopher, Plato ac-
companied him. After the 
Destruction, Plato met 
Jeremiah near the Temple 
Mount, weeping and wail-
ing bitterly over the Tem-
ple ruins. Plato asked him 
“How is it befitting of a 
man of you stature to cry 
over a building, which is re-
ally no  more than a pile of 

sticks and stones?”

Jeremiah responded by 
asking Plato to recite his 
long list of complicated 
problems that challenged 
his intellect, and proceeded 
to solve them all in a few 
brief sentences. Plato was 
dumbfounded. How could 
any mortal man be so 
wise!

Jeremiah pointed sadly to 
the Temple ruins and said, 
‘All of this profound wis-
dom I derived from those 
‘sticks and stones’, and 

that is why I am crying.’

Real tears, meaningful 
tears that are shed out of 
deep and sincere feelings, 
are the most genuine ex-
pression of the essence 
of the human personality. 
When people are honestly 
moved or agitated, they 
shed tears.

Although we have a mod-
ern, thriving city in Je-
rusalem, the absence of 
the Temple makes us like 
a person who has had a 
heart transplant, but now 
has a weaker heart. Sure, 
the person is alive and can 
move, but what kind of life 
will it be?

Nowadays, most people 
are out of touch with their 
inner soul which genuinely 
mourns and appreciates 
the spiritual loss suffered 
with the Temple’s destruc-
tion. But with the many 
translations and explana-
tions of the Kinnot, one 
can explore the messages 
of Tisha B’Av, and begin to 
understand what we lost 
then, and subsequent trag-
edies since.

Based on words by
Rabbi A.C. Feuer in his
introduction to Kinnot,

Artscroll

Delve into the 
deeper side of 
Judaism
This week we discuss the
background to mourning on 
Tisha B’Av

Nowadays, most 
people are out of 
touch with...the 

spiritual loss 
suffered with the 

destruction

Why We Mourn

During Temple times, a person would 
bring a thanksgiving offering whenever 
he survived a life-threatening situation, 
such as serious illness. Psalm 100 was 
chanted during the process. As a daily 
reminder of all the potential dangers that 
we may encounter, many of which we 
may not even be aware about, this chap-
ter of thanksgiving was inserted into the 
morning service.

A relationship can only thrive if both par-
ties are cognizant and grateful for the 
many things which are done for them. 
Our relationship with Hashem is no dif-
ferent, and this point is an apt time to re-
flect on that fact. The chapter includes an 
imperative to ‘know’ that Hashem exists, 
and that He is the source of all the good 
that we have in life. Constant reflection 
can also help with internalising this.

Tip #41

Gratitude

Wishing you
a happy

and peaceful
new year
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The Police Federation said: “Society just isn’t as safe as it once 
was, and although the police service is doing everything within its 
power, we are swimming against the tide and it is the public who
are being let down.” Worrying to read, of course, but it became 
much more than that to me when earlier this year, my 18 year old 
daughter, Emily and I were catapulted into the active centre of 
violent crime statistics.

On the evening of 13 February I partially set my house alarm and 
left Emily for a couple of hours. As was my custom, upon return 
I drove into the driveway and got out of the car only after the gates 
closed behind me. As I was entering my house I was set upon by 
four tall balaclava-clad males with crowbars. A fifth, the lookout, 
was outside the gates... I shut the front door on them whereupon 
they began breaking windows to gain entry. The commotion 
sounded like gunshots.

I grabbed Emily and we ran upstairs and locked ourselves in her 
bedroom. The gang then tried to break into the bedroom. Without 
exaggeration, I think the security lock on the door (which I had 
purchased from Keyways eight months prior) saved us from 
becoming much worse than just an attempted burglary statistic.
I  feared for our lives.  

Using Emily’s ‘phone, I rang 999 for help and reported hearing 
gunshots. I rang my neighbour who, in turn, contacted my home 
security firm, Benchmark. They arrived within six minutes. 
Thirty armed Police and two helicopters (due to my report about 
‘gunshots’) arrived within thirty minutes. 

I had been screaming aggressively during the attack. Luckily, it 
scared off the thugs. They had long gone when the Police arrived 
and had to break into Emily’s bedroom to free us as the gang had 
damaged the lock trying to enter. 

Frightened. Traumatised. Terrorised. Emily and I had to leave our 
home. It could have been worse though. I suppose we need to be 
thankful that we were not physically hurt. I returned home after
a few weeks. Our lives have been turned completely upside down.
I no longer feel safe in my home. Emily will not return there. 

And so, what next? My feelings of fright, trauma and terror very 
quickly morphed into anger and I became determined to channel 
this anger into something positive. 

I want to make a change as soon as possible. I want no one to 
suffer the same experience as Emily and me. I want to stop the 
crime or at least reduce the rate. I want to live without fear and wear 
jewellery I choose to wear. I want to drive the car of my choice. 

Hearing that the Police lack resources is simply not good enough. 
We should not fear being attacked in the street or in our homes 
by gangs who want what we have. We need more policing, more 
cameras, tougher sentencing.

My first thought was to set up a local WhatsApp group through 
which we can help warn each other of any suspicious activity, 
danger or incident and to support each other. Had such a group 
existed at the time of my attack I might have been able to pre warn
a friend who was attacked a week after I was attacked. 

At the time of writing, the WhatsApp group has grown from a few 
to nearly 250 multi-faith members of the local community and the 
number is increasing daily...

With this growth we have been able to start considering what steps 
we might take to tackle the problem of presenting as easy prey to 
gangs. We are aiming to create a smaller ‘working’ group and to 
engage, as near to the top of the tree as possible, with those who 
can help us make a difference. We have already reached out to a 
local councillor and local mayor and now have sights upon the City 
Mayor. I also want to present our plight not just to our local MP but 
right up to Home Secretary level. We also need the help of the 
Press to publicise our mission. 

I am obliged to those with connections who have already been 
able to raise our profile with those in authority and want to galvanise 
as many as possible and reach the highest level to rid us of gangs.

If you would like to join the WhatsApp group and help make 
a difference then please contact me.

Regards
Adi Freeman 

From Adversity to a Rebirth
At the beginning of 2019, Home Office figures showed that violent crime

recorded by Police in England and Wales had risen by 19% in a year. 
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WHAT’S NEEDED:
– Place some floral foam onto a small
 round/square dish. This foam is a must
 to form the base of your arrangement
 and the most popular is oasis.
– Florist’s tape
– Scissors
– 10 roses (5 pink and 5 white)
– 3 Singapore orchids
– 3 x Sedum Autumn Joy
– Foliage

Before starting to make your arrangement 
it is important to condition all flowers and 
foliage by cutting the ends of the stalks at
an angle and then leaving them in a bucket
of water for a few hours. 

Let the fun begin  - the secret to a successful 
arrangement is to build up your foliage with 
a 5 pointed star and then to fill in until all of 
the oasis is covered. Soft ruscus is the ideal 
foliage to use for a posy display.

Try to give a little height to your display, 
but not too much, as your guests probably 
would like to be able to talk to the person 
sitting opposite!  With your flowers, also 
use the 5 point principle in building up 
your arrangement. Florists always use 
odd numbers for symmetry.

Here Alan has used 10 roses - but 5 pink 
and 5 white.  Use all of the buds and cut 
the flowers to different lengths to create 
depth and texture.

Finally, always remember to put a plate 
or dish down on your table before the 
arrangement – French polishers are very 
expensive!  A lovely addition to your 
arrangement for Rosh Hashanah would be
to put some apples on a skewer and add
in at random intervals – simple, beautiful 
and very festive.

ARTICLES AND FEATURES

How to Create a Professional Posy 
Table Arrangement by Nikki Lee

First of all enlist the help of a professional, and who better to fulfil this role 
than Alan Clarke who tended to the needs of The Cheshire Set for 30 years 

from his shop,“Remember Me”, in Hale Village.
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barkers
T H E  F L O R I S T

0161 980 3378
www.barkerstheflorist.com  email: sales@barkerstheflorist.com
Barkers The Florist, 105 Thorley Lane, Timperley, Cheshire WA15 7AL

Fabulous bouquets, creative 
arrangements and wonderful 
gifts, specialists in weddings,
events and funerals.

Barkers team are passionate 
about flowers and providing 
a first class service to all our 
customers.

We also stock a large selection 
of gifts including Champagne, 
Chocolates, Soft Toys and Candles.

Michelle 

I have been going to yoga for 
approximately 2 years at the 
Sephardi Shule on Wicker Lane 
m. I love it although it can be hard 
work occasionally and you find 
muscles you didn’t know you 
had, your balance and breathing 
improves and you do get a rest 
at the end where sometimes
you might find me asleep. Zzz.

Emma Feldman our instructor is 
the best! She always has a smile 
on her face even when we start 
laughing and say” we can’t do 
that”... we do giggle quite a lot 
especially when I go right and 
everybody else goes left ..

On a serious note I feel fitter, 
taller and healthier and you meet 
some lovely people of all ages.

All I can say is that it’s good 
fun and very good for you. 

Thank you Emma. 

Natalie
I’ve been doing Emma’s yoga
for a few months and I really 
enjoy the Tuesday morning 
yoga sessions. It’s a chance to 
relax and focus on my body 
and my breathing. 

I’ve done other yoga classes 
but this is by far the most 
enjoyable. It’s lighthearted,
fun but also a good workout. 
My body feels stronger and 
my mind more relaxed. Yoga 
teaches us about connection. 

For me attending a yoga class 
is a lovely opportunity to 
connect within my community
a beautiful synagogue with a 
lovely group of ladies.

Whatever your level I would 
definitely recommend 
Emma’s yoga.

Yoga Class participants
share their experiences...
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Pidyon Haben means “redemption of a son.” 
According to the Book of Exodus, during
the tenth plague in Egypt, the firstborn 
sons of the Egyptians were all killed, but the 
firstborn sons of the Israelites were spared. 
To commemorate this, Israelite firstborn 
sons were consecrated to divine service in 
the Temple.  For a variety of reasons over 
time, Temple service became the domain 
of Levites and Kohanim (the two Jewish 
priestly orders). This meant that regular 
Israelite firstborn sons were off the hook. 
Sort of.  In order to fully absolve their sons 
from the obligation to perform Temple 
service, parents were required to give 
money to a Kohen and effectively buy 
back (“redeem”) their little boys. Though 
the Temple no longer stands, according 
to Jewish law the claim on firstborn sons 
still exists, and therefore parents have the 
obligation to do this kind of redemption, 
through the Pidyon Haben ceremony.

A Pidyon Haben ceremony is only required 
for a male firstborn who is, in the words 
of the Bible, “the opening of his mother’s 
womb.” So, if the baby did not have a natural 
birth, or was not the first “opening of the 
mother’s womb” then no Pidyon Haben is 
required. Since the obligation to work in 
the Temple only applied to sons of regular 
Israelites, if either parent is a descendant 
of Kohanim or Leviim, then no Pidyon 
Haben is necessary. 

The actual ritual is pretty simple (especially 
compared to a bris!). To redeem his son, 
Josh needs the equivalent of five silver 
shekels - which Jewish law determines is 
about 4.4 ounces of pure silver - and a 
Kohen to give it to. 

Today is the 31st day of Jacob Harry’s life. 
Josh will bring him to Ray Green, a Kohen 
who has been close to both Hannah and 
Josh’s families since before they were born.  
He will make a statement indicating that 
Jacob is Hannah’s (his Israelite mother’s) 
firstborn son and he has come to redeem 
him as commanded in the Torah. Ray will 
ask Josh which he would rather have, the 
child or the five silver shekels which he 
must pay.  Josh (hopefully) states that 
he prefers the child to the money. Then 
he recites a bracha and hands over the 
coins. Ray holds the coins over the child 
and declares that the redemption price 
is accepted in place of the child. He then 
blesses the child and returns him to the 
custody of his family.

Various Pidyon Haben customs have 
developed in different times and places. 
It is usual to carry the baby out to his
Pidyon Haben on a silver tray. The baby 
is surrounded with sugar lumps (in the 
hope of good things to come) and garlic 
cloves (against evil spirits), he is draped 
with gold jewellery to symbolise the high 
value placed on him by the community. 

The food eaten at a Pidyon Haben is 
considered to be a mitzvah and the custom 
has arisen for guests to take the garlic 
cloves and sugar cubes and use them for 
cooking, thereby infusing regular food 
with the flavour of a Mitzvah.

By Sara Crammer

Pidyon Haben
Jacob Harry Woolf - Nissan Baruch Ben Dov Behr

14th July, 2019 – 11 Tammuz 5779

INDEPENDENT ESTATE  AGENTS PROPERTY SALES AND RENTALS

212 ASHLEY ROAD, HALE
CHESHIRE, WA15 9SN

RENTALS: 0161 941 6767
rentals@watersons.net
208a Ashley Road, Hale, WA15 9SN

SALES: 0161 941 6633
hale@watersons.net
212 Ashley Road, Hale, WA15 9SN

91-93 SCHOOL ROAD, SALE
CHESHIRE, M33 7XA

RENTALS: 0161 973 2266
rentals@watersons.net

SALES: 0161 973 6688
sale@watersons.net
91-93 School Road, Sale, M33 7XA

LOOKING TO SELL OR 
LET YOUR PROPERTY?
• Number 1 Agent on Rightmove

• Best Agent in Altrincham & Sale
 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019
 by the British Property Awards

• Google’s Most Reviewed Local Agent
 4.6             HALE  |  4.9             SALE

• WHICH? Magazine Recommended
 Top Agent in the North West for Pricing

• 400 Properties Sold
 in the Past 12 Months

• Achieving on Average
 98% of Asking Price

• Over £2.5 Million Generated
 in Rent for Landlords in
 Past 12 Months

• Only Local Agent
 to Offer Video Tours

• Dedicated Member of Staff
 Providing Updates Throughout
 the Sales Process

• Full Time, Local, Experienced
 & Qualified Staff 7 Days a Week
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When I was a little girl I spent hours 
‘colouring in’. I’ve always loved design, 
creating floral displays, throwing myself into 
every aspect of my own house and interior 
design... and then... on my day off about
18 months ago, I picked up my sketch pad 
and stepped into an art class run by my 
friend Anne Brackup. Bliss!!

“Bring an object you would love to draw 
in class,” Anne said. EASY! I pulled out a 
photo of the home my kids grew up in and 
I copied it. I titled it, “Where the kids 
partied and...” The class gathered around 
and said how gorgeous my drawing was, 
and I admit I left class beaming.

Then, my sister’s 20th wedding 
anniversary came along - I drew her family 
home and framed it. She and her husband 
were thrilled. Next, her birthday came 
along - I drew our childhood ‘Heyman 
home’ and framed it - and boy, what joy 
it brought!  I then took a leap of faith and 
dipped my toe into Facebook and Instagram. 
I started attracting interest and, lo and 
behold, I received some orders!

I meet lovely people who send me photos 
of their homes, chat through family hobbies, 
football teams they support, family life, 
and with such detail I create personalised 
portraits that now hang in their homes.

Hey, it’s no crime to start something new!

If you’re interested in a drawing as a gift, 
or for yourself or family, call me... take a 
look at my Facebook page - it’s a sweet 
memento and a lovely process.

Have a good Yom Tov!
Gayle Shalom x

From the Police Station to the Easel! 
After 25 years as a criminal defence lawyer running from courts to police stations
to prisons you would be right in thinking that I have plenty of juicy stories to tell,

but I was asked by Gesher to tell you how it is that ‘HomedrawingsbyGayle’
came along and... I’m delighted to do so!

My mobilenumber is07872 188873
Art for Art’s Sake07707 125337

“I meet lovely people who send me photos
of their homes, chat through family hobbies, 
football teams they support, family life, 
and with such detail I create personalised 
portraits that now hang in their homes.”
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Maybe thinking now about how your Yom 
Tov table is going to be set, and decorated? 
In terms of floral design, are you going for 
a rustic look, a more modern, structured 
arrangement, a delicate rose bowl 
centrepiece, or a gerbera casually placed 
on top of each guest’s napkin with a few 
single stems displayed in a definite line in 
the centre of the table?

I find choosing flowers for different 
occasions always a particular pleasure, 
especially as they always put a smile on 
the recipient’s face, but also because they 
fill the home with so much warmth and 
vibrancy.  When choosing flowers for this 
time of year, there’s a myriad of varieties 
available, with a wealth of colours to 
complement any décor. 

Some people like to hold on to the summer 
months, especially when our summers 
often seem so short-lived, and will choose 
brightly coloured flowers. However, others 
will embrace the changing season, and the 
move to a New Year, by opting for 
rich, autumnal tones. However, there is 
one flower that I love that seems to suit 
all occasions throughout the year, that’s 
available from May till September, and 
that’s the hydrangea. 

A reliable choice which looks effective 
however you choose to display it - whether 
in a single tall, skinny glass vase or a 
vintage bottle, to being used en masse in 
a grand scale arrangement. At this time 
of year the colour of hydrangeas starts to 
turn, giving the flower a more vintage, 
muted autumnal look, that looks stunning 
displayed as a centrepiece, resting on a 
damask tablecloth. 

For a more dramatic and contemporary 
look, choose 4 pale pink hydrangeas, 
arrange them in a vase so that you leave 
space in the centre for several stems of 
delphinium. Its tall spikes of blue or white 
flower heads will make a bold statement 
on your dining table. Just make sure you 
place on your table strategically so that 
you still allow eye contact with your guests!

Sunflowers and gladioli are also readily 
available, and are both varieties that 
don’t need to be complemented by other 
flowers in a vase. They make enough of 
an impact on their own. Gladioli come in 
such an assortment of colours (though, 
if buying them before the blooms open,
 you may be in for a surprise when the 
colour isn’t quite what you had in mind)!

To prevent them from bending over once 
the blooms are fully open, it’s always best 
to pull off the tips of the blooms before 
they open, and before placing in your 
vase.  Sunflowers look sensational on any 
windowsill, but beware of the foul-smelling 
water that they can create if you don’t 
change the vase water regularly.

If you don’t have time to arrange flowers 
for your Yom Tov table, but want to achieve 
a striking, Rosh Hashanah look, then fill 
two wide-brimmed identical glass vases 
with red and green apples and place at 
either end of your table, and they will 
create a real talking point! Very simple yet 
effective. To continue with the hydrangea 
theme, you could also fill these with water 
and top them with a pale green hydrangea.

Enjoy playing around with different 
combinations of flowers and fruits for 
Succot, too. There’s no end of fun you can 
have trying out different looks to adorn 
your Succah.

However you choose to decorate your 
dining table, Succah or home for the Yamim 
Noraim, I hope you succeed in sharing 
sweetness, good health, happiness and 
peace with your family at this auspicious 
time of year!

Yours florally

Candice Dwek

Seasonal Flowers
Planning on sending flowers to a loved one for Yom Tov,

or even wanting to treat yourself? 
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DAY 1
Sitting in Warsaw airport, people start 
to gather round. We all have one thing in 
common – we are all Jewish. I see groups 
from India, USA, and the UK and I can hear 
Hebrew being spoken. 

I’m a little nervous about the emotional 
rollercoaster that we are about to embark 
on but I’m ready to learn, and am already 
feeling rather proud.

This was the largest MOTL UK delegation 
yet, with over 300 participants across 9 
buses.  Ours was the Northern Region bus 
in partnership with UJIA.  There was also 
a Multi-Faith bus, 2 other adult buses and 
then the rest were filled with students 
and youth movement workers.  Each bus 
had an educator – in our case the ever-
knowledgeable Clive Lawton - and a 
Survivor, accompanying them. We were
so privileged to have an amazing man - 
Alfred Garwood – a Child Survivor from 
Bergen-Belsen by our sides.  

Visit of Polin Museum
Our first stop was the Museum of the 
History of Jews in Poland.

The most poignant message for me here 
was that in 1935 Jews were living good lives 
here. With around 3 million Jews, it was 
a rich and thriving Jewish centre, but in 1937 
everything changed - anti-Jewish laws and 
the feelings that launched the Holocaust 
were gaining momentum. 

Walk of the Heroes
Clive walked us 
through the Warsaw 
Ghetto – we saw 
monuments to the 
brave Ghetto fighters 
who risked their 
lives to help others, 
surrounded by evil, 
and the place where 
they planned their 
resistance.  ‘Heroes’ 
isn’t a strong enough 
sentiment for these 
brave men, women and children.  
 
We stood outside the SS building - which 
remained intact after the war; the Jewish 
hospital - the holding place for Ghetto 
“inmates”; then in the Umshlagplatz - the 
Plaza where 300,000 Jews were rounded up 
and taken to die in Treblinka. How lucky am 
I to have been born in 1970, rather than 
30 years before.

DAY 2
The Warsaw Jewish
History Institute
This used to be a 
buzzing centre of 
Jewish Learning. 
4 years after it was 
built, it became the 
ghetto library. You can 
still see the scorch 
marks from when 
the Germans tried to 
set the Ghetto alight 
and hide all their evidence. Inside the library 
many everyday Jewish artefacts belonging 
to the ghetto residents were hidden in urns. 

A secret group called ’Oneg Shabbat’ made it 
their mission to collect items as testimony to 
what was happening. On the day before the 
Uprising, they buried these urns and other 
metal containers for posterity. These were 
unearthed in 1946 and 1950.

...And then on to
Lublin Yeshiva
A beautiful building 
from 1930. In 1939 the 
Nazis closed it down 
and shot all 250 students. Only 9 years of 
use.  I kept thinking, “what will I be doing 
in 9 years’ time, or even in 4 years’ time? 
Am I too naïve to think that I will still be 
free to live my life as I choose? That my 
children will be able to go to Uni, get a job, 
live where they want to live?”

Majdenek
A death camp remains 
there. It was cold and 
raining – how very 
fitting.  Across the 
road is a factory of 
some kind – what must 
people think when 
they pass this camp 
every day? 

When they work 
opposite it and look 
out towards it? Does 
it normalise it? I felt 
sick when I saw 
the ashes. Left as 
a mausoleum 
by the Russians.

DAY 3
Today was emotional. 
Starting with death... 
and ending with life.

Belzec
Words cannot describe 
this place which was 
built solely for the 
purpose of killing. 
Trains entered 
the camp, carrying 
10,000 Jews a week, 
each one led to the 
gas chambers. To die. 
The testimony from 
one soldier describes how “The Jews die - 
standing up, no room to fall.”It was a simple 
field made into a conveyor belt for death. 
Now filled with volcanic rock as a reminder. 
Fitting, simple, powerful.
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Zbylitowska Góra 
Forest 
Today we visited 
another unimaginable 
hell. A forest where
 8,000 people were
shot and 800 children 
had their heads bashed 
against the trees – 
horrifyingly – we were
told - so as to not
waste bullets. 

Polish priests and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and other Polish
’non-conformists’ were also killed there. 
Who were those people that could kill 
a child or adult in cold blood? Sadists? 
Following orders? Too scared to go against 
their peers/commanders? I just don’t get it.

Jewish Community Centre – Krakow
It had been a hard 
day. We needed to focus on life!

Krakow’s new JCC was opened by Prince 
Charles in 2008.  On an unrelated visit to 
Krakow in 2002 he had asked the smattering 
of remaining Jews what their dream was...
and they said they wanted somewhere to 
meet, somewhere to be Jewish and meet 
other Jews. Prince Charles, together with 
World Jewish Relief, brought this dream to 
fruition.

Now the community has 750 members and 
they are growing. Not all survivors left 
Poland and those that stayed had to hide 
their Judaism during the Communist era. 
Now, 30 years later, sometimes through 
a deathbed confession, sometimes from 
photos found in an attic - people are 
finding out about their Jewish heritage, 
wanting to know more. 

DAY 4 AND 5
Auschwitz, Birkenau 
and ‘The March’
Death, destruction, 
hate, unimaginable, 
sick, terribly sad. But 
they didn’t succeed.

The MOTL UK journey 
was a rollercoaster 
of emotion and the 
last two days of the 
trip encapsulated 
this perfectly.

DAY 4 
We were sitting 
in a barrack in 
Birkenau, listening 
to inspiring Survivor, 
Renée Salt, and her unimaginable life 
during the Holocaust. From life in the 
Ghetto, her journeys in cattle carts, to 
Auschwitz. To Bergen-Belsen.  

We sat in the barrack where she had spent 
time - starving and freezing. What an 
incredible hero. She survived a Ghetto in 
Lodz where her sister was taken from her, 
then to another camp where she lost her 
father, on to Auschwitz, still with her 
mother, and finally to Belsen.

She said her clothes froze on her body 
and people argued over how many sips of 
soup they had before passing the bowl on 
to the next person. She thanked G-d for 
her luck each time her life was saved, and 
she described the horrors she witnessed 
and lived through. She spoke with a 
trembling voice and at the end she said, 
“We must not hate. We must all live in 
peace. We must not be bitter.”

We walked around the gas chambers and 
absorbed the feeling of death. It was all 
around us. Again, I found myself questioning 
the mindset of human beings – being able 
to do this to other humans – have lessons 
been learnt?

In Auschwitz we saw this book with the 
names of all those killed. To see Paul’s 
Grandpa’s name in amongst those who lost 
their lives.... to know that his Grandpa had
to make the unimaginable decision to send 
his young children to another world without 
him (Paul’s Dad was 8 years old when he 
left Germany with his brother).

DAY 5 
I felt the opposite - what a contrast - same 
place but so different. Today felt like life. 
Everything I had hoped for when deciding
to come on March of the Living UK.

12,000 people. Mainly youngsters. Mainly 
Jewish but many not. Such a feeling of pride 
and of hope for the future. All wrapped in 
Israeli flags, some laying tefillin, some singing 
‘Am Yisrael Chai’ – all living proof of survival.

To be standing around the gas chambers 
singing the Hatikvah at the top of my voice,
I knew that whatever life throws at us, we 
will survive. 

Now it’s up to us to ensure that we, as a 
people, remain strong, vibrant and proud Jews.   

The Holocaust shouldn’t be at the centre 
of our Jewish identity.  I’m Jewish despite 
the Holocaust - not because of it. 
And I’m proud.

Nici Wertheim

March of The Living
28th April - 2nd May 2019

March of The Living
28th April - 2nd May 2019
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It’s not just his accent, which, to my ear, is 
virtually unintelligible. It’s what he’s talking 
about. There’s the clean water infill and 
the grey water outflow; there are the gas 
cannisters, the water pump, the auxiliary 
pump, the electric hook up, the stabilizers, 
the fold out table, the fold away bed and, 
most critical of all, the chemical toilet. Ah, 
the chemical toilet. This is where Lynne turns 
away with barely a hint of contained revulsion.

She wishes to see the size of the boot (or 
garage, pronounced garridge, with the rr 
spoken as a soft ‘d’) as we need to somehow 
accommodate everything we’ve schlepped 
up in the car. Lynne has brought enough 
kosher provender to sustain a medium sized 
birthright group, and demanded we bring 
sufficient clothing for a small expeditionary 
force tackling both the tropics and Himalayas.
I enquire about the necessity of taking a
12 pack of Highland Spring water up to 
Scotland, but receive no response.

Though we intend to walk a couple of hours 
a day, our selection of reading material is 
crucial. I bring the Lord of the Rings trilogy 
(last read 35 years ago) and the Rubin edition 
of the Book of Joshua and the early prophets, 
and I switch between fantasy and faith, and 
see much of both in real life on our travels. 
Lynne immerses herself in a Victoria Hislop 
fictional account of the Greek civil war. 
Periodically she mutters ‘nasty, that!’

We have a loose but structured itinerary. 
We start off in Perth, then head north to 
Dunkeld, making our way up the eastern 
Cairngorms to Braemar and Tain, then the 
north coast. We travel the NC 500 West 
from Dunnet Bay to Thurso, Betty Hill and 
Durness, then down towards Ullapool and 
the West coast of Gairloch, Sheildaig and 
Applecross, until finally winding our way 
back via Glencoe, Fort William and Pitlochry.

For almost the entire trip we are captivated, 
almost mesmerised by the breathtaking 
scenery. Every sweep of the road, each 
bend, brings us a view more serene or acute 
or dramatic than we have ever seen. The 
towns and hamlets so picturesque. We wild 
camp on most nights, other than Shabbat 
and a few days when we anchor down in 
caravan parks to change the water and, 
er, clean the chemical toilet. We stop in 
forests or meadows or in hills overlooking 
the vast oceans.

In the camp sites themselves we see and 
learn much from our neighbours. At one stop 
there was a couple in a motor home with a 
12-week-old bairn. And it’s never too early 
in the morning for a barbecue to sizzle with 
a breakfast comprising almost exclusively 
of massive, bellicose pork sausages, which, 
truth to tell, make our modest Haydn’s ones 
almost flaccid by comparison.

We visit the Braemar castle, which seems 
to have deers’ heads mounted in every one 
of its 55 rooms. The Lord of the manor was 
either obsessed, or very, very bored. Lynne 
enjoys both the Glenmorangie and Blair 
Athol distilleries. In Castlehill there is wild 
St John’s Wort (good for mood enhancement) 
and Meadowsweet (good for sore heads 
and stomachs) growing everywhere. Lynne 
looks at me blankly. That is what the whisky 
is for, she says. I wonder whether there can 
be too much of a good thing. Using an 
algorithm Facebook would be proud of, 
myzmanin.com proclaims Shabbat in Gairloch 
ends at 10.56PM. It’s a long Shabbat. The 
air is fetid. We learn never to make a cholent 
in a motor home.

This is not a fishing trip, but after 8 days I can’t 
resist, and come back with half a dozen very 
small brown trout. Lynne posts a picture of 
them on the family WhatsApp group. ‘Sardines!’ 
cries my son Aharon. ‘I’m still proud of him’ 
answers Lynne. Oh, for the love of a good 
woman. Several days later, in a fast pool on the 
Coe river on the west coast, I land a beautiful 
salmon. This is fishing nirvana.

We return with a multitude of untold memories. 
The pagan stone monuments. The fresh 
strawberries. But there is one which prevails 
over all the others. It is the ever-constant 
colour of green. The rivers, the waterfalls, the 
gorges, the forests, the rolling hills. And then 
I think of Israel. Our homeland. Of the parched 
earth, of how Hashem in His wisdom grants 
so much water to one country, and so little to 
another. Something to ponder. On our next 
trip to Scotland in a motor home.

Stephen Bloch

ARTICLES AND FEATURES

Scotland - 2 weeks in a motor home
The Scottish bloke from the motor home hire company is rattling off 

the features and mechanics of the vehicle at a ridiculous pace.
I can hardly understand a word the man is saying. 

STUNNING INTERIORS!
BY METROPOLITAN ISRAEL

For the last 30 years Metropolitan has maintained 
offices in New York,Italy and Israel, where we 
designed and built more than 500 homes.

Now living in Israel, CEO Marc Brown has turned his passion 
to helping fellow Anglos create their dream home in Israel 
with a team they can trust.

– All English team 
– Great Customer Experience
– Architecture, Interior Design and Build all in one

THINKING OF CREATING
YOUR DREAM HOME
IN ISRAEL? 

If you are considering renovating,
extending or buying a home in
Israelcall Metropolitan Israel now
to see how we can help!

Telephone: 00972 (0)53 246 5620
Email: info@metropolitanisrael.co.il
Website: www.metropolitanisrael.co.il

I DID.
Ben Stross from Hale.
I was so impressed, 
I joined his team.
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Ohr Meir V’Bracha 

ARTICLES AND FEATURES

The alarm goes off at 6:15, I open my eyes 
and realise it’s Thursday again and jump 
out of bed in anticipation of my ‘Jerusalem’ 
day, and joining the many volunteers food 
packing at Ohr Meir V’Bracha.

When I made Aliya 12 years ago, I remember 
saying to Ruthie Portnoy “what can I do 
that’s worthwhile and that will give my 
living in Israel some real meaning?” Ruthie 
replied, “I have just the thing for you. Come 
and meet a friend of mine - Liora Tedgi.”

That day changed my life. I have been 
involved in charity work all my adult life - 
mainly with JNF, which I loved. Raising 
money for Israel has always been part of 
what I am, but having been involved with 
Liora and Ohr Meir for the past 12 years, 
charity work has taken on another 
meaning for me. 

I love going to Yakim Street on a Thursday
and physically getting my hands dirty by 
packing challot or vegetables, which are 
then distributed to the 400 families we 
feed for Shabbat….

All the volunteers are wonderful and 
there’s a great comradeship between 
everyone as we laugh and joke whilst packing 
food for victims of terror, families who, by 
no fault of their own, find themselves in a 
very vulnerable and less fortunate position 
than ourselves.

Don’t kid yourself - I still raise money by 
approaching friends of mine and asking 
them for donations, especially for the 
Chagim, where we like to provide our 
families with extras eg chickens, honey, 
wine and pomegranates for Rosh Hashanah 
or matzo for Pesach….But there’s nothing 
as satisfying for me as when I see the 
people we are helping picking up their 
baskets which will help to make their 
Shabbat so much more pleasurable.  

Liora, the founder of Ohr Meir, is 
passionate about the organisation, and 
having been in a bus bombing herself, 
where, as a pregnant woman, she lost one 
of her babies, has vowed to help families 
who have also suffered at the hands of
terror and has never gone back on her word. 

She works tirelessly, travelling all over the 
world to raise funds to help those in need. 
She is an inspiration whom I am proud to 
count as one of my dear friends. 

The organisation is very fortunate that 
the Hale congregation have taken us to 
their hearts and raise much needed funds 
for us for which we are extremely grateful…

How happy was I this week to be packing 
food next to my dear friend Ruthie P?! 
Yes, we’ve come full circle.

Chag Sameach everyone and I look
forward to seeing you any Thursday you’re 
in Jerusalem at Yakim Street, and thank
you for your ongoing support.

Karen Abramson 

If you would 
like more information on how you can help support Ohr Meir V’Bracha please contact Ruth Benson on

07967 752790

Ruthie and Karen with Karen’s granddaughters, Libby and Malky Abramson

COD KITCHENS
& APPLIANCES

A WARNES FAMILY BUSINESS SINCE 1973

Our 6000 sq. ft kitchen and appliance showroom 
will surprise and inspire you with an impressive 
range of kitchens and appliances.

Whether you have a bijou space or are renovating 
on a grand scale, our kitchen designers are 
experts in delivering the wow factor.

We have a vast range of brands on display 
including Quooker, NEFF, Miele, Gaggenau, 
Siemens, Rangemaster, Liebherr and many more.

Our appliance team are trained by the 
manufacturers on the latest advances, so you’ll 
have the most up-to-date information to help you 
make the choice that is right for your lifestyle.

Visit our large showroom at: 
Norman Road, Broadheath, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 4EP 

Telephone 0161 941 2471,
Email hello@codkitchenappliances.com
www.codkitchenappliances.com
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5TH - 10TH NOVEMBER 2019 
THE WATERSIDE ARTS CENTRE, SALE
TO BOOK GO TO WWW.WATERSIDEARTS.ORG/WHATS-ON/ 

OR CALL THE BOX OFFICE ON 0161 912 5616

A Synagogue production by arrangement with The Musical Company Ltd.

LYRICS BY TIM RICE 
MUSIC BY ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

Joseph_Poster_A4.indd   1 13/09/2019   18:38

Tiber Island is the only island that 
stands in the middle of the Tiber which 
runs through Rome. The island, as you would 
expect, has a long history and was once the 
location of an ancient temple to Aesculapius, 
the Greek god of medicine and healing. 
The island became the focal point for healing 
and subsequently the establishment of 
hospitals. The present hospital dates 
from 1584. The full name of the hospital is 
Hospitaller Order of St. John of God 
or “Fatebenefratelli”. 

The ‘district of ghetto’ in Rome stands in 
near proximity to the island. On 11th 
September 1943 the Nazis occupied Rome. 
Very shortly afterwards there were rumours 
of a highly contagious disease spreading 
through parts of Rome, the afflicted 
being treated in the isolation wards at the 
Fatebenefratelli hospital. 

The disease was given the name of the 
‘K Syndrome’ and was ‘discovered’ by
Dr Giovanni Borromeo who was the head 
physician of the hospital.  The name 
suggests a connection to Koch’s Disease 
(TB) and hence the acceptance in circles 
which did not know better. 

The K Syndrome was an extremely selective 
infection affecting only Jews and anti-
fascists. In October 1943 the Nazis began 
the roundup of the Jewish population of 
the ghetto and wider Rome. Every location 
was searched by them including the 
“Fatebenefratelli” hospital, as the ghetto 
was only situated on the opposite bank of 
the island. When faced with searching the 
K Sydrome isolation wards in the hospital, 
the ‘Master Race’ baulked – afraid that they, 
too, would become infected. The Nazis 
never found out that they had been duped. 

The hospital continued to be a centre 
for refuge until the liberation of Rome in 
June 1944. 

Dr Giovanni Borromeo was recognised 
as a Righteous Amongst Gentiles and 
a memorial to him is in Yad Vashem.

As a footnote, the hospital was 
administered by the friars of the Order 
of St. John who were, of course, 
Catholics. Their attitude to the fascists 
and Nazis in Rome contrasted with the 
Papal ambivalence to what was going 
on in Italy during those times.

ARTICLES AND FEATURES

K Syndrome – the deadly disease that 
saved Jews in Rome

By Stephen Cohen 
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A toast to the Moon
by Stephen Lentin 

ARTICLES AND FEATURES

Each Sabbath morning preceding the
Full Moon we say:

‘May it be thy will, O L-rd our G-d and 
G-d of our Fathers, to renew unto us this 
coming month for good and for blessing.
O grant us long life, a life of peace, of good, 
of blessing, of sustenance, of bodily 
vigour, a life marked by the fear of Heaven 
and the dread of sin, a life free from shame 
and reproach, a life of prosperity and 
honour, a life in which the love of the Law 
and the fear of Heaven shall be with us,
a life in which the desires of the heart shall
be fulfilled for good.’

What is the significance of this emotional 
and heart-warming prayer?

The New Moon (the start of every Jewish 
month) is the most pivotal date in the 
Jewish calendar. Without the New Moon we 
could not have any of the Jewish Holidays. 
These holidays revolve around and are set 
by the date of the New Moon. It tells us
which day is the first of the month.

Today a set calendar tells us when the 
New Moon is celebrated. The Sanhedrin 
(highest Jewish Court) which does not
exist today, must declare “Rosh Chodesh”. 
When the Sanhedrin realised that the 
Christian Caesar was going to disband 
them, one of the most important things 
they did was to calculate all the new moons 
until the year 6000 of Creation (2240 CE)
and thus we have holiness on each Rosh 
Chodesh and each holiday and the 
“Sanctifying the New Moon”.
 

I think that the first moon landing on 
20 July 1969, which would never have 
been seen as feasible in biblical times, 
was certainly a pivotal event.

Let us celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of the moon landing. 

The moon was formed after early earth 
collided with a baby planet creating a 
‘Dust Doughnut’. Debris, ie. chunks of 
molten rock, were sent into orbit during
the impact, creating a seed for the moon. 
The dust and molten rock condensed 
into liquid, finally coalescing into a molten 
planet. The moon then became trapped 
in the earth’s orbit.

The moon is thought to have formed 
about 4.5 billion years ago. Not long 
after earth. Its gravitational influence 
produces the ocean’s tides and the 
slight lengthening of the day. The moon
is smaller across than the USA is wide. 
The moon is 0.275 the size of earth.

Earth’s moon is the brightest object in 
our night sky and our closest celestial 
body. Its proximity plays a huge role in 
making life possible here on earth. Its 
gravitational pull stabilises earths wobble 
on its axis, leading to a stable climate. 
The moon’s orbit is elliptical around the 
earth between 225,000 to 252,000 
miles away.

The moon is in synchronous rotation 
with the earth. It rotates in about the
same amount of time it takes to revolve 
around the earth. That is why we always
see the same side of the moon.

Neil Alder Armstrong. 
(5/8/30 to 25/8/2012)
Neil became an American Astronaut.
He was also an aerospace engineer, naval 
aviator, test pilot and university professor. 
He was an officer in the US navy and 
served in the Korean war and then as 
a test pilot for new planes. He was the 
first civilian astronaut to fly in space. 
He performed the first docking of two 
spacecraft with pilot, David Scott. 

His second and last spaceflight was as 
Commander of Apollo 11, the first manned 
moon landing on 20th July 1969.

Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin descended 
to the lunar surface and spent two and 
a half hours outside the spacecraft while 
Michael Colli remained in Lunar, orbiting
the command module. 
First words: “The Eagle has landed”.

“That’s one small step for (a) man,
and “one giant leap for mankind”.

There have been five more moon 
landings, so in total, twelve men have 
landed on the moon.

Neil Armstrong became a reluctant 
American hero. He did not like all the 
publicity and attention, having to go on 
world tours and be honoured. He bought 
a farm in the country and did a bit of 
teaching at the local university.

Neil Armstrong died in 2012 aged 82.

His remains after cremation were 
scattered in the Atlantic Ocean.

SOME FURTHER FACTS OF INTEREST:

The sun is 93 million miles away
Jupiter is 500 million miles away
Neptune is 2.8 billion miles away
1.3 million earths would fill up the sun

A light year: Multiply the number 
of seconds in one year (31,536,000) 
by the number of miles that light 
travels in one second (186,282 miles 
per second).

One light year travelled is therefore 
5.88 trillion miles.

The nearest star to earth is Proxima 
Centauri, which is 4.22 light years away.
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Education, education, education!
By Marnie Riches

ARTICLES AND FEATURES

BSG Full page ad A-W.indd   2 07/03/2019   13:04

By the time shule members read this issue
of Gesher, those with teenaged children 
or grandchildren, who have endured this 
nail-biting month of GCSE and A-level 
results, will be preparing for the next stage 
of their education - be it sixth form, a 
college course in something more practical 
or a higher education degree.Perhaps your 
bright young people will travel to an entirely 
different city or even country to study. 

With great trepidation, I remember cramming 
my ten pieces of luggage, PLUS bike, PLUS 
mother into a black cab to get the train to 
Cambridge. Those ten pieces of luggage came 
back and forth down the train line to East Anglia 
(and even on the ferry to the Netherlands for 
my year abroad) for four years. Why such a 
commitment to high-maintenance travel?

Because A: my mother was terrified of 
motorway driving and B: I’m a Jew, and 
education is massively important to us as an 
ethnic group. So, is it a cultural phenomenon 
that we should seek to educate our children 
to the highest level, or does this education-
fever stem from a tradition of Talmudic study?

Personally, I think it’s both. If you look back 
at the medieval period, where European 
Jews were excluded from all professions 
except usury, you see how as a people,
we’ve been shunted into certain careers.

If you’re going to be a money-lender in 
15th century Spain or Italy, you need to be 
pretty good at maths, right? 

How different were those entrepreneurs 
and bankers of old to our modern day 
Jewish business people and accountants? 

If you go even further back to the Abbasid 
Empire of the 9th century, where the origins 
of Baghdad’s fabled grand library, the House 
of Wisdom lie, Jewish scholars contributed 
to the academic debate and study that 
made the city famous as a shining beacon 
of learning, where conversely, Europe had 
plunged into the Dark Ages and would be 
mired in superstition and ignorance for 
centuries to come. 

More recently, Jews have become renowned 
as doctors, scientists, mathematicians 
and lawyers. We punch above our weight in 
the media, film, literature and music, too.

It’s interesting that successive generations 
of Jews have been encouraged to study 
the subjects and pursue the careers that 
everyone else can’t live without. 

In short, we’ve used education as a means
of making ourselves indispensable in a 
world that has delighted, historically, in 
dispensing with us by any means necessary.

But we’ve always managed to resettle, 
regroup and reproduce ourselves, and 
haven’t those skills stood us in good stead 
in our new lives and homelands?! We’re 
certainly no slouches, as ethno-religious 
groups go.

So, when you sit down and discuss 
education choices with your young people…
or if you’re a young person, contemplating 
your future, think about the strong work 
ethic and thirst for learning that has become 
embedded in Jewish DNA.  We’ve always 
worked and studied our way out of ghettos, 
poverty and persecution, so we know we 
can achieve great things, whether we’re the 
next Einstein or not. Along with an innate 
love of chicken soup and fish pletzels, what
a marvellous heritage that is! 

Editors’ Note:Don’t miss Marnie’s great new book, Tightrope, which came out in July and is partly set in Hale!! 
The paperback is available from Asda, Amazon and can be ordered from Waterstones. It’s in e-book too.

Promo code
BENCH1
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United Jewish Israel Appeal is a registered charity No. 1060078  (England & Wales) 
and Sc 039181 (Scotland).

ujia.org               

To support the work of UJIA 
today, you can donate online 
at ujia.org/kn19 or contact 
Jonathan Roland on 
020 7424 6447 or email 
jonathan.roland@ujia.org

CONNECTING PEOPLECONNECTING PEOPLE PEOPLE

CHANGING LIVESCHANGING LIVES LIVES

Kol Nidre has traditionally been 
a time when our community 
supports Israel and specifi cally 
the work of UJIA. This has made 
a signifi cant difference to the 
lives of so many people over so 
many years.

This Kol Nidre, our appeal is to 
raise funds for projects in Israel 
that support those on the 
periphery through education 
and into employment.

UJIA depends on the support 
from our community as we look 
to expand our reach and impact 
on the lives of even more 
young people. Your continued 
generosity is vital as we build 
lifelong connections between 
people and communities in the 
UK and those in Israel.

5422_UJIA-KN19-Hale-Ad02.indd   1 07/08/2019   10:39

SEARCH AND RESCUE

At ZAKA, we approach this New Year with awe – 
at the size and scope of the task ahead. 

As Israel’s premier search, rescue and recovery volunteer 
organisation, ZAKA is constantly training and improving its 
abilities and equipment to respond to multiple challenges. 
Be it terror, natural disaster or any mass casualty incident in Israel 
or globally, ZAKA volunteers are ready to provide emergency first 
response and specialist rescue and recovery services.

But we need your support!

Being ready and prepared to respond at a moment’s notice  
comes at a high price. We must ensure that all relevant 
emergency medical supplies and search and rescue  
equipment are in place and up to date.

This Rosh Hashanah, please donate generously so that  
ZAKA is indeed ready for whatever tomorrow brings…

Every New Year brings hope, 
mixed with trepidation.

UN approved

British Friends of ZAKA
233a Golders Green Road, London NW11 9ES | 020 8458 5391  
To donate online visit: zakauk.org  | Reg. Charity No. 1099639
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HEALTHCARE
INSURANCE

LIFE
ASSURANCE

Simon Taylor &
Danny Lopian

are delighted to support 
Hale Synagogue 
Gesher Magazine

 

How many insurance brokers have it ALL covered? One - Reich.

Contact us for more information:

0161 834 8877
info@reichinsurance.co.uk
www.reichinsurance.co.uk

‘Reich Group’ is a Trading style of Reich Insurance Brokers Ltd, Reich Life Ltd 
and Reich Healthcare Ltd who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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KOSHER
MEATS

FREE DELIVERY TO HALE & BOWDEN

Call Stefan Marlyn:
0161 740 3365

Email:
vidalskm@outlook.com
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NEW YEAR ,  NEW JOURNEY
The EL AL London team, wishes you and your entire family, a joyful,

wonderful, healthy and prosperous New year. Shana Tovah!

Oranit Beit Halahmy
Managing Director for North Europe & Africa

www.elal.co.uk
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