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DISCLAIMER 
Please note that the ideas, views and opinions 
expressed in this magazine are those of the individual 
author(s). They do not necessarily reflect the views or 
opinions of the Editors, the Rabbi, Executive or Council 
of the Hale and District Hebrew Congregation.

2021 PESACH EDITION 5781

Welcome to the second slimmed 
down Pesach edition of ‘Gesher Lite’ 
concentrating, in the main, on Shule 
centric and community activities. 
We continue to produce our bumper 
version of Gesher at Rosh Hashanah. 

Once again, we hope that Gesher 
Lite has captured religious, social 
and educational events highlighting 
programmes for adults, youth and 
children from the last 6 months. Due 
to the Coronavirus there may be less 
content than is the norm but only by 
a margin! The community has worked 
tirelessly to Zoom us all out with just 
about anything and everything that 
may be relevant to our members and 
our weekly diary has been burgeoning 
with interesting content. 

There is still lockdown time to settle 
in front of your screens to join in 
with all sorts of activities. We have 
had several long months of daily 
minyanim and beautiful Kabbalat 
Shabbat and Havdalah services as well 
as an abundance of learning, both in 
groups and individually, and creative 
and enjoyable social activities which 
a year or so ago we might not have 
imagined were possible online. We 
hope that Gesher Lite allows you to 
enjoy a journey through what has 
been happening for our members 

in Zoomland. One stand out event 
was ‘Hale Heroes’ acknowledging the 
wonderful volunteers amongst our 
membership - look out for the report. 

We thank Rabbi Binstock and Leanne 
and also Rabbi Evan and Tova Levine 
who, in spite of periods of isolation 
and general Covid restrictions, have 
made such a great impression since 
their arrival. We must also give a nod to 
the several Shule members who have 
taken the trouble to arrange and put 
together events from a Burns’ Night to 
a Treasured Memories Evening. 

Of worthy note recently have been 
the screen ‘performances’ of Rabbi 
Binstock and President Jonathan 
Steinberg. You can find these and 
lots more on the Hale Shule Group 
Facebook page which Julia Harris 
writes about. If you prefer to converse 
in person rather than online then you 
can always have a walk and a chat 
with Rabbi Binstock. See some (rather 
dubious) selfies and book your place! 

As we conclude our preparations for 
this edition of Gesher, the Government 
has just announced its road map out of 
restrictions and so we apologise if any 
of the information is now out of date. 
Do keep an eye on the Shule weekly 
newsletter for all that is happening 
with dates, times and venue.

Looking ahead, we hope that our Rosh 
Hashanah Gesher will be bursting 
with lots of ‘feel good’ articles from 
young and old - community news and 
views, hobbies old and new both pre 
and post lockdown, volunteering in 
the community and more - all worthy 
of our readership! We are grateful to 
receive your articles at any time for 
inclusion. Please send them to us at  
gesher@haleshule.com.

Thank you to our advertisers and 
contributors for your continued 
support and understanding. And, last 
but, definitely by no means least, a big 
thank you to Ian Keller who after several 
years at the helm of our Advertising 
Department (well okay he was the 
department) has decided to hang up 
his boots. We shall miss you, Ian. We 
are still wondering how you managed 
to get away with extricating yourself 
from all our meetings after a very few 
minutes to ‘leave you ladies to it?!’ 
Welcome also to Stephen Quinn who 
takes over from Ian and who seems to 
enjoy our full meetings! 

Wishing everyone a Chag Pesach 
Kasher Vesame’ach.

Gesher Editing Team  
gesher@haleshule.com

Editors’ Message
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Yom Tov Dates 
For Your Diary

Yom Tov Dates 
For Your Diary

Useful
Contacts

Useful
Contacts

MARCH - APRIL / NISSAN
Shabbat 27 March Erev Pesach

Sunday 28 March Pesach 1

Monday 29 March Pesach 2

Shabbat 3 April Pesach 7

Sunday 4 April Pesach 8

Friday 9 April Yom HaShoah

Shabbat 17 April Yom HaAtzmaut

     
MAY / SIVAN 

Monday 17 May Shavuot 1

Tuesday 18 May Shavuot 2

JUNE - JULY / TAMMUZ-AV 

Sunday 27 June Fast of Tammuz

Sunday 18 July Tisha B’Av 

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER / ELLUL - TISHRI 
Monday 6  September Erev Rosh Hashanah

Tuesday 7 September Rosh Hashanah 1

Wednesday 8 September Rosh Hashanah 2

Thursday 9 September Fast of Gedaliah

Wednesday 15 September Kol Nidrei

Thursday 16 September Yom Kippur

Tuesday 21 September Succot 1

Wednesday 22 September Succot 2

Tuesday 28 September Shemini Atzeret

Wednesday 29 September Simchat Torah

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER / KISLEV - TEVES 

Monday 29 November Chanukah 1

Monday 6 December             Chanukah 8

Tuesday 14 December Fast of Teves

JANUARY / SHEVAT 

Monday 17 January Tu B’Shevat

MARCH / ADAR 

Wednesday 16 March Fast of Esther

Thursday 17 March  Purim

APRIL / NISSAN 

Sunday 17 April Erev Pesach

New
Members

SHULE OFFICE
Open Monday – Thursday 9.30am to 1.30pm

General Enquiries 0161 980 8846

Fax 0161 980 1802

Email info@haleshule.com

Website www.haleshule.com 

RABBI YISROEL BINSTOCK
Office  0161 980 8846

Email rabbi@haleshule.com

REBBETZEN LEANNE BINSTOCK
Email leanne@haleshule.com 

EXECUTIVE
President Jonathan Steinberg

Vice President  Barry Price

Honorary Secretary Jonathan Hamburger

Honorary Treasurer David Zucker

First Warden Adrian Polak

Gabbai Adrian Polak

Ladies’ Representative  Debbie Horne

GESHER
Nikki Lee 07801 398210

Linda Price 07967 731321

Gillian Rowe 07940 268857

Stephen Quinn 07831 355055

Email gesher@haleshule.com 

NURSERY
Manager Kat Tilbury 0161 903 9486

KIDDUSHIM
Susan Sallon 0161 980 1016  

Email susansallon@gmail.com

CULTURAL EVENTS
Stephen Lentin 0161 941 1612

CHEVRA KADISHA
Linda and Barry Price 07860 462007

SOUTH MANCHESTER MIKVA 
24 Hours 0161 904 8296

CHESSED
Charlotte Cohen  07717 021258

Debbie Horne 07900 698265

Gillian Rowe 07940 268857

Chayim
Arukim

Susannah Benjamin on the loss of her father

The family of Deanna Berger

Jeff Caplan on the loss of his sister

Jonathan Craft on the loss of his mother

Stephen Elias on the loss of his mother

Simon Fine on the loss of his father

Susan Fruhman on the loss of her mother

Vivianne Greibach on the loss of her father

The Keeney family on the loss of Charles

Tracy Labaton on the loss of her father

Stephen Lee on the loss of his mother

Ella Lentin on the loss of her sister

Stephen Lentin on the loss of his aunt

Andrew Matlow on the loss of his father

Eunice Morris on the loss of her brother

Martin Polak on the loss of his father

Ruth Shammah on the loss of her father

The family of Joyce Solomon on the loss of Joyce

Avril Spier on the loss of her brother

The family of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

Ivor Adler

Amy Jo Brownson

Benjamin Brownson

Charlotte Cobb

Alexander Davies

Amy Gould

Justin Greibach

Callum Hyman

Emily Joseph

Ari Levy

Yoel Levy

Yonni Levy

Ben Marsh

Jacob Marsh

Alexis and Rebecca Mickler-Platt

Daniel and Gabriella Rodden

Marc and Lisa Shirman 

Gillian Suppree

Shabbat Pram & Buggy 
Pushing Service

S.P.S. has been set up in order to preserve 
the sanctity of Shabbat whilst, at the same 
time, facilitating young mothers to go to Shule and elsewhere 
to share Shabbat with family and friends. 

A non-Jewish child minder can be pre-booked to walk with you 
and push your child on Shabbat. Bookings can be by email to 
sps@haleeruv.co.uk up to 1.00pm on Wednesday in any given 
week. A voluntary donation is requested for those using this 
service. 

A HALE ERUV PROJECT following Government regulations on 
how to contain the transmission of coronavirus. 
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That’s how it started – and this is how it’s going… This year it 
was all on Zoom and it felt like (and still does feel like) we were 
spending far too much time on connected devices, but it was 
actually an internet meme which gave us the inspiration for the 
theme of this edition of Gesher.

The “How it started vs how it’s going” meme became very 
popular during the past few months and the basic concept is 
to show the passage of time through oppositional bookending 
images, but it soon occurred to me that this concept was an 
important reflective tool for us as a community as well as having 
a powerful Pesach message.

This time last year we had just gone in to the first national 
lockdown, and we had no idea what the year ahead would bring 
us. That is how it started. We were united and ready to tackle 
whatever came our way as a community, but there was a real 
sense of fear, danger and uncertainty. 

And how is it going? Well, the pandemic is by no means over and 
we still have an important role to play to make sure that we can 
stay healthy together, but we are in a much better place. The fact 
that we are planning a return to Shule services for Pesach (please 
see newsletter for up to date details) is so exciting compared to 
where we were a few months ago.

There have been difficult times over the past few months, but 
there have also been many uplifting positives in our community. It 
has been a pleasure to welcome our new HAHET Directors Rabbi 
Evan and Tova Levine, and their children Meir, Shira and Shaya. It 
has been a real pleasure getting to know them and Leanne and I 
are very excited to have them as part of the Rabbinic Team.

How it started – my walking route of Hale consisted of: Shule, 
Deli, Home. How it’s going? – it has been lovely meeting up 
with so many of you for walks round Hale. The face-to-face 
interaction has been so badly missed and we look forward to 
being able to increase this as the pandemic recedes and the 
weather improves. I did get one fantastic call after one of my 
walks “Rabbi, thanks for taking my husband out for a walk – but 
next time could you take him out for a bit longer?!”

The horrible nature of Covid has meant that we’ve experienced 
more bereavements than we’d normally expect over the past few 
months, but there have also been many memorable simchas. 
We are particularly excited about how many younger families 
have recently joined the community, many of them moving back 
up from London.

Personally, as the Binstock family, we have been incredibly 
blessed over the past few months with a beautiful, healthy 
baby girl. We called her Yaffa as she brought so much beauty 
into our lives and the “how it’s going?” with her in our lives really  
puts the “how it started” into perspective.

How it started – our ancestors were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, 
and G-d redeems us from slavery. How it’s going? – we’ve 
never forgotten this and we celebrate Pesach every year to 
remember our freedom. But there’s something unique about 
this year.  Having experienced the past year we can begin to 
understand a small sense of what our ancestors must have felt 
in longing for their slavery in Egypt to be over. When you are 
stuck in challenging times (even if our challenging times are 
nothing like the pain suffered previously) we can identify with the 
frustrating wait for the hard times to be over.

Time and again, Moses asks Pharaoh to let the people go and 
his request is always refused. Interestingly, there is one occasion 
where Pharaoh doesn’t completely refuse the request of Moses. 
Instead he says “Who would you like to take out with you?” and 
Moses replies “The Jewish people”. Pharaoh says “You can’t take 
them all, but you can go if you like with just the men…” Rather 
than even contemplate the thought of leaving Egypt with just 
some of the people, Moses says: “When we go, we’re all going. 
Young and old, men, women and children. This is how we serve 
Hashem!” 

Powerful words, and they had to wait a little longer, but it was 
worth the wait for the miracles of the Exodus which we still recall 
today.

In the situation we find ourselves, we may initially be hoping 
for some kind of “partial salvation”. As more and more people 
get vaccinated, we may find scenarios where we can gather in 
smaller groups, possibly just the young, or just the vaccinated. 

We should never lose sight of what Moses says “Young and old, 
men, women and children. This is how we serve Hashem!” This 
is the ideal and we may yet have to wait a while. We look forward 
to a time when each and every one of us is able to fill the seats 
of our beautiful Shule once again and we will daven and sing 
together like never before!

Leanne, Motti, Didi, Atara and Baby Yaffa join me in wishing you 
and your families a Happy Pesach!

Rabbi Yisroel Binstock

From The Rabbi’s Study

It seems funny that before last year’s Pesach edition of Gesher, I actually sat down in person 
with the Gesher team, round our dining room table, to discuss new ideas for the magazine. 

www.hibberthomes.com
175 Ashley Road, Hale, Altrincham,  WA15 9SD

Sales 0161 929 6922   •   Lettings 0161 928 9355

e  info@hibberthomes.com

* Terms and conditions apply

We make it personal.

The service that we received from  
Hibbert Homes was truly exceptional. 
Viewings were never a problem and 
always done by the directors, which 

meant that potential buyers were able 
to ask questions of the people who 

really understood our property. I could 
not recommend Hibbert Homes highly 

enough and really appreciated the efforts  
that Will, Adrian, and the team put in.

Absolutely fantastic service, sold my 
house within one day – easy to get hold of 
and extremely personal. I wouldn’t hesitate 
to recommend Hibbert Homes to anyone.

Quote 
GESHER 

 for

10% OFF
FEES

*
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The Chief Rabbi’s Pesach Message 5781

 בס"ד 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

‘You will see, you will see, how good it will be next year’ 
 

The Chief Rabbi’s Pesach Message 5781 

 
Why, at every Seder, do we enthusiastically sing, “leshana haba’ah biyrushalayim” – next year 

in Jerusalem? Although we have made the same declaration every year, it has never come 

true – at least not in the messianic sense in which it is intended – so why not simply say “In 

the future, we will be in Jerusalem”?   

 
Any study of Jewish history is a study of hope, often despite apparently impossible odds. It is 

therefore fitting that the epic story of the inception of the Israelites as a nation, the Exodus 

from Egypt, stands among the greatest illustrations of optimism and forbearance of all time.  

 
It was a truly extraordinary miracle. The chasm in status between the Egyptian overlords and 

the Hebrew slaves could hardly have been greater. The most sophisticated and powerful 

civilisation on the planet controlled and persecuted a tiny nation of slaves, who were denied 

every basic human dignity and any capacity for resistance.  

 
What hope was there for salvation? On what basis could the people summon the strength to 

go on despite everything? The answer is that they knew of the promise that Hashem had made 

to their ancestor, Abraham, that they would be strangers in a land where they would be 

oppressed and enslaved, but He would ultimately redeem them and they would return home 

to the Promised Land. Despite everything, they chose hope over despair. They chose to 

believe that salvation would eventually come.  

 
This places Pesach 5781 into valuable context for us. This time last year, we were coming to 

terms with the fact that we could not celebrate Pesach with extended friends and family as we 

usually do. It was agonising for so many, particularly those who were vulnerable or lonely. We 

took comfort in our belief that this was a ‘one-off’ and next year would be different. How then 

should we respond in the face of yet another Pesach when so many are separated from their 

loved ones, having not yet banished Coronavirus from our midst?   

 
Let us approach this Pesach with the same degree of hope and optimism as ever. Real 

progress is being made and we are blessed by the extraordinary miracle that is the vaccine. 

Britain and Israel have led the world in administering its roll out and, Be’ezrat Hashem, we will 

soon return to a more regular rhythm of life.  

 
I am inspired by the beautiful words of Ehud Manor, the Israeli songwriter, who wrote his 

famous song ‘Bashana Haba’a’, at a time when the State of Israel seemed to be surviving 

from one war to the next:  
 
‘Od tireh, od tireh, kama tov yihye, bashana, bashana haba'a’ – ‘You will see, you will see, 

how good it will be next year!’ 
 
Valerie and I extend to you all our warmest and best wishes for a healthy, fulfilling and kosher 

Pesach.  

 
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
March 2021 • Nisan 5781 
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Shalom! Chag Sameach!

Presidential Musings by Jonathan Steinberg

As I sit and write this, Pesach is some five weeks away. Frankly, 
I thought I would be planning our trip to Israel to see our new 
granddaughter and to spend Yom Tov in Jerusalem as we 
usually do. As we all now know after the last year of change, 
our understanding of our ability to control what 
happens has changed somewhat. Or rather, 
it should have changed somewhat.

As Jews I think the object of the exercise 
(being a Jew) can be summed up as G-d 
Consciousness. That, as Jews, we should 
seek to become G-d Conscious and 
to spread G-d Consciousness. 
I remember when the Hale Barns Garage 
was a petrol station, going in one day and on 
asking the (non-Jewish) gentleman on the till how 
he was, he replied “Baruch Hashem!” Our then Director of 
Education had taught him how to say this, and he loved doing 
it.

There is no doubt that G-d Consciousness delivered in the 
right way is very pleasing indeed. Not just pleasing, but it 
“works” - it makes the system work, things go well, that’s how 
G-d made it.

So, too, community life and community work. Done in the 
right way, it “works” - things go well.

I   think   that   G-d  has  given  us  a  variety  of  relationships 
upon which to practise so that we can work on our 
G-d Consciousness. If we can work on “other person” 
consciousness, then we will do better at our G-d 
Consciousness. So we have been given parents, spouses, 
children, colleagues, strangers etc etc so that everyday 
we have many opportunities to practise our “other person” 
consciousness.  

Pesach is a time when our G-d Consciousness was at an all 
time high. The extent to which G-d revealed Himself through 
the plagues and the whole Exodus brought us together as ‘A 
People’ and together with Him.

Unity has always been our goal.

Whilst we strive to create community unity, it is just not always 
possible. We all have different ideas of what community 
means to us and different ideas of activities that can achieve 
this.

Our (not) Boris Purim invitation is perhaps a good example. 
We managed to gather nearly one thousand people together 
– a good number. For some it was a great event, for others 
not.

               The key, I believe, is to allow the space for things to be 
                          okay, even if they are not our own idea of ideal.

                              Unity in diversity. A wonderful ideal and a very 
                              Jewish one.   

                           This ideal is at the heart of our Judaism: to love 
                                the person even if they do things we do not 
                                love, to love the community even if everything 
                            is not to our taste, to love G-d even if we do not 
                       understand His plan and His ways.

                   The Torah teaches us that when we feel discord with 
our neighbour, it means our ego is in the fore.

And that is the message of our Pesach matzah – unleavened, 
humble, no ego.

So there you have it. The key to community harmony and 
unity is to eat matzah!

Ginni and I send you our best wishes for a Pesach Chag 
kasher v’sameach in harmonious health. 

Jonathan Steinberg
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As I write this, we are in the run-in to the year end and 
collecting the last of the 2020-21 membership and burial 
fees. There has been an increased number of hardship cases, 
where we needed to agree reduced or postponed payments, 
but not a very significant number. 

Fee income continues to gradually reduce, a little each year, 
as does our membership and ultimately this will impact on 
our medium-term finances and we will need to address this.

Budget

This year there will be a cash surplus due to the inactivity of 
the Shule forced upon us by COVID, combined with support 
from furlough claims. However, the budget for the year from 
1st April, assuming some resumption of activities, will throw 
us back into deficit, unless we either severely curtail non-
essential expenditure or find new sources of finance. The 
Shule has sufficient fee income to pay for all its essential 
expenditure, but not for the extras we have become used to - 
special kiddushim, free events mainly based around festivals, 
summer seudahs etc etc. 

In future, we will need to find new avenues of funding or 
accept that we will have to offer members less or ask them 
to pay for our non-core offer. The Executive are currently 
mapping out the whole of the 2021-22 events programme 
which will then be costed and fund-raising planned. These 
events can only happen if funding can be found.

Nursery

The Nursery finances have stabilised, with a reduced 
number of staff and reduced hours for those remaining staff. 
However, the arrival of Rabbi and Rebbetzen Levine’s three 
children and other new pupils anticipated means we will 
probably have to recruit possibly one experienced teacher 
and one trainee with government funding. With only six 
children leaving us in August, we are hopeful that the Nursery 
finances can remain on an even keel. The Nursery has also 
benefited from donations which will be used to redecorate 
and improve facilities.

Funds

We now have the £450k proceeds from the sale of High Elm 
Road, and also the £30k from Bowdon as part of the Dunham 
agreement. We also have the Legacy Fund of approx. £160k, 
the last instalment of which should be paid in the coming 
year. I have discussed with CCLA, the investment company 
where we invested our burial funds, about committing some 
or all of these funds to them. The return on the 1st year with 
them has been very healthy. 

We invested £250k at the end of October 2019, valued end 
July 2020 at £260.693 and 11th December at £278,852. A 
return of 11.5% in just over a year is excellent for such a low-
risk investment given that the FT100 has risen 9.9% in the 
year. Of course, one year is a very short investment time-
frame for this sort of investment. Nevertheless, considering 
the massive disruption to global markets last year, this must 
give us confidence to consider investing further. However, 
this kind of investment vehicle is not suitable unless we are 
looking at a minimum of a 3 year term. So the Executive and 
Directors will be considering how best to utilise these funds 
and will report back to the Membership in due course.

Finally, the collection of membership and burial fees is being 
brought in-house and Josie will take this on in addition to 
collecting Nursery and other fees with which she already 
deals. Until now, this function has been performed by Janet 
Harrison, who has served our Community for many years, 
and I am sure many members will have had the benefit of 
her sympathetic ear. Collecting fees is not an easy task and 
a good level of tact and patience is required, combined with 
some resilience! Janet has done an excellent job and I would 
like to put our thanks on record. At the same time, my thanks 
to Suzanne and Josie who, as always, provide me with every 
support.

Jennifer and I wish all our Members and Friends a healthy 
Pesach and look forward to our Exodus from COVID 
imprisonment and a time when we can regain our freedom 
and celebrate together.

David Zucker

 

Fee Collection

Treasurer’s Report Social and Community Pesach 5781

Fiona and Paul Abrams on the birth of a son

Rabbi and Leanne on the birth of a daughter

Valerie and Harvey Beaver on the birth of a great 
granddaughter

Ruth Benson on the birth of a granddaughter

Lynne and Steven Bloch on the birth of a granddaughter

Lorna and David Broman on the occasion of Daniel’s 
engagement to Lauren Simmons

Lorna and David Broman on the birth of a granddaughter

Gail and Stephen Cantor on the occasion of Sam’s 
engagement to May Zecharia

Alex and Stephanie Cohen on the birth of a son

Anthony and Angela Cohen on the birth of a grandson

Anthony and Angela Cohen on the occasion of Joey’s 
engagement to Gabby Kingsley

Alain de Botton on the birth of a granddaughter

Sarah and Simon Ellenbogen on the occasion of Sophie’s 
engagement to David Bacall

Jonathan Ferster on the birth of a granddaughter

Nicola and Simon Fine on the birth of a granddaughter

Marsha and Colin Gee on the birth of a granddaughter, a 
daughter to Oli and Sarah

Rabbi Mark and Louise Goldstone on the birth of a grandson

Larry and Robert Goldwater on the birth of a granddaughter

Marianne and Jonathan Hamburger on the engagement of 
Mia to Elliot Brown

Barbara Hamburger on the engagement of Mia to Elliot 
Brown

Katie and Josh Hearne on the birth of a daughter

Tamara and Daniel Heffner on the birth of a daughter

Caroline and Nicholas Herz on the birth of a grandson, a son 
to Natalie and Adam

Rabbi Dovid and Rochel Jaffe on the engagement of their 
son Schneur Zalmon to Shira Zigelbom 

Gordon and Rochelle King on the occasion of Daniel’s 
engagement to Jessica Cash

Suzy and Howard Klepper on the birth of a grandson

Freda Klepper on the birth of a great granddaughter

Freda Klepper on the birth of a great grandson

Li and Ron Koerbel on the birth of a daughter

Sonia Lee on the birth of a great granddaughter 

Darryl and Vicky Lee on the birth of a granddaughter 

Caroline and Charles Levine on the birth of a grandson

Audrey and Bill Lister on the birth of a grandson

Michaela and Nicky Lister on the birth of a son

Tracy and Martin Polak on the birth of a grandson

Rabbi Portnoy and Ruthie on the birth of a grandson, a son to 
Rivki and Sam

Michael Rappaport on the occasion of his granddaughter’s 
Batmitzvah

Danielle and David Rosenthal on the birth of a son

Bev and Neil Rosenthal on the birth of a grandson

Clare and Mark Savinson on the occasion of Adam’s 
engagement to Hannah Langsford

Mark and Clare Savinson on the birth of a granddaughter

Hannah and Dovid Sher on the birth of a daughter

Jill and Steven Silver on the birth of a granddaughter

Ginni and Jonathan Steinberg on the birth of a granddaughter

Lady Beryl Steinberg on the birth of two great granddaughters

Diane and Robert Sterling on the birth of a granddaughter

Ruth and Raymond Taube on the occasion of Richard’s 
wedding to Liron Khalili

Jake Wertheim on being appointed deputy head boy at 
Hulme Hall Grammar School

Larraine Wolff on the occasion of Harvey’s barmitzvah

Victoria, Fraser and Hayley on the occasion of Harvey’s 
barmitzvah

Natalie and Jason Zemmel on the occasion of Charlotte’s 
engagement to Ben Grodzinski

Natalie and Jason Zemmel on the birth of a granddaughter
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Chanukah Doughnut  Drive By The Binstocks!

Social and Community

Covid wasn’t going to stop us having 
a socially distanced Chanukah 
celebration! 

Dozens joined us in small groups 
at Rabbi Yisroel and Leanne’s front 
driveway for a doughnut and hot 
chocolate takeaway and a selfie with 
the giant Menorah!

Hale Heroes by Gillian Rowe

Social and Community

As 2020 drew to an uncertain close, we wanted to show our 
appreciation for the outpouring of support for those in need 
during the Coronavirus Pandemic. This support has been 
from very many shule members and the needs which have 
and are still being met have been both obvious and hidden.

The volunteers, often working in very quiet, low key and 
creative ways, have made life better for so many during 
the past year and Rabbi Binstock and President, Jonathan 
Steinberg, embraced the idea of creating Hale Heroes 
awards. 

We were invited to nominate anyone we felt deserved special 
recognition and why. Nominations arrived over the course of 
a couple of weeks before Chanukah and given the positive 
response and obvious feeling of appreciation amongst the 
community, the shule decided to reveal every single name 
of both nominees and overall winners, during the Hale Shule 
Virtual Chanukah Party on Motsei Shabbat 12th December.

Word of Hale Heroes got out before the big reveal and Rabbi 
Binstock secured the endorsement of a very willing Chief 
Rabbi Mirvis who sent us a special video message of gratitude 
which we were able to share at the Chanukah party.

The community became very engaged both in helping others 
and with the concept of Hale Heroes and we were justified in 
feeling proud to learn of the creative as well as more obvious 
ways which led to the volunteer nominations. 

From shopping and video, or good old fashioned telephone 
calls, to making meals for NHS workers, running a wide range 
of Zoom weekday services, education and entertainment, 
the result was that around 70 individual nominees were 
recognised. Each of the nominees received, by post, a 
personalised Hale Hero certificate, signed by Rabbi Binstock 
and Jonathan Steinberg, acknowledging their nomination 
and achievement.  

As well as Rabbi Binstock announcing the names of all the 
nominees at the Chanukah party, we were delighted to 
announce two overall joint and very deserving winners: Linda 
Price and Michael Rappaport. Both Linda and Michael were 
proposed for the phenomenal support they show and hard 
work they undertake both within and outside of the confines 
of the community and both continue to touch the lives of 
large numbers of people.

We hope to roll out this initiative, one way or another, next 
year. Ideas gratefully received!

 CONFIDENTIAL care and practical
support for ALL our members.

We just need you to let us know when
help is required.

 
✔ Support through illness, loneliness

and bereavement 
✔ Advice in relation to financial

concerns* 
✔ Meals for those in need 

✔ Welcome and support for new
members

   
Charlotte Cohen 07717 021258
Debbie Horne 07900 698265
Gillian Rowe 07940 268857

Hale’s Helping Hands 

*Referral to approved outside expert partner where necessary.  
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Adam Savinson, son of Clare and Mark,  

with fiancée Hannah Langsford.

How It Started And How It Is Now...

Social and Community

And a hearty mazaltov to some of the couples who have become engaged since our Rosh Hashanah  
edition of Gesher. We have managed to obtain some pretty old but not at all embarrassing ‘pre  
engagement’ as well as delightful and more recent ‘post engagement’ photos! All well worth the  
spotlight especially in the absence of traditional celebrations due to current government restrictions. 

Joey Cohen, son of Angela and Anthony,  with fiancée Gabby Kingsley.

Sam Cantor, son of Gail and Stephen,  

with fiancée May Zecharia.

Charlotte Zemmel, daughter of Natalie  and Jason, with fiancé Ben Grodzinski.

Sophie Ellenbogen, daughter of Sarah  

and Simon, with fiancé David Bacall.

Daniel King, son of Rochelle and Gordon,  with fiancée Jessica Cash.

Tali and Zack’s Wedding...at last!

Social and Community

Our second daughter, Tali, became engaged to Zack Mocton 
in November 2019.
We planned the wedding for March 22nd 2020 and before 
long the arrangements were in full force with the party 
planner, florist, caterer, wedding dress fittings, photographer, 
venue etc. We were loving every moment of organising a 
beautiful simcha and making the wedding of our daughter’s 
dreams.  
At this time we were tracking what was going on in Italy and 
feeling sorry for everyone ‘in lockdown’. Particularly in the 
community of Milan, boys were having to cancel Barmitzvahs 
and shules were closed - we never ever thought that this 
would touch us …… little did we know what was coming.
It’s difficult to cast our minds back but at the time we were all 
glued to the news and had the feeling that this was getting 
closer and closer. Two weeks before the wedding and just 
before Purim, we made the decision to scale the wedding 
back to 150 guests in keeping with the then government 
guidelines meaning disinviting others. 
The news was becoming more and more intense as the 
pandemic was unfolding before our eyes and with each day 
the news became worse and worse. The motzoei Shabbos 
before the wedding, the chosson and kalloh suddenly 
became very concerned that we wouldn’t be able to proceed 
and Tali asked us if we could bring her wedding forward. We 
settled on Wednesday 18th March in Hale Shule. On the 
Monday morning beforehand, together with Eli and Michal 
our machatonim, we made the arrangements for what was 
now to be a very intimate occasion.
On Tuesday at shacharis, Rabbi Binstock announced that 
this was the last minyan as the shule was closing. This was 
the day before the wedding – now we had no venue. However, 
we weren’t quite ready to give up yet! We called a marquee 
company and a couple of hours later had a beautiful marquee 
in our garden. Tensions were flying extremely high but Tali 
remained calm and just so excited to be getting married to 
Zack. 
That night, the night before the wedding, Simon quietly said 
to me that he thought he has a temperature!!!! It was still 
there the following morning!  
The guidance was that the whole household would have to 
isolate for 14 days. We were all devastated. Breaking the news 
to Tali was probably the hardest thing we have ever had to do. 
Meanwhile Simon’s temperature was still high and he was not 
feeling very well.
As we sat down for dinner that evening, we saw in our driveway 
Rabbi Amir, Rabbi Aharon and Shlomie all singing and playing 
the guitar for around 45 minutes. It was the most beautiful, 
special, spiritual feeling. 

Matters progressed as the following night Tali came down 
with the virus herself. Then on March 23rd the country went 
into national lockdown.  
Forward wind through the lockdown and Boris announced 
that guidance would be relaxed to allow up to 30 guests at a 
wedding reception. We were then able put together the most 
beautiful garden wedding with my parents in Israel and my in 
laws in Miami joining on a large TV screen under the chuppah 
with my father reading the ketuba in English. The live stream 
was expertly put together by Shlomie for my grandmas and 
the rest of our family and friends. 
In the end, the wedding was just about Tali and Zack without 
all the frills of a mega production and hundreds of guests. It 
has certainly made us refocus on what really matters when 
making a simcha. On that magical day, Tali must have said so 
many times that it was the most perfect wedding and that 
she couldn’t have asked for more. The relief that we felt as we 
walked down the aisle was immense. 
Tali and Zack are happy and settled in Jerusalem.
Nicola Fine
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Thanks to Julia Harris Hale Ladies Rosh Chodesh Group

Social and Community Social and Community

Thanks to Julia Harris for these perfect bitesize accounts 
about how she is whiling away her lockdown days (when not 
at her very busy business desk)! 
For further information, do contact Julia on 07973 714044.

Facebook
Over the past few months, we have been really pleased with 
the increased interaction from members of the community 
with our Hale Shule Facebook Page.
This virtual community noticeboard not only showcases 
upcoming events that Hale Shule and the wider community 
are staging, it also has live feeds from Zoom, weekly online 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services and the increasingly popular 
weekly message from the Rabbi and weekly announcement 
from the President. We hope is that this shows our members 
that not only are we there for them during this difficult time 
but that we aim to keep them informed, entertained and 
connected whilst our Shule is closed and beyond.
If you haven’t already joined the Hale Shule Facebook Group 
and would like to do so, please follow this link  https://www.
facebook.com/groups/HaleShule
We look forward to welcoming you to our Hale Shule Virtual 
Community.

 

Lockdown Ladies Singing
Hard to believe it’s been a year since we started getting 
together on Zoom, during the first lockdown and we all look 
forward to our singing on Zoom on a Tuesday evening, with 
the wonderful Mally Blank providing music and leading the 
vocals.
It’s sheer escapism, a stress reliever and time just for you, 
away from worrying about coronavirus and the lockdown. 
You do not have to be able to sing, as the only one who will 
hear you is yourself! Ladies, we happily invite you to join 
our friendly group and see what we are all about. If you are 
interested, please do contact me.
 

Hale Shule Bridge
After so many months, sad not to able to sit around a bridge 
table with your friends? 
Well we have the next best thing and are thrilled with how 
popular the new Hale Shule Duplicate Online Bridge has 
proved to be and there is plenty of room for more.
Run by Adam Wiseberg, it uses the RealBridge Platform, so as 
well as playing bridge online, you are also able to see and talk 
to the people you with whom you are playing......almost like 
physically sitting at the bridge club!
Come and play with a partner of your choosing or just turn up 
as a single player and we’ll pair you up with a partner. 
Online bridge takes place Wednesday afternoons at 2.30pm 
for a small charge of £3 per session. For more information 
email: haleshulebridge@gmail.com
www.bridgewebs.com/haleshule
Julia Harris

Historically, Hale always had a Rosh Chodesh Ladies Group although  
we have missed events for some years now. Rebbetzen Leanne and I spoke  
about it and we were really excited to have a relaunch after Succos.  
So far, we have had some really fun and engaging evenings with great  
attendances. Our first meeting in October, was the relaunch with Leanne  
addressing us all about the meaning of Rosh Chodesh, especially as this  
is supposed to be a very relevant day for ladies. At the meeting we had  
the pleasure of Adi Freeman giving us lots of healthy advice on life during  
lockdown together with the hilarious Marilyn Berg who filled the Zoom  
room with laughter and entertained us all! The ladies who signed up  
were treated to goodie bags delivered to their homes. 
Our next event was during Chanukah when we had the privilege of having  
a churro making demo by the amazing chef, Ed Shaerf, which everyone  
thoroughly enjoyed.
Next was a Tu B’Shvat meeting - Leanne started the evening explaining and | 
reciting with us brochos for various foods which had been in another goodie  
bag delivered to the participants ahead of the meeting. This was followed by  
amazing advice on mindful eating by Nutritionist, Susan Fruhman and some  
salad demos from Sharon Hart and vegetarian dishes from Susan Sallon.  
The evening was received with great enthusiasm and appreciation and some  
great recipes were exchanged too!   
At the time of writing, our most recent event again involved laughing, this time  
with some structure. Emma Jennings ran a Laughter Yoga workshop which  
was very well timed during these long weeks and months and not too  
surprisingly had us laughing throughout and feeling very relaxed.  
We usually have between 50 and 60 women in the Hale Shule Zoom  
room for the Rosh Chodesh evenings which is a fantastic turnout  
and a great way of us connecting during lockdown and I am sure it  
will continue in the future both in person and on Zoom for those who  
cannot attend.  
Leanne and I really enjoy thinking up ideas of how to entertain our  
wonderful Hale Ladies every Rosh Chodesh.  I know we have some  
amazing women in our community who have so much to offer  
 and share. If you have any  
 ideas or would like to  
 contribute in any way we  
 should be delighted to hear  
 from you so please do contact me. 
 Really looking forward to welcoming  
 more ladies next month! 
  Nicola Fine
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Purim in the Community!

Social and Community



Explore at beaverbrooks.co.uk
Experience instores nationwide

Speak to a consultant on 0800 169 2329
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Walkie Talkie Time Young Professionals ‘Roaring 20’s’ Cocktail Party

Social and Community Social and Community

Rabbi Evan and Tova hosted a lively and successful Purim party for young professionals in the Hale community! Looks like morning “Walks with the Rabbi” are proving really successful!  In particular, Rabbi says, “It was 
lovely to have a socially distanced catch up with Mother Clair Jacquiss from All Saints.” Rabbi is still up 
for more morning exercise, hopefully with warm(ish) and dry weather, and asks that you contact him by  
email rabbi@haleshule.com or through the shule office 0161 980 8846 to book your slot.
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Maror - the Bitterness of Today’s Slavery

Social and Community

Did you know that there are tens of millions of people trapped 
in various forms of slavery throughout the world today? 
Researchers estimate that in 2021, 40 million humans are 
enslaved worldwide, generating $150 billion each year in illicit 
profits for traffickers
I believe it was 7 years ago when Michelle and I were 
honoured by my parents to host and plan the second seder 
every year for the family and close friends. Until COVID 
restrictions of last year, it was inconceivable not to expect a 
minimum of 30 free souls to create what has always been a  
highlight of our Jewish calendar.
Ensuring an emotional and mental relevance of Yetzias  
Mitzrayim (Exodus) to all members at the table, no matter 
what their religiosity or hashkafic outlook, can take many 
forms.  However, we need not look too far into the constant 
stream of news bombarding us from around the world, such 
as those in Uyghuir China, abuse of children in Sierra Leone or 
the torture in prisons of North Korea, to feel the magnitude 
and relevance of the story of our freedom from slavery.  
Jewish philosophy today presents that we all are considered 
slaves. Slaves to our own inhibitions, fears, habits, cynicism, 
and prejudices. These self-appointed pharaohs are layers of 
ego that prevent us from expressing our true inner self, from 
reaching our spiritual potential. 
Our souls are incarcerated in selfishness, laziness and 
indifference. 
No doubt this huge concept of self-improvement, arguably 
perfectly laid out for each of us to work on as individuals 
throughout the period of the Omer, can be brought home, in 
part, by recognition of real-world politics.
However, today as you eat your Maror, there are more than 20 
million humans in the world who are victims of labour slavery, 
just as we were in Egypt. There are more than 10 million 
children under 18 who are officially recognised as slaves and 
5 million people are permanently held in sex trafficking. Even 
in the UK, it is reported that there are 13,000 people who 
are officially considered to be in some form of recognised 
slavery!!

So it is because of this that each year before Pesach we make 
a family donation, on behalf of all our guests, to a non-for- 
profit organisation call ‘Free The Slaves’. Sadly there are many 
such lobbies – but they are active and effective.
To assist us in the mitzvah of remembering that we were 
slaves in Mitzrayim, we proudly present a home-made  
 certificate on the seder table (printed 3 times so all can see!) 
and I read out this year’s global facts about slavery, so there is 
no doubt that the issues of humans wishing to enslave fellow 
humans are still with us and we should feel their pain when we 
eat maror and to realise our own precious place at the seder. 
Jews have not had it easy in their freedom to be Jews, but at 
least a glance into other parts of the world today will make 
anyone count their blessings that we were able to leave Egypt 
when we did. 
Wishing you all a kasher, happy & healthy Pesach!
Ben Sallon

The Little Girl Stories

Social and Community

Lock-down has restricted our movements, but some 
Members have turned their new solitude to develop new 
skills. Barry Newgrosh has turned to writing ...
The Little Girl Stories
 I always enjoy reading bedtime stories to my granddaughter, 
Mia Newgrosh, when she stays overnight at our home. One 
evening three years ago, when she was five, she unexpectedly 
demanded that I make up an original story, not one from a 
book. I had no idea how to conjure up a tale out of thin air, but 
I gave it a try. I started by inventing a Little Girl character who 
was lost in a deep, dark forest. But, how did she get there ? 
How can she escape? It was my fault she was stuck in there 
so I had to think fast. Then a moment of inspiration : she 
meets a fairy with a broken wing. Then the story took off with 
a life of its own and I found myself listening to it rather than 
telling it. We both enjoyed it.
From then on, only new Little Girl  
stories would do. I would  
desperately seek new scenarios  
where the heroine girl would be  
faced with and solve difficult  
problems that were beyond  
even fairy magic, using her  
superior human intelligence.  
One of my best ideas involved  
some magic powder spilling  
on poor daddy and he  
disappeared in a puff of  
smoke! (Don’t worry she  
rescued him.)
When she was six, Mia  
decided that grandpa  
should write the stories  
down“so that other children  
could hear them”.
I confessed that I did not  
remember them all. No 
 problem for Mia: she  
recounted every one!  
So I obediently wrote them down,  
but then realised that children demanded illustrations 
in their books. None of the student artists I approached 
came up with what I had in mind, but Mia’s mummy, Ruthie, 
introduced me to a friend, Jennie Lomas, whose work now 
adorns the book. I can see a bright future for this lady in her 
chosen profession.

 So, right, you have a manuscript and pictures but where do 
you go from there? I contacted several big publishers. Some 
were just not interested. Many were wildly enthusiastic. Was 
I offered thousands for the publishing rights? Not quite! 
Rather, they demanded thousands from me to take the 
matter forward! I didn’t need to be a genius to realise they 
only wanted to be paid for printing work. They would have 
been just as keen to print Mia’s English homework. In the end 
I self-published because I wanted to present Mia with the 
book of her stories. I had promised that the first page would 
bear the dedication  “For Mia” and it did.
Since then I have not promoted the book, but Mia gave copies 
to all her friends and says they loved the book and want  to 
know when the next one is coming out. On Mia’s instructions 
I have started. Who knows, maybe the next J.K. Rowling?!
Barry Newgrosh

How it started for Michelle 
and Ben Sallon and how it is 
bang up to date!
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Chevra Kadisha

Social and Community

There is a worldwide annual fast and seuda for members 
of the Chevra Kadisha. This takes place on 9th Adar which 
coincides with the Yartzeit of Moses. Men and women of 
our Chevra Kadisha undertake a full day’s fast and visit all 
the graves at Dunham where we recite special prayers. We 
ask forgiveness from any of the deceased we may have 
inadvertently offended during the process of the Mitzvah. 

This is on a freezing afternoon in February when we meet at 
the Ohel, daven mincha then go back to Shule to break the 
fast with a lovely warming meal at our annual get together. 

It is the only time in the year that the Chevra Kadisha is 
allowed to be thanked for their work and we invite a guest 
speaker to address us. 

This year had to be different because of COVID-19 
restrictions. We still went to Dunham, separately and we 
still fasted. Everyone ate at home then joined together on 
Zoom. 35 volunteers joined the Zoom for an uplifting and 
inspirational talk. Rabbi Binstock introduced our esteemed 
guest speaker who was none other than Dayan Binstock, 
his father. We were honoured to be addressed by him and 
appreciated his knowledge and words of strength and 
encouragement.  

We enjoyed a lechayim , provided by the Shule Executive and 
look forward to be able to join together in person next year 
for the Yahrzeit.

In 2018 we attended a national seminar organised by the 
office of the Chief Rabbi. It provided a wonderful opportunity 
for volunteers to come together and to benefit from practical 
training and guidance on the activities of Chevra Kadisha. 

With the current situation in mind, Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
invited us to a virtual update for leaders of the Chevra Kadisha 
teams from around the UK, which took place in February.

The seminar provided an opportunity for the Chief Rabbi to 
address the delegates on the difficulties we are enduring 
and to pay tribute to everyone for their involvement in the 
Mitzvah. This was followed by a presentation by Dayan 
Menachem Gelley, who gave up-to-date guidance on how 
best to continue to navigate through the current challenging 
period.

Hopefully it’s clear that we are focussed on training and 
compliance. It’s vital that all our members stay vigilant and 
knowledgeable on halacha and current health guidelines. We 
therefore offer ongoing training to all members and welcome 
anyone who would like to join us. Bear in mind that this could 
be in a purely clerical role or more involvement if preferred. 
Please call if you would like to know more. 

Linda and Barry Price

Charoset from Around the World with thanks to Tova!

Social and Community

POLISH / ASHKENAZI

Walnuts - Apples - Cinnamon 
Wine or Grape Juice

ITALIAN SURINAM PERSIAN

Bananas - Raisins - Oranges - Cloves 
Cinnamon - Walnuts - Dates 
Boiled Chestnuts - Dried Apricots

Cardamom - Ginger - Cinnamon  
Date Paste - Walnuts - Almonds

Coconut - Walnuts - Raisins 
Dried Apples - Prunes - Cherry Jam 
Sweet Red Wine - Cinnamon 

SYRIAN INDIANMOROCCAN

Sweet Red Wine - Dates - Almonds 
Walnuts - Cinnamon

Wine - Walnuts - Dates - Matzah Meal Mangoes - Raisins - Almonds - Dates 
Sugar - Red Wine Vinegar

Gesher is a wonderful community magazine for our wonderful community!
Gesher, is published twice yearly, Rosh Hashanah and Pesach and is enjoyed by members and beyond.  

We rely totally on the fabulous articles penned by shule members and the wider community.

Our very busy editors will happily receive contributions for Rosh Hashannah  
at gesher@haleshule.com any time from now!  

So don’t be shy, we want to hear from you!
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CST’s work did not stop during 2020 and the Covid-19 

pandemic. That is because antisemitism, terrorism 

and extremism continued, adapting to the situation as 

they so often seem to do. CST’s work must continue, 

as those threatening to cause harm to our Jewish 

community persist. 

We know that antisemitism grows at times of crisis, 

uncertainty and fear. There is a basic anger, but there is 

also a growing belief in conspiracy theories and a hunt 

for scapegoats. Unfortunately, that will often include us. 

The value of community is most obvious when times 

are tough. Last Pesach, we never knew what this new 

Coronavirus situation had in store. The idea that, come 

next Pesach, family and friends who must again be 

celebrating remotely, would have been overwhelming: 

worst still, would have been the thought that in many 

families, there would also be deep tragedy and loss. 

We now understand the situation, but that does not 

make it any easier. Yet here we are, coming together 

again, as best we can, how ever we can. Please know 

that CST is also still here. Like you, we didn’t stop being 

who we are, working for the good of our community, 

our families and friends.

We work to serve you, our community. Our mission is 

to enable and encourage the flourishing of Jewish life 

in the UK, confident in the knowledge that we are there 

to keep it safe. This endeavour cannot happen without 

your cooperation and support: in fact, we depend on it. 

There are lots of different ways to support CST. 

You can contribute by becoming a volunteer and 

training in technical and physical aspects of modern-

day security, ensuring that your shul and fellow 

congregants are as well-protected as possible. 

You can report antisemitism to us when you see it. 
Every report helps us to do our jobs better and to 

represent our community to police and government. 

Help us to help you, that is what we are here for. 

You can donate to us. We are a charity and rely 

upon the generosity of our community. CST’s trustees 

and donors give to CST as well as all manner of other 

charities and causes, Jewish and non-Jewish. All of this 

helps us to build a better Jewish, British, future together.

CST wishes you all a Chag Pesach Sameach. 

Community Security Trust is a registered charity in England and Wales (1042391) and Scotland (SC043612)

National Emergency Number (24-hour) 0800 032 3263
London (Head Off ice) 020 8457 9999
Manchester (Northern Regional Off ice) 0161 792 6666

CST wishes our whole community a safe and enjoyable Pesach

 www.cst.org.uk    Community Security Trust    @CST_UK
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your cooperation and support: in fact, we depend on it. 

There are lots of different ways to support CST. 

You can contribute by becoming a volunteer and 

training in technical and physical aspects of modern-

day security, ensuring that your shul and fellow 

congregants are as well-protected as possible. 

You can report antisemitism to us when you see it. 
Every report helps us to do our jobs better and to 

represent our community to police and government. 

Help us to help you, that is what we are here for. 

You can donate to us. We are a charity and rely 

upon the generosity of our community. CST’s trustees 

and donors give to CST as well as all manner of other 

charities and causes, Jewish and non-Jewish. All of this 

helps us to build a better Jewish, British, future together.

CST wishes you all a Chag Pesach Sameach. 

Community Security Trust is a registered charity in England and Wales (1042391) and Scotland (SC043612)

National Emergency Number (24-hour) 0800 032 3263
London (Head Off ice) 020 8457 9999
Manchester (Northern Regional Off ice) 0161 792 6666

CST wishes our whole community a safe and enjoyable Pesach

 www.cst.org.uk    Community Security Trust    @CST_UK

Security Report

Security

It has been a quiet time recently for shule security, which 
is nearly always a good thing. Other than a couple of brief 
openings late last year, our synagogue has been mostly 
closed for the past few months. When we did re-open, it 
proved extremely difficult to get any significant help for our 
security detail, outside of the same six or seven volunteers, 
to whom I am endlessly grateful for their support.
During the current lockdown, we are taking the opportunity to 
address some significant gaps in the security of the site. Our 
existing CCTV system is antiquated and not fit for purpose. 
It will shortly be upgraded with high-definition IP cameras, 
complete with integrated artificial intelligence chips. They will 
be connected to a state-of-the-art control unit, accessible 
remotely and linked with CST’s National Control Centre, from 
where they can provide 24/7 monitoring and remote support. 
There will be some additional cameras covering the inside of 
the building and up and down Shay Lane, and the completed 
system will provide significantly improved protection to the 
site.
Alongside this work, the security lighting around the entire 
site will be updated. The numerous bulkhead lighting units 
will have all their bulbs replaced, and there will be new LED 
security lights around the perimeter of the building, including 
the rear, right-hand side and in front of the offices. They will 
be on dusk-till-dawn timers and remain permanently on 
during the night. We will also be placing a smaller lighting unit 
above the pedestrian gate, making it easier to see the keypad 
during the dark winter months.

Most of you will be familiar with the dilapidated fencing down 
the left-hand side of the property, between the car park and 
the nursery. This is being replaced with double-sided, vertical 
slatted panels and completely new fence posts and bases. 
The completed structure will be slightly taller than before 
and more difficult to climb - not to mention that you won’t be 
able to simply walk through it, as is currently possible. At the 
rear of the building, in the nursery playground, the small gap 
behind the Mikvah that allows easy access from Hale Road 
will be closed off with two-metre-high wire mesh security 
fencing, ensuring that it will no longer be possible to gain 
entry to the property from this direction. 
Finally, all four entrances to the main synagogue will be fitted 
with internal locks that can be secured from the inside. The 
safest option in the event of an attack on the building during 
a service, is to barricade everyone inside the building, but 
there is no current way of achieving this. This upgraded door 
security will provide crucial protection if ever required.
These enhancements are being made possible by a 
generous contribution from CST, without which they simply 
would not be possible. As ever, we owe a debt of gratitude to 
an organisation dedicated to keeping Jewish people safe. 
As lockdown eases and we are able to re-open, I would 
encourage every single member of this community to give 
serious consideration to how they can help to do the same.
Adam Goldwater
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The Fed’s Pesach Appeal

Local Charities

The Fed’s Pesach Appeal focuses on how the pandemic has 
‘intensified the misery of already miserable lives’ for far too 
many people. It highlights our role in liberating people from 
suffering and giving them the key to healthy happy futures. 
Below we tell you about ‘Michelle’ and her son ‘Ryan’ whose 
life prospects were far from positive before The Fed’s 
involvement. At Pesach when we talk about our freedom as a 
nation The Fed asks you to consider its role in helping Jewish 
people achieve a different kind of freedom.
The last twelve months have seen many people, already 
struggling with poverty, debt, mental illness, loneliness and 
abuse, experience a worsening of their circumstances and 
needing The Fed’s support. Others who never dreamed 
they would ever need our help have turned to us in these 
dire times - to help feed their kids, escape anxious, negative 
thoughts or terrible loneliness or flee violence in their homes.
And for some, like Michelle, living in turmoil, The Fed has 
helped to create calm and order. She’s a single mum of three 
boys - the older two already adults. We’ve changed her name 
and details to preserve her privacy. She’s in her mid 40s and 
has led a chaotic life, punctuated by frequent impulsive, risky 
behaviour resulting in instability, debt and homelessness - 
not the best backdrop for the life of her ten-year-old son, 
’Ryan’.
Left by Michelle to live at his grandma’s, Ryan’s already 
challenging behaviour became so out of control he was 
frightening other pupils and at risk of exclusion from his local 
Jewish school, and referral to the Local Authority’s children’s 
services. 
Michelle was not at all happy when Ryan’s school referred him 
to The Fed, feeling the staff were ‘against her’. Roll forward 
several months and the skilled intervention of her Fed 
caseworker, ‘Leanne’, has transformed Michelle’s attitude. 
She’s learnt to prioritise Ryan’s needs; she’s sorting out her 
debts; she’s curbing her impulsivity; she and Ryan are settled 
in a new rented property and school reports that he is doing 
‘amazingly’.
Michelle loves Leanne. She feels she gives her respect. She 
trusts and respects her advice in return. Thanks to The Fed, 
despite a disrupted start in life, a positive future beckons for 
Ryan.
Our Pesach Appeal is about giving people the key to escape 
their troubles. Too often there are innocent children caught 
up in such situations.

Our community teams provide a breadth and depth of 
services which are outstanding, supporting people in huge 
numbers - 1,402 households in 2020 alone - equivalent 
to 1 in 8 Jewish households in Greater Manchester. From 
March to December 2020, we recorded working on 1,081 
cases involving people dealing with mental health issues; 
receiving over 3,000 enquiries for advice and support (a 52% 
year on year increase compared to 2019). We provided over 
20,000 hours of support by volunteers particularly to people 
suffering social isolation; 38 victims of domestic abuse and/
or violence were supported by our caseworkers, and similarly, 
29 Holocaust Survivors and Refugees and 149 ‘family’ 
(unpaid) carers. We helped clients access £116,000 of annual 
benefits. 
Could The Fed help you find the key? If you need our support, 
please call 0161 772 4800 or email advice@thefed.org.uk or 
to donate to our Pesach Appeal call the same number or visit 
www.thefed.org.uk/donate-online/

So much loss.
It’s over a year since Covid-19 began to wreak havoc on our lives.

From loss of senses, to the loss of loved ones. 

From a few weeks’ furlough, to the permanent loss of jobs, businesses and 
good health. 

And for countless people Covid-19 has intensified the misery of already 
miserable lives. 

Pre-existing struggles with mental illness, poverty or bringing up a child 
with severe disabilities or behavioural issues; living with acute loneliness, 
the frailty and vulnerability of old age or in fear of abuse. All have been 
exacerbated by the pandemic.

People of all ages in our Manchester Jewish Community need 
The Fed’s support more than ever before, and in greater numbers.

They need us so they can put food on the table for their kids or cope with 
the relentless soundtrack of frightening thoughts. They need us to relieve 
the excruciating anguish of weeks and months spent not seeing another 
soul; to escape the persistent stress of steering clear of the next punch or 
kick and the consequences when you don’t . . .

On Pesach when 
we celebrate freedom, 
The Fed desperately 
needs your support so 
that we can give people 
the key to freedom 
from misery and bring 
joy and hope back into 
their lives.
 

Please, give as generously as you can to our Pesach Appeal. 
Call 0161 772 4800 today or visit thefed.org.uk/donate-online/

Reg ch no:1117126

Will you help us?  
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Barmitzvah Boys and Dads Programme

Children & Youth

Sunday morning get-togethers in Shule (when Guidelines permitted).

My Lockdown Barmitzvah

Children & Youth

I started my Barmitzvah lessons 12 months ago. At that 
time, my dad was looking for a venue for a big party and I was 
starting to get excited. But then coronavirus hit and he had 
other ideas.

I had the occasional face-to-face lesson with Rabbi Fagleman 
and the rest were online. Believe me, it’s not easy when the 
Wi-Fi kicks you off or there’s an infinite echo when listening 
to a new word or vowel.
We had no idea what we would be able to do and things 
changed even a month before my Barmitzvah. I knew my 
Maftir and Haftorah weeks before and still, I did not know if I 
would be able to leyn in Shule.

Shule opened on 9th January 2021 for Shacharit just so I 
could be called up. It was nice to be able to do that with a few 
family members and friends present. I was always going to 
leyn on 13th February and even a few weeks before we still 
didn’t know if we would be able to do it or not.
Again, Shule opened on that Shabbat with 25 family members 
and friends there to see me. We were COVID compliant 
meaning the doors were all open. It was absolutely freezing!
I was just so happy to be able to have my Barmitzvah in Shule 
as I know so many other boys and girls have missed out on 
their big days. 

My friends were all involved in the services and the women 
even got to celebrate with throwing a shower of sweets as 
usual.
A Zoom Barmitzvah followed that night and everyone got 
to see a recording of me doing ‘my piece’ which was really 
special. Over 70 Zoomers saw me carried on a chair, with 
family speeches, speeches from my friends and lots of Israeli 
dancing. We all danced and laughed at each other.
Not quite the big party we planned but it was a weekend I will 
always remember.
Harvey Wolff
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I don’t think any of us could have predicted the extent of 
the disruption the pandemic has placed on all our lives. The 
uncertainty and upheaval has been huge. Our children’s 
blissful ignorance has been refreshing and yet also extremely 
hard to see as their lives became so different overnight. 
However Hale Nursery have been a pillar of support for our 
children as well as the community. 
The nursery has excelled in keeping parents “in the loop”, 
often out of work hours and we feel they have gone above 
and beyond ensuring our children retain a sense of normality 
during this time. Reading stories over video, celebrating 
festivals with virtual concerts, sharing photos throughout 
the day and Zoom singing with Rabbi are just a few of the 
incredible activities nursery has put in place for our children. 
Knowing that they are loved, safe and able to have fun with 
their friends has been invaluable.
The flexibility of the nursery staff in helping provide childcare, 
sometimes fairly last minute (of course, as numbers allow), as 
well as other parents being incredibly helpful in changing their 
days (as they were able) when staff numbers were limited, to 
allow for those parents with work constraints to take priority, 
is an amazing quality of the nursery, and one we know for a 
fact would not happen everywhere.
We really cannot thank Kat and all the nursery staff enough 
for all their help and understanding. 
We feel extremely lucky to have Hale Nursery in our 
community. Thank you for all you do.
Charlotte and Jonny Cohen

What A Year The World Is Still A Bit Bonkers Isn’t It!

Education Education

At least it is outside of Nursery. It couldn’t be any more normal 
in here to be honest. Cheerful voices and excitable squeals 
are heard daily and the children continue to love coming into 
their happy place.
The staff continue to put their heart and soul into making the 
children’s learning experience as fun-filled and exciting as 
possible, ensuring that they gallop through the doors in the 
morning.
It’s been a busy time since the last edition of Gesher. We have 
managed to reopen the Nursery for the under 2s and it’s 
filling up nicely.
We have also reopened on a Friday morning for our Shabbat 
Party. The children love it!
We managed a small Chanukah celebration with Rabbi 
Binstock who kindly came in to light the Menorah. 
Unfortunately, we were unable to invite parents in to watch 
our annual Concert, but we managed to send out a virtual 
‘sing along’ thanks to Mrs Boswell’s videography skills.
In December, we took the children to visit Sunrise for Seniors 
next door to the Shule. We gifted them some chocolates 
for Chanukah and sang to them from a safe distance. 
The residents were over the moon and the children were 
rewarded with a huge round of applause.
January brought us Tu B’Shevat. This year we planted a 
pomegranate tree. We hope that a little bit of spring sunshine 
will help it to grow a bit taller.
Once again, I would like to thank each and every member of 
staff for continuing to remain positive and brave, ensuring we 
can remain open for the children of our community and to 
keep us a constant in their lives. It has not been the easiest of 
tasks, but we have managed to achieve it through hard work 
and dedication because of the affection this nursery holds in 
our hearts.
Finally, I would like to wish everyone Chag Pesach Sameach, 
and hopefully by the next edition of Gesher we will have been 
able to get together again and have much more fun to share.
Keep well
Kat and the Nursery Team.

Tova telling the nursery children 
the story of Purim

Simply do all your Amazon shopping at 
smile.amazon.co.uk 

Select The Hale and District Hebrew  
Congregation as your chosen charity

Shop ‘til you drop!

The Shule receives 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases

SHOPPING DONE!   DONATION DONE!   
IT’S THAT EASY AND COSTS NOTHING!

You Shop
With Amazon

You Give To  
The Shule

For Free!!
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Pesach Sameach to Everyone!

Education

Tova and I are so thrilled to have arrived in Hale and to be a 
part of this lovely, warm community. In the short time since 
our arrival, we really have felt such kindness and generosity 
from so many of you and it has helped us to settle in – and 
begin working to create new, engaging and exciting Jewish 
educational programing. It is hard to imagine that we arrived 
at the peak of winter and that we are now transitioning into 
spring, with the excitement of preparing for Pesach and the 
Sedarim.

On the nights of the Sedarim, we have a special mitzvah 
known in Hebrew as V’higadita L’bincha, and “you shall tell 
your children” – you shall teach your children the miracles that 
Hashem performed for our forefathers as they left Egypt.  
This unique mitzvah is one that focuses our attention on the 
next generation. It appeals to us, to look beyond ourselves 
and our present situation and to think deeply and lovingly 
about the generations to follow. In short, this mitzvah is the 

linchpin of Jewish identity and continuity. It is no wonder that 
its place is at the Pesach Sedarim, entire evenings devoted 
to engaging the next generation in the experience of Jewish 
peoplehood.
For so many of us, when asked to recall specific memories 
and traditions of our own Jewish experience, we immediately 
recall those special Sedarim we had growing up. The special 
foods, the unique smells, the laughter, and the late nights. We 
recall the closeness of our families and the loved ones who 
are no longer with us but who are still so much a part of our 
lives. These are the memories that we hold on to, and the 
experiences that we hope to pass on to the next generation. 
In his comments on finding meaning as a Jew in the modern 
world, the late Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks zt”l wrote so 
eloquently about us all being a part of the fabric of Jewish 
destiny. In his words, we are all a unique letter in the Torah 
scroll that is the story of Jewish peoplehood; we are a 
special link in the chain of Jewish continuity. This Pesach, 
similar to last Pesach, we find ourselves limited by COVID 19 
restrictions. We are unable to host and be hosted for Sedarim 
like we normally would, nor are we able to congregate in large 
numbers – sharing in our communal expression of freedom 
and joy. However, the more intimate Sedarim that COVID 
19 demands presents a unique opportunity. The essence of 
Judaism cannot be taught, it must be experienced. It is the 
Jewish experience which is passed from one generation to 
the next, it is the Jewish experience that we hold on to and 
desire to transmit to the next generation. This Pesach, let 
us plan exciting and engaging Sedarim. Let us not simply 
retell the story of our forefathers’ journey from servitude to 
freedom. Instead, in the spirit of V’higadita L’bincha, and “you 
shall tell your children,” let us provide the next generation 
with an experience they won’t soon forget, an experience 
of Jewish peoplehood and a sense of the importance of the 
Jewish future. 
Chag Kasher V’Sameach, 
Rabbi Evan and Tova Levine

@beautybaycom @BeautyBaycom@beautybay

www.beautybay.com
The UK Census includes  
a question about religion 
with an option to respond 
‘Jewish’.

It is important that we identify ourselves as Jews in the Census. 

The data generated by ticking the Jewish box plays an essential role 
in community planning on a wide range of issues including elderly care, 
schooling, health, inclusion and combatting anti semitism.

Countless Jewish charities, local and national bodies use the data to help 
cater for community needs.

Please play your part and 4 the Jewish box!
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Thank you for saving lives in Israel

Corona Virus has presented numerous challenges, such as 
a higher call volume and a rise in emotional health 
emergencies e.g. abuse and attempted suicide.

The outstanding donors in Hale & Bowdon have helped 
power this unique, life saving service in Israel. 
You have saved hundreds of lives, including
those from low income families who could 
not receive this service if not for your support.

Our vision is that every family, including the most destitute,
will receive emergency medical care within seconds of any crisis,
completely free of charge in Israel.

THANK YOU

Your support is needed in these challenging times
 To save a life and make a UK tax donation visit www.hatzbs.org

For special dedications or to sponsor the day of a yahrzeit in the merit
 of a loved one please speak to Mr. Ralph Stross on 928 5638 or email ralph1@rstross.com

 Your support has provided free rapid emergency
ambulance care for families in Ramat Beit Shemesh

 With special thanks to

 Mr. Ralph Stross

 for his dedication and support,

 and to Dr. Jon Sussman,

 medical advisor,

for his advice and assistance

Rabbi Evan & Tova

Education

In the short time since our arrival, we have been quite busy. 
Tova and I have been working hard to meet as many members 
of the community as we can, given COVID restrictions, 
and have created new and continued existing educational 
programmes. In the nearly two months since we have arrived, 
we have:
Hosted Hale’s First Super Bowl Party
Rabbi Evan introduced American Football to the brave 
participants who were courageous enough to stay up into 
the early morning hours. 
Tova’s Mini-Series on Purim
Tova explored the meaning of dress in the Megillah and the 
fascinating, mysterious character of Charvona. -
Shmooze and Booze
Rabbi Evan has  
continued the fun  
and exciting Thursday  
evening tradition of  
getting together (via  
Zoom of course) for  
good whisky and good  
conversation.
Young Professionals  
“Roaring 20’s”  
Cocktail Party 
Rabbi Evan and Tova  
hosted a successful  
Purim party for young  
professionals in the  
Hale community. -
Ask the Rabbis
Rabbi Evan and Rabbi Yisroel discussed the unique aspects  
of celebrating Purim during COVID 19.
Children’s Fancy Dress Party
Rabbi Evan and Tova partnered with Hale Shule to host a 
special online Purim party for children.
Purim Caravan
Rabbi Evan, Tova, Rabbi Binstock and Leanne drove from 
house to house, playing Purim music and delivered a little 
Purim spirit. 
Partners in Torah
Rabbi Evan and Tova have been working hard to reinvigorate 
the Partners in Torah programme, which provides classes and 
tutors for men and women in the broader Hale community.

Chill & Chat
A new programme  
for young fathers to  
come together, 
socialise and discuss  
interesting topics  
in Judaism.

Our plans for  
after Pesach! 
Business Breakfast
Exploring a Jewish  
perspective on  
contemporary issues  
facing modern society. 
Ladies Lunch and Learn
Discussing the modern Jewish woman and issues relevant to 
their lives.
Bagels and Babies
As the lockdown  
eases, Tova is looking 
forward to  
re-launching the  
popular Bagels and  
Babies programme. 
Programming for  
Young Families
Rabbi Evan and Tova  
believe deeply in  
engaging young  
families. 
Partners in Torah
As the lockdown  
eases, we hope to  
be able to revitalise  
the Hale Shule Beit Midrash with daily learning. 
Chassidus Shiur with Rabbi Evan.
Explora-Torah with Tova
Using the art of Bibliodrama, we will explore the essence of 
our ancestors who appear in Tanach.
Café Tefillah
As the Shule opens, Rabbi Evan will continue the popular Café 
Tefillah on Shabbat mornings. 
Contemporary Issue and the Jewish Perspective
Join Rabbi Evan as we explore where modern society and the 
halachic system meet.
Rabbi Evan and Tova Levine    

and

Coming back after
Pesach!

בס"ד




